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This  little  volume,  &s  will  appear  to  the  reader,  is  not  a history  ol  anything  nor 
of  anybody,  and  is  not  so  intended.  The-  whole  is  simply  an  etfort  to  put-  together  iit 
readable  form  some  facts  in  the  very  earliest  history  of  Tennessee  not  hitherto  fully 
shown,  if  even  mentioned. 

I vras  born  and  brought  up  at  Jonesboro,  in  W.ashingtoa  county,  Tennessee,  and 
resided  th^re  until  1889. 

My  mother,  when  I wms  a mere  boy,  first  intercs'cea  me  in  and  taught  me  much 
about  the  pioneers  and  early  history  of  my  native  state;  Foilowinj  up  much  learned 
from  her,  I frequently  visited  old  gentlemsn  and  aged  ladies  in  Eastern  Tennessee 
and  a fev,  in  North  ('arolina,  and  conrers'^d  with  th  ;m  about  “old  times  ’’  and  their 
early  lives,  and  from  tuern  obtained  mneb  information  not  to  be  gotseu  in  any  other 
way.  By  a formal  order  of  the  County  Court  of  vVashington  county,  nuiJe  many 
years  ago,  I w&s  given  custexiy  a'ld  possession  of  the  very  earliest  court  reco'rds 
made  at  Jonesboro  frecords  from  1778  up  to  1800.  as  1 novv  Temeinbef),  and  haa  pos- 
session oi  ibeia  for  two  or  three  years,  and  at  odd  times  went  through  and  copied 
much  from  these  old  records.  1 bad,  however,  bcccmie  intereste'-l  in,  and  rend  nii'.ch, 
from  these  court  records  before  the  order  of  the  court  giving  rue  possession  of  them. 

I made,  as  best  f could,  original  investigation  as  to  facts  plainly  .suggested  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  courts,  ns  to  the  meu  who  constituted  the  court,  their  live.s, 
character,  etc.,  aud  also  as  to  the  events  surrounding,  or  involved  in,  the  entries  os 
indicated  by  the  sub.slance  of  the  “ motions,”  “orderis,”  etc. 

^Vh«re  anchorities  consulted  and  information  obtained  in  iny  original  Investiga- 
tion have  coatlioted  as  to  a date,  I have  given  that  which  seemed  most  probably  the 
correct  one;  \vher“  no  date  at  al!  could  be  found  or  tiled,  I have  followed  the  ' u- 
Instrious  eifuiiple  of  distirguished  historians,”  and  '.aid,  ” about  this  time ’’--with- 
out giving  riny  date  at  alh 

By  pennis.sion  of  my  long,  long  time  scholarly  friend.  Dr.  R.  L.  C.  iVhite,  the 
author  I pubii.sh  with  the  volume  ‘‘A  Centennial  Dream”  with  the  Key  thereto. 
The  “dream  ” and  interpretation  are  put  in  an  appccdL.x,  for  the  reason  that  1 c;,u 
net  copyright  either. 

L-r.  White's  “Centenniui  Dream  ” has  suggested,  in  fewer  words,  more  Tennessee 
hi.vtory  than  an\  publicatiou  heretofore  made,  and,  as  hundreds  of  persons  o.tn 
testify,  has  excited  rnor<?  inter^.st.  and  caused  more  thorough  investigation,  in  Eany 
History  of  Tenni^sseea  than  any  book  nr  paper  hitherto  written  on  the  subject. 
It  will  live  aa  an  attractive,  proficient  instructor  and  teacher  of  the  historv  of  the 
“Volunteer  State”  after  ho  has  "crossed  over  the  river”  and  is  at  ”r*;st  under  the 
shade  of  the  trees.” 

All  uho  r<‘:ul  ihe  dream  and  key  to  it  will  appreciate  the  obligation  1 am  under 
to  Dr.  White. 
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ANDREV(  JACKSOX,  ATTOSXEY  AT  LAW. 


OST  EEiglish-reiuiiiig  people,  as  well  as  many  of  those  who 


read  history  written  in  other  languages,  are  familiar  with 


the  life  ami  deeds  of  Genercd  anel  President  Andrew 
Jackson;  and  very  many  people  in  the  United  States  knew 
of  Senator  ami  Jad<ie  Andrew'  Jackson.  Few.  however,  are 
acquainted  witii  young  Andrew  Jackson,  Esq.,  attorney  iit 
law,  of  Jonesboro,  then  (1788-9)  the  county -.seat  of  Washing- 
ton count}',  North  Carolina.  The;r  are  all  on>3  and  the  same 
personage;  and  it  can  truthfully  be  said  Uiat  there  is  a still 
smaller  number  who  kno'w  anything  whatever  about  the  lead- 
ing and  dominating  ciiaracteristics  of  the  people  among  whom 
young  Andrew  Jackson  really  began  life,  at  Jonesboro,  in  what 
is  now  dVashington  county,  Tennessee. 

dlost  of  Jackso.n’s  biographers,  and  nearly  all  of  thc-e  who 
have  written  and  spoken  about  him,  make  Inm  beulu  iiis  busi- 
ness and  professional  life  at  Nashville,  in  the  frdd  of  the  year 
I7S8.  Joim  lieid,  in  his  ‘-Life of  Audre-\v  Jae‘k.son  ’’  (pabiisiied. 
In  1817).  says  that  Jackson,  on  reaching  the  seti.iement  on  the 
tlclsron  river,  near  Jonesboro,  remained  tiiere  until  October, 
1758.  vvlu  'a  lie.  left  and  went  to  N;mh.ille,  aiidvlug  at  the  hitler 
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place  during  the  sauie  month.  Jenkms,  in  his  ‘-  Life  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  ” (published  in  IS 50),  says  that  Jackson  reached 
Nashville  in  October,  1783.  Parton,  in  his  “Life  of  Jackson" 
(published  in  IvSOO),  says:  “ Upon  the  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ties ])etween  North  Carolina  and  her  'western  counties  (1788),' 
John  McNadry.  a friend  of  JacksoiJs,  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  the  'Western  'District,  and  Jackson  was 
invested  with  the  office  of  solicitor  or  prosecutor  for  the  same 

district Thomas  Searcy,  another  of  Jackson’s 

friends,  received  the  appointment  of  clerk  of  the  court. 

Before  the  end  of  October,  1738,  the  long  train  of  immigrants, 
among  whom  vras  Mr.  Solicitor  Jackson,  reached  Nashville,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  settlers  there." 

The  distinguished  historians  are  all  in  error  in  all  oC  these 
statements.  Tliere  was  no  Superior  Court  at  Nashville  at  this 
date.  The  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  North  Carol ‘iia,  pro- 
viding for  or  establishing  a Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Equity 
for  the  counties  of  Davidson,  Sumner  and  Tennessee,  was  not 
passed  until  November,  1788.  The  act  passed  at  Fayette ville, 
in  that  month,  “erected  the  counties  of  Davidson,  SunineT  and 
Tennessee  into  a district  for  the  hohling  of  Siipcricr  Courts  of 
Law  and  Equ.ity  therein,  by  the  name  of  Mere."  The  first 
volume  of  the  original  record  of  the  minutes  ol'  the  Superior 
Court  of  Law  and  E':|uity  for  the  district  of  Washington — then 
tbe  ^‘Vdestera  District" — at  Jonesr)oro,  shows  that  David 
Campbell  uioae  held  rhat  court  from  the  FeLf’uary  term,  1738 
(vvhicb.  was  the  term),  until  the  February  term,  1789,  at 
whioli  latter  teian  the  record  sho^YS  tiiat  Judge  Me  N airy  appeared 
an<]  sat  Y»ith,  dudge  Campbeil.  The  same  Vvilume  shows  that, 
at  the  February  term.  17SS.  and  on  the  first  day  of  tlie  term, 
Francis  Aiexacdmr  i:am‘'(yv  v.-as  nppoiateil  and  qualified  as  cierk 
of  the  court,  and  that  • -Archibcdd  Koan  \Ya-'  aop-jinied  Atti'niey 
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to  proseoate  oo  beLali  of  the  Stale,"  on  tiic  lirsc  day  of  the 
term,  but  that  he  resigned  on  the  following  daj,^;  ‘‘whereupon, 
William  Sharp,  Esq.  is  appointed  in  his  room."  Sharp;  con- 
tinusd  to  sot  as  prosecuting  attorney  until  Febniarv,  IThO, 
when,  as  the  record  shows,  he  uas  succeeded  by  William 
Cocke.  The  same  volimie  has  this  entry;  “August  Term 
j T88,  John  MeXairy  Esq.  produced  a License  tu  practice  as 
an  Attorney  in  the  several  Courts  within  tins  State  with  a cer- 
tiiicate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  for  the  District  of  Saii.s-* 
bury  that  he  has  taken  the  oaths  necessary  for  his  qualificatioii 
as  an  atrorney  whereupon  he  is  admitted  to  Praccice  in  this 
Court" 

The  Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Equity  for  the  hlero  District 
was  not  foimally  organized  and  opened  until  late  in  the  year 
1789,  when  John  I^IcXaii’y  was  appointed  judge  of  that  court. 

Under  the  territorial  form  of  government  provided  by  Con- 
gress, in  olay,  1790,  for  “the  territory  of  the  United  States  of 
America  south  of  tim  river  Ohio,"  the  President  appointed 
three  attorneys  for  the  territory — one  for  Washington  Ih.strict, 
one  for  Hamilton  District  and  one  for  the  “ rlero  Dlstricl. " 
Andrew  Jackson  was  appointed  in  am:l  for  t’m  “ District  of 
Mero, " and  I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  evidence  whatever 
that  he  held  any  olhee  whatever  prior  to  this  appoiutmenr  It 
is  doubtful  whether  lie  ever  received  any  compensation  from 
the  govern.meQt  of  the  United  States  for  the  services  rendered 
as  atUwiif'y  of  the  “ 31ero  District for.  at  the  ilrsi  session  of 
the  third  general  rssemoly  of  Tennessee,  an  act  was  passed, 
October  IM,  17'''9,  the  second  section  of  which  is  as  follow.s; 
“ Do  it  enacted,  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dolkvs  r^hall  be 
and  the  same  is  herei>y  appropriated  for  the  paj,  int;nt  of  the 
sum  due  Aedww  Jackson,  as  a full  coaipeusation  for  his  serv- 
ic:es  as  Wu.^niv.y  Generai  for  the  .Ihsti'ivd.  oi  alero  uiub.-r  che 
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territorial  p'overiiment/’  Andre  vt  Jackson  never  accepted 

payment  twice  for  the  same  service. 

Section  1 of  the  same  act  appropriates  two  hundred  dollars 
‘‘to  Archibald  Iloane.  as  full  compensation  for  services  as 
Attorney  General  for  the  District  of  Hamilton  under  the  terri- 
torial government.” 

Jackson  did  not  arrive  at  Nashville  uTitii  the  fall  of  the  year 
1789  or  the  spring  of  1790 — most  probably  the  latter.  He 
“settled”  in  Jonesboro,  in  what  wars  then  "Washington  county, 
North  Carolina,  and  is  now  "Washington  county,  Tennessee, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  spring  of  173S.  He  probably  came 
from  Morgan  ton,  North  Carolina,  across  the  range  of  mount- 
ains to  .Jonesboro,  as  early  in  the  spring  as  the  melting 
snovy'  and  ice  made  such  a trip  over  the  AppMiachians  possible. 
From  Morganton  to  Jonesboro,  by  the  trail  or  route  then 
travelled,  was  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  two-thirds  of 
wliich,  at  that  time,  was  without  a single  human  habitation 
along  its  course.  As  emigration  from  east  of  tlie  mountains 
to  “the  new  world  west  of  the  Alieghanies”  was  considerable 
about  this  period,  it  is  quite  possible  that  Judge  McNairy  and 
others  came  at  the  same  time:  but  who  they  ail  were,  and  the 
exact  date  of  their  arrival  in  Jonesboro,  is  not  known. 

On  the  old  record  books  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Qu.arter  Sessions  kept  at  Jonesboro  will 
be  found  the  following  entry;  “ Stale  of  North  Carolina  Wash- 
ington County,  Monday  the  Twelfth  day  of  May  Anno  Domini 
One  Thousaiid  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Eight.  Andrew 
Jackson  Esq.  came  into  Court  and  Produced  a license  as  an 
Attorney  With  A Certiticate  suilicieiitly  Attested  of  his  Taking 
the  Oaths  Necessary  to  said  oflice  and  Was  admitted  to  Fraetiss 
as  an  Attorney  in  this  County  Court.”  The  entry  immediately 
piveeding  recites  that  “Archibaid  Iloane,  David  Allison,  and 
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Josepli  Raniikoa  Esquires  Produced  sufficieni  Licenses  to 
Practiss  as  Attorneys  and  were  admitted.”  etc.  : and  tiie  entry 
immediately  following  recites  that  'Cjoliri  McNairey  Produced 
a license  os  an  Attorney,’'  etc.,  and  was  admitted  to  Practiss 
os  an  ottorney,  ” etc. 

Thus  tills  old  record  shows  the  admission  to  the  bar,  on  the 
same  day,  in  the  one-stoiy  log  court-hoase,  twenty-four  feet 
square,  at  Jonesboro,  of  five  young  men. 

Jackson's  promotion  from  one  office  to  another,  until  be 
reached  the  highest  and  most  exalted  office  on  earth,  r'ne  Pres- 
idency of  the  United  States,  is  known  to  all;  but  tliat  “ Twelfth 
day  of  May  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty  Eight”  must  have  been  a lucky  day,  or  there  must  have 
been  good  material  in  those  young  men — for  Andrew  Jackson 
was  nut  the  only  one  of  them  who  attained  em'mence.  Jack- 
son  was  first  United  States  attorney  for  the  I>istrict  of  M'ero,” 
bat  Roane  held  the  same  office  at  the  same  time  in  the  Hamil- 
ton Disti'ict,  while  McAairy  presided  over  both  of  them  as 
federal  judge  for  ‘-the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica south  of  the  river  Ohio.'’  Ja^ksou  met  both  31cNairy  and 
Roane  as  fellow  delegates  m the  constitutional  convention  for 
Tennessee,  in  1796.  Jackson  was  afterward  a judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Law^  and  Equity,  but  so  were  both  McNairy 
and  Roane — and  this,  too,  liefore  Jackson  reached  the  'oench, 
they  iiaviug  been  elected  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  general 
assembly  of  Tennessee,  in  April,  1796,  before  the  state  had 
been  formally  admitted  into  the  Union  by  act  of  Congress. 
Their  decision^,  however,  were  never  called  into  question  on 
that  grouml. 

In  1797,  MeXairy  was  appointevl  a dfiistrict  judge  of  the  Fed- 
eral Court  in  Tennessee,  which  position  he  held  continuously 
until  IdvS  death  in  iS.'U  or  1862,  heiving  his  reputatiou  as  a 
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wise  imd  -jast  judge  uiid  an  upi-ight  man  as  a heritage  to  Ten- 
nesseans. 

Iloane  resigned  his  judgeship  in  June,  1801,  and  was  elected 
Governor  of  Tennessee  in  the  following  August.  On  retiring 
from  the  office  of  Governor,  after  having  served  two  years,  he 
remained  in  private  life  until  1811,  when  he  was  appointed 
circuit  judge.  Thereafter — in  October,  1815 — he  was  again 
appointed  to  the  Superior  Court  bench,  where  he  remained 
until  April  or  May,  1818,  and  then  retirerl  from  public  service, 
honored  and  esteemed. 

David  Allison  was  commissioned  ‘^Master  of  the  Ilolls  and 
Clerk  in  Equity  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law'  and  Equity”  for 
Washington  District  at  Jonesboro,  by  Jadges  Samuel  Spencer 
and  David  Campbell,  in  August,  1758.  He  held  this  office  for 
about  two  } ears,  resigning  in  1790,  wheii  he  went  to  the  settle- 
ment on  the  Cumberland — now  Nashville — and  engaged,  I be- 
lieve, in  the  mercaiitiie  business. 

Joseph  Hamilton  disappears  entirely  from  the  coni't  records 
and  proceedings  at  oTonesboro,  and  I have  been  able  only  to  trace 
him  elsewhere,  as  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Caswell  county. 
State  of  Erauklin,  1785,  and  wdien  he  was  appointed  by  the 
territorial  Governor  and  Coimcil  to  aid  in  running  and  marking 
the  lines  of  Kiiev  an<l  Jetferson  counties,  when  they  were  es- 
tablished in  179d,  and  where  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  Greeuevilie  College  in  1794. 

It  w'as  wliile  Ttoane  was  bloveruor.  in  1802,  that  the  memor- 
able contest  lietween  John  Sevier  and  Andrew*  Jackson,  for  the 
position  of  .Major  General  of  militia  in  Tennessee,  occurred. 
It  was  Du  empty  and  meaningless  honor  to  hold  this  position 
then  ill  the  state — as  subsequent  events  demonstrated.  Under 
the  terms  of  the  constitution,  tlie  IMajor  General  w*a.>  elected  by 
tlie  field  officers  of  tlie  miliiia.  AViien  the  votes  which  had 
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been  cast  were  counted,  there  was  found  to  be  a tie  between 
Jackson  and  Sevier.  The  Governor,  ’ny  virtue  of  his  office, 
was  comniander-in-chief  of  the  militia.  He  was  therefore  a 
held  officer,  and  as  such  was  entitled  to  cast,  and  did  cast,  the 
deciding  vote  betw’een  these  tw*o  great  commanders.  Governc? 
lloane  gave  his  vote  for  Jackson,  and  Jackson  thus  became 
Major  General  of  militia  in  Tennessee,  which  led  him  up  to  the 
victory  he  gained  over  the  British  at  Xew*  Orleans,  and  this 
victory  evcntiially  made  him  President  of  the  United  States. 
If  Roane  had  voted  for  Sevier? — I am  a Presbyterian. 

Roane  was  a candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, in  August,  1S03.  John  Sevier  was  a candidate  against 
him,  and  defeated  him,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Roane 
Lad  the  earnest  and  active  support  of  Jackson.  Jackson  and 
Roane  combined  could  not  beat  Sevier  before  the  people, 
although  the  latter  had  been  three  times  Governor  theretofore. 
Roane,  as  before  stated,  remained  in  private  life  until  ISll. 
Sevier  was  twice  elected  Governor  after  having  defeated  Roane, 
and  remained  in  public  service  almost  continuously  until  his 
death  in  September,  1815,  To  give  in  detail  the  various 
offices  with  which  John  Sevier  wt,s  honored,  every  one  of 
which  he  honored  in  turn,  would  be  foreign  to  the  subject.  He 
filled  every  office  known  to  the  statutes — and  some  which  were 
unknown — except  two:  he  was  never  a Senator  in  Congress 
nor  a judge  of  any  of  the  Superior  Courts.  ( He  wms  not  a 
lawyer.)  Nothing  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject  would  add 
to  this  evidence  of  the  confidence  the  people  had  in  him,  and 
of  their  faith  in  and  alfectlon  for  the  man. 

Jackson  had  attained  to  the  r.ge  of  twenty-one  years  on  the 
15th  of  March  preceding  the  entry  above  ([UoteJ,  a'lmltdng 
him  to  the  bar  in  "Washington  county.  He  may  have  been 
formally  u-lrnitted  at  Salishu.y  or  Morg.antC'U,  North  Carolina, 
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blit  Le  diu  not  in  facL  open  an  oillce  or  enter  upc-n  the  practice 
of  lavr  at  eitlier  place.  The  order  admitting  him  to  the  bar  at 
Jonesboro,  therefore,  may  be  accepted  and  regarded  as  the 
opening  entry  in  the  business  life  and  the  professional  and 
political  career  of  this,  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  Americans. 

These  old  court  records  at  Jonesboro  disclose  the  fact  that 
Jackson  was  in  the  town  and  in  attendance  on  the  Court  of 
Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  at  its  Noyember  term,  1788.  Un- 
der the  law  at  that  time,  bills  of  sale  of  slaves  and  horses  and 
deeds  to  land  had  to  be  proven  in  the  court  mentioned.  A 
bill  of  sale  was  presented  to  this  court  by  Jackson,  at  its 
November  term,  lTo8.  This  bill  of  sale  is  given  below,  for 
reasons  hereafter  to  be  stated.  It  is  as  follows:  ‘‘A  Bill  of 
Sale  from  3Iicajah  Crews  to  Andrew  Jackson,  Esquire  for  A 
Negroe  Woman  named  Nancy  about  eighteen  or  twenty  years 
of  Age  was  Proven  in  Open  Court  by  the  Oath  of  David  Alli- 
son a Subscribing  Witness  and  Ordered  to  be  Recorded.” 

The  court  records  for  the  years  178S  and  1789,  kept  in 
Washington,  Sullivan,  Greene  and  Havrkins  counties,  establish 
the  fact  that  Jackson  was  practising  law  in  those  counties 
during  the  two  years  mentioned.  He  could  net.  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  have  attended  court  in  those  counties,  if  he 
had  been  residing  at  Nashville  or  practising  law  in  I>avidson, 
Sumner  and  Tennessee  counties,  which  at  that  time  constituted 
the  ‘ ‘ District  of  Mero.  ” 

It  has  been  stated  without  qualirieation  by  some  writers  that 
J’uck.<on  was  present  in  Worgantou,  North  Carolina,  when  Gov- 
eriior  Joan  Siw  ier  escaped  fromtiie  authorities  tliere  and  returned 
to  ‘‘  the  western  waters.”  Partoii  says  that  “Jackson  may  have 
witnessed  the  ceiebrated  rescue  of  Governor  Sevier,  as.  about 
the  time  of  its  occiirrence  in  17S8,  he  was  at  Morgantou,  on  a 
visit  to  Colonel  WaightstUI  Avery,  on  his  wut}"  to  the  western 
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wil<ls  of  Teuiu'ssee.’’  Sovier,  for  bavLig  organized  and  been 
elected  CfoYeriior  of  tlie  ‘Aost  state  of  Franklin.'’  was  arre.si;ed 
near  Jonesboro,  in  October,  178S,  and  taken  to  Morganton; 
but  there  was  no  such  ‘‘celebrated  rescue”  or  escape  cf  8evier 
as  that  pictured  in  tlie  various  accounts  of  tliis  affair  whioh 
have  been  given.  Sevier,  on  reaching  Jlorganton,  vras  met  by 
Generals  Charles  f-IcDowell  and  Joseph  JIcTjowell,  who  became 
his  bondsmen  until  he  could  make  a visit  to  a brother-in-law 
who  resided  some  miles  from  the  town.  Sevier  made  this  visit, 
returning  to  Morganton  on  the  second  day  after  leaving,  and 
reported  to  the  sheriff  of  Burke  county,  who  permitted  him  to 
go  where  he  pleased  without  re.|uiniig  bond.  In  the  meantime, 
Sevier’s  two  sons,  James  and  John,  together  with  Major  Evans, 
Mr.  Crosby  and  probably  others  from  -‘the  western  waters," 
had  arrived  in  Morganton;  and,  in  consequence  of  w'hat  was 
then  told  to  Sevier  by  his  sons  and  friends  (which  need  not  be 
stated  here),  he  left  hlorganton,  quietly  and  openly,  in  broad 
day,  and  returned  with  them  immediately  to  Washington 
county.  All  of  these  occurrences  took  place  during  the  month 
of  October,  178S;  and  Jackson  could  not  have  been,  during 
this  month,  in  Morganh/n,  in  Jonesboro  and  in  Aashville.  He 
was,  as  before  stated,  at  Jonesboro,  familiarizing  himself  with 
the  country  and  getting  acquainted  with  the  people  in  the  coun- 
ties mentioned. 

It  has  been  written  of  Jackson  that  he  came  into  the  ‘miew 
settlements”  on  foot,  or  that  he  walked  from  Morganton  to 
Jonesboro.  Tiiis  is  incorrect.  More  than  twent^'-iive  years 
ago,  the  writer  made  it  lii.s  business  to  investigate  the  truth  of 
that  statement,  and  also  orher  incidents  end  facts  in  reference 
to  the  early  life  of  .laokson  while  he  made  his  home  at  Jiuies- 
boro.  There  were  t ueu  living  in  W:;shingtou  and  the  surrouiul- 
ing  co«inties  several  agedi  native-l>orn  citizens  who  had  known 
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Jackson  personally,  and  who  had  heard  much  conceriiiag  him. 
These  old  gentlemen,  who  ranged  in  age  around  eighty-five 
years,  delighted  to  talk  of  what  they  knew  and  iiad  heard  of 
Jackson  when  he  came  to  Jonesboro,  and  wdiile  he  lived  there 
during  the  years  1788  and  1789,  All  that  has  been  or  will  be 
stated  herein  is  from  notes  of  conversations  had  with  them,  and 
either  taken  literally  from  or  based  on  the  old  court  records  at 
Jonesboro.  From  these  sources  of  information  it  can  be 
asserted  as  truth  that  Jackson  arrived  in  Jonesboro  riding  one 
horse  and  leading  another;  that  the  horse  he  was  riding  was  a 
“race  horse;'”  that  he  had  a pair  of  “holsters”  /pistols) 
buckled  across  the  front  of  his  saddle;  and  that  on  the  led 
horse  was  a shot  gun,  a “ pack”  and  a well-filled  pair  of  sad- 
dle-bags, while  following  after  him  and  by  bis  side  was  a goodly 
pack  of  foxhounds.  This  is  an  inventory  of  his*  personal  be- 
longings, as  given  me  by  at  least  three  of  these  old  gentlemen,  * 
each  of  whom  had  known  Jackson  personally,  and  bad  heard  the 
story  of  his  arrival  in  the  comm imitymepea ted  often  by  fathers, 
mothers  and  others.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  he  had 
some  money  also,  or  he  could  not,  within  a few'  months  after 
his  arrival,  have  purchased  the  slave  shown,  by  the  bill  of  sale 
set  out  above,  to  have  been  bought  by*  him.  The  price  of  such 
a slave  as  that  described  was  at  that  time  about  tliree  hundred 
dollars.  When  one  of  the  old  gentlemen  referred  to  was  told 
by*  me  that  it  liad  been  said  and  “ puhILshed”  that  Jackson  had 
come  to  Jonesboro  “afoot, ” he  fired  up  and  his  ey*es  fairly 
sparkled  as  he  exclaimed:  “Good  God!  Jackson  never  w'alked 
auyvdierc  from  necessity.  He  came  here  riding  a race-horse 
and  leading  another  first-rate  horse.” 

Jackson  made  his  home,  wdiile  he  remained  in  the  eastern 
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part  of  wluit  is  now  Tennessee,  at  the  house  of  Cbristophei’  Tay- 
lor (father  of  Abram  Taylor,  before  mentioned j,  about  one 
mile  west  of  Joneshioro,  on  the  road  that  led  from  the  town  to 
the  ‘'Brown  settlement”  on  the  Nohchucky  river.  The  odd 
liou.se  is  still  standing,  and  can  be  seen  from  the  passing  trains- 
on  the  Southern  railway.  A view  of  it,  as  it  appeared  some 
years  ago,  is  given. 

Christopher  Taylor  was  a slaveholder  and  a large  landowner, 
and  bad  some  race-horses  which  were  fairly  good  for  the  times, 
together  with  a pack  of  the  ‘'finest  and  fastest  hounds”  in  the 
country.  While  every  one  knew  that  Jackson  was  a devotee  of 
the  race-course,  a lover  of  the  chase  and  not  averse  to  a cock- 
fight, still  he  was  admired  and  esteemed  bj  all,  from  the  time 
he  came  into  the  country. 

It  is  not  prol)able  that  he  had  a law-office  in  Jonesboro,  the 
tradition  being  that  he  nmeived  and  consulted  ^\ith  his  clients 
at  Christoplier  Taylor’s,  when  court  was  not  in  session.  When 
he  wais  consulted  by  a client,  his  first  etfort  was  to  compromise 
or  adjust  the  ditference,  if  possible;  failing  in  this,  he  was 
most  stubborn  and  unrelenting  on  behalf  of  his  client,  never, 
however,  resorting  to  anything  not  in  keeping  with  the  strictest 
rules  of  propriety  and  fairness,  and  ahvays  courteous,  manly 
and  open  in  his  bearing  toward  court,  jury  and  opposing  coun- 
sel, anrl  exacting  from  every  one  the  most  respectful  and  cour- 
teous treatment,  whether  in  court,  at  the  race-course  or  else- 
where. He  never  insinuated  anything — he  spoke  it  out  plainly. 
He  de.'pised  deceit  and  treachery,  and  he  held  in  the  liighe-t 
esteem  tlie  boM,  open  loyalty  of  a mtin  to  a friend  or  a convic- 
tion. Le  loaihed  any  man  who  was  guilty  of  a little  ineau.  or 
mean  little,  act.  He  had  a profound  contempt  for  the  iuiltuw- 
minded  ;ind  penurious  or  niggardly  man.  lie  himself  was  lud 
extravagant.  i.>ut  his  heart  ond  hand  seemed  to  op«‘u  -ponta- 
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neoiisly  to  a deserving  object  of  charity,  btrange  to  say,  ^yhiie 
he  did  not  know  what  fear  wa,s,  lie  was  often  lieard  to  express 
great  syinpatiiy  for  cowards  or  the  timid,  and  he  would  never 
allow'  such  an  one  to  be  imposed  on  in  his  presence. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recite  evidence  or  narrate  circnmsiances 
to  show  that  such  a man  as  Jackson  had  the  most  exalted  opin- 
ion of  woman,  and  tliat  he  vvas  alway.s  her  cliampioii  and  de- 
fender; but  an  incident  w^hich  occurred  at  Kogersville.  in  Havr- 
kins  county,  w*ill  be  related  here.  A most  estimable  wi<low 
kept  the  tavern”  at  Bogersville.  Her  house  vms  generally 
full  during  court  week.  One  day,  a stranger  came  into  the 
public  or  r':''ception  room,  suorcly  before  supper,  and  asked  for 
entertainment  or  a room.  The  landlady  in  person  showed  him 
a room,  with  two  or  three  beds  in  it.  and  told  him  that  he 
could,  if  he  wished,  occup^r  that  room  with  two  other  gentle- 
men, having  a bed  to  himself,  explaining  that,  on  account  of 
it  being  court  week,  her  house  was  so  crowded  that  she  could 
not  give  him  a separate  room.  Tiie  stranger  was  not  pleased 
with  this  arrangement,  and  so  told  the  landlady.  As  tiiey  re- 
turned to  the  public  room,  the  stranger,  just  as  tiuey  entered  it, 
made  some  ins':*lent  remark  about  a country  an^l  a town  which 
could  not  afford  a gentleman  a separate  room.  Jackson,  Avho 
wms  sitting  in  the  room,  heard  the  remark.  Springing  to  his 
feet,  he  seized  ilie  stranger  by  the  arm,  exclaiming,  -‘Come 
with  me,  sir — I'll  find  a separate  room  and  bed  for  you!”  The 
strrmger,  observing  Jackson's  tone  and  manner,  hesitated,  and 
asked  him  what  he  meant.  The  only  answer  he  received  wars, 
‘•C<)me  on,  sir!"  au'l  he  reluctantly  went  with  Jackson,  who 
Wius  still  lioMinir  him  by  tlie  arm.  Jackson  took  his  captive 
out  the  ••back  w-ay, ’’  and  brought  him  up  in  front  of  a corn- 
crib,  in  which  were  some  corn  and  sUr.cks.  Opening  the  do<;u’ 
of  the  cri'o,  he  cminiantled  the  slranger  to  ••climb  in,"  at  the 
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same  time  displaying  in  Ills  right  hand  an  argument  that  so 
overcame  ail  desire  of  resistance  that  prompt  ohedience  was 
the  immediate  result.  The  stiamger  ‘-climbed  in,"  apologizing 
and  begging  at  the  same  time,  and  Jackson  closed  the  door 
upon  him.  After  looking  at  his  prisoner  for  some  minutes, 
with  great  satisfaction,  Jackson  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to 
go  back  to  the  house,  apologize  to  the  landlady,  and  accept  the 
room  which  she  laid  oil'ered  him.  The  stranger  readily  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  do  this,  which  he  did,  and  so  the  in- 
cident closed. 

In  going 'from  Jonesboro  to  the  courts  in  G-reene,  Hawkins 
and  Sullivan  counties,  Jackson  always  took  with  him  his  shot- 
gun, holsters  and  saddlebags,  and  very  often  his  hounds,  so 
that  he  was  alyrays  ready  to  join  in  a deer  chase  or  a fox  hunt. 
He  was  mi  unerring  mark.'man,  and  wms  always  the  centre  of 
attraction  at  the  ‘-shooting  matches,"  at  which  the  prizes  were 
quarters  of  beef,  turkeys  and  deer.  He  vrould  dismount  any- 
Wiiere  on  these  trips,  in  order  to  participate,  in  such  a contest; 
and  messengers  were  frequently  sent  from  remote  parts  of  the 
settlements,  inviting  him  to  come  out  and  join  in  a hunt  or  a 
“shooting  match.'’  He  invarinbly  accepted  such  invitations. 

In  those  early  days,  when  a new  settler  came  into  the  com- 
munity, or  a young  man  married,  as  soon  as  the  place  f(.»r  th.e 
“charing”  ami  the  erection  of  a cabin  was  fixed  upon,  rht; 
neighbors  -‘gatli,ered  in,”  and  they  had  what  \yu3  called  a 
“house  raising”  and  a “barn  raising.”  They  felled  the  trees, 
hewed  the  logs  and  built  the  house  and  barn — all  in  one  «.lay, 
or  in  two  da^’s  at  most.  It  was  said  tliat  Jackson  attended 
more  of  tliese  house  and  i)arn  “raisings”  than  any  other  one 
man  in  the  country.  They  usually  wound  up  with  a fox  tumr. 
a deer  chase  or  a shooting  match.  He  was  said  to  have  been 
“a  horseman  without  an  equal  the  )>oldest  ajul  most  ft-arless 
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ri';iei*"tbat  had  ever  crossed  the  Aileghanies.  ” He  'woiiid  ford 
or  swim  his  horse  througli  a river  wherever  he  came  to  it,  if  he 
wished  to  get  to  the  opposite  side.  His  aggressiveness  and 
restlessness  were  often  the  subject  of  remark,  and  led  to  the 
opinion,  which  was  freely  expressed,  that  if  ever  there  was  a 
war,  he  would  be  a great  general. 

He  began  life  among  people  who  had  views  and  opinions  of 
their  own  on  all  questions  of  the  day  and  subjects  of  public  in- 
terest; yet  his  judgment  was  consulted  and  his  views  sought  on 
almost  all  public  affairs,  notwdthstaading  his  youth.  He  was 
recognized  from  the  first  as  a man  who  would  fight  at  the  drop 
of  a hat,  and  drop  the  hat  himself’;  but  in  all  the  personal 
difficulties  which  he  had  while  he  resided  in  Washington  county, 
save  oj^v — a duel  with  Cob  Avery,  an  account  of  which  will  be 
given  in  another  chapter — public  opinion  was  generally  largely 
in  his  favor. 

It  may.  and  it  should,  be  interesting  to  those  who  love  and 
revere  the  memory  of  Andrew”  Jackson  to  know  something  of 
the  life,  habits  and  characteristics  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  first  settled  at  Jonesboro,  as  wmll  as  of  tliose  with  whom  he 
afterwards  made  his  permanent  home  at  Hashville;  for  w'hat- 
ever  can  be  said  to  the  credit  and  glory  of  either  the  early  set- 
tlers on  the  Watauga  or  those  upon  the  Cumberland  can  be 
truihiuliy  said  of  the  others.  Therefore,  a brief  account  of  the 
dominating  characteristics  of  the  people  among  whom  he  first 
settled  w'ill  be  given.  This  w'iil,  it  is  believed,  throw  some  light 
on  the  formation  of  Jackson’s  character,  methods  and  course 
throughout  his  life. 


CHAPTER  il. 


THE  PICKETS  OF  CIVILIZATION. 

iirt-t  settlers  in  Tennessee:  what  did  they  do? 

I They  founded  and  administered  the  first  free  and  iiide- 
pendent  government  in  America.  They  establislied  the 
first  church,  the  first  institution  of  learning,  and  the  second 
newspaper,  in  ‘-the  new  world  west  of  the  Aileghonies.’' 

They  were  in  the  wilderness.  The  hour  of  the  day  was  de- 
termined by  the  shadow  cast  by  the  sun  upon  the  home-made 
dial;  the  time  of  the  night  was  reckoned  from  the  positions  of 
particular  stars  in  the  firmament.  Years  and  months  they 
measured  by  moons.  From  the  course,  color  and  velocity  of 
clouds,  from  the  temperature  and  from  the  direction  of  the 
winds,  they  foretold  the  weather.  They  also  observed  the  habits 
of  animals  and  birds  of  passaire,  as  aids  to  their  weather  bureau; 
and  the}’  watched  and  studied  closely  the  development  and 
growth  of  plants,  herbs,  vines,  vegetables  and  the  cereals,  as 
helps  to  their  agricultural  department.^ 

The  country  in  which  Andrew  Jackson  made  Ids  home  for 
about  two  years  deserves  a name  and  place  in  history  not  yet 
fully  given  to  it.  In  its  wild  and  picturesque  magnificence,  in 
the  rugged  honesty  and  frank  simplicity  of  the  people  who  set- 
tled it.  in  their  love  and  struggle  for  liberty,  '-home  rule"  and 
local  .‘5elf-gnvenimeiit.  it  was  li  counterpart  of  the  Switzerland 
of  tradition  and  story. 

The  sun  ‘ h'me  nowhere  upon  a land  of  more  ravishing  love- 
U-ness  and  awe-inspiring  subdlmity — silver  threads  of  river  and 

* The  almftnH.c-wrrounThoi;  and  ^oose-bone  thef>rie(»  ’.v*-re  adopted  by  a later  and 
wiser  t'ene:  \,r.io;i. 
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strepiiilpt,  and  gem  of  valley  set  in  emerald  of  gorgeous  luxuri- 
ance: waters  murmuring  and  tliimderous.  striking  every  note 
in  tlie  gamut  of  nature’s  weird  niiiistrcds}^  dashing  and  r>ound- 
ing  to  the  sea:  every  acpiivily  a Hiagara  of  color  fiashing  from 
rhodtaleiidron  and  mountain  magnolia,  elysian  fields  without 
Khenisb  castles  or  Homan  towers:  grooved  wilh  fastnesses,  ter- 
raced with  plateaus  and  monum.ented  with  peaks  upheaved 
into  a very  dreamland  of  tieauty  and  grandeur,  all  overlooked 
by  the  inaiestic  iloan— 

■■  The  iGOcarch  of  luounrain? — 

I'hey  ci'owned  him  long  ago, 

On  'i  t’irone  of  rock.  !a  a robe  of  clouds, 

With  a diadem  of  sno\c:  " 

About  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  the  first  permanent 
w’Dire  settlement  was  made  on  the  A'atamga  river,  near  where 
Elizabethton  now  stands.  Up  to  the  winter  of  1770-1,  there 
were  in  all  probability  twenty  families  in  the  new'  settlement. 

may  16,  1771,  the  ‘ • Eegiilators ’’  fought  the  famous  b:it  dis- 
astrous battle  of  the  Alamance,  about  forty  miles  iiorthw’esc  of 
Raleigh.  During  the  summer  and  fall  following  this  battle, 
settlers  came  in  coiisideiuble  numbers  to  “the  new  world  west 
of  the  Alleglianies,’’  and  cast  their  lot  with  the  settlers  on  the 
Watauga;  and  about  tlii.s  time  settlemeuts  were  made  ou  the 
Holston  ami  Nolichucky  rivers. 

Vv'ho  were  these  people?  Whence  and  why  did  they  come? 
I answer; 

Tliey  were  every  r>ue  patruats.  soldiers  and  good  citizens. 
They  came  from  tlie  battlefiehl  (d'  the  Ahimance — that  first  con- 
test f i the  revolution  ’ehich  eventuated  hi  American  independ- 
ence. They  left  their  homes  because  of  the  disastDjus  result 
of  that  battle,  in  which  nmnyof  them  had  oarticipated,  and  I'C- 
cau-e  their  auccinipieredfi.e  hatred  i.-f  tiie  Dritish  government 
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and  tliGir  opcii  revolt  against  Pritisli  aiitliority  and  the  oppres- 
sion of  British  olficials. 

The  following  letter  from  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  the  histo- 
rian, then  Minister  from  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain,  on 
the  subject  of  the  ‘UMoeklenburg  Itesolves,”  and  the  subsequent 
course  and  eondiiet  of  some  of  those  engaged  in  the*  battle  of 
the  Alamance,  is  still  of  great  interest  to  Tennesseans; 

90  Eaton  Plac-e,  London,  July  4.  1S4S. 

3Iy  Dear  Sir — 1 hold  it  of  good  angnrv  that  your  letter  of 
the  12ih  of  June  reached  me  i>y  the  Herman  just  in  time  to  be 
answered  this  morning.  You  maj’  be  sure  that  I have  spared  no 
pains  to  discover  the  Kesolves  of  the  Committee  of  Yiecklen- 
burg.  A glance  at  the  map  will  show  you  that  in  those  days 
the  tradic  in  tliat  part  of  North  Carolina  took  a southerly  direc- 
tion, and  people  iu  Charleston,  and  someriines  in  Savannah, 
knew  what  v/as  going  on  in  ‘ Charlotte  Town  ' before  Gov. 
Ylartin.  The  first  account  of  the  Resolves  extraordinary,  • by 
the  peoole  in  Charlotte  Towm,  Meeklenbiirg  County,  ’ was  sent 
over  b}'  Sir  James  YVrigiit,  theo  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  a let- 
ter of  the  20th  of  June,  1775.  The  newspaper  thus  transmit- 
ted is  still  preser^md,  and  is  the  number  493  of  the  South  Car- 
olina Gazette  and  Country  Journal,  Tuesday,  June  13,  1775. 
I read  the  llesoives,  you  may  be  sure,  with  reverence,  and  im- 
mediately obtained  a copy  of  them,  thinking  myself  the  sole 
discoverer.  I do  not  send  you  the  copy,  as  it  is  identically  the 
same  with  the  paper  you  enclosed  to  rie,  Imt  I forward  to  you 
a transcript  of  the  entire  letter  of  Sir  James  IVright.  The 
newspapers  seem  to  have  reached  him  after  he  had  llnished  his 
disp:-.telp  for  the  paragraph  relating  to  it  is  added  in  IiIt  owm 
handwriting,  the  former  part  being  written  by  a secretary.  I 
have  read  a great  many  papers  relating  to  the  Regulators,  and 
am  having  copies  made  of  a large  number.  Y"our  own  state 
ought  to  have  them  all,  and  ttie  expense  would  be,  for  the  state, 
bisigniflcaut,  if  it  does  mK  send  an  agent  on  purpose.  A few 
iiuudred  dollars  would  copy  all  3”ou  need  from  the  State  Paper 
Oltlce  (Ui  all  N'ortli  Carolina  topics.  The  Regulators  are  on 
niaiiy  accounts  important.  They  form  the  connecting  link  be- 
iwten  the  resistance  to  the  Stamp  Act  and  tlie  movement  of 
1775,  and  they  also  played  a glorious  part  in  taking  possession 
of  the  Ylississippi  Y'alley,  toward  which  they  wore  irresistibly 
carried  by  their  love  of  independence.  It  is  a mistake  if  any 
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have  supp<>sed  tliiit  liie  Re<:iiil;.itors  cowed  down  by  their 
defeat  at  Alamance.  Like  the  mammoth,  they  shook  the  bolt 
from  their  brow  and  crossed  the  mountains. 

I shall  always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  to  be  of  use  to 
you  or  your  State.  Very  truh’  yours, 

Leoroe  Bancroft. 

D.  L.  Swain.  Esq.,  Chapel  Hill,  X.  C. 

One  of  the  ‘ ringleaders  ” in  organizing  the  Kegiilators  for 
the  battle  of  the  Alamance  was  John  Pugh,  who  was  afterwards 
sherif!  of  Washington  county,  which  at  that  time  included  all 
of  the  territory  now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state 
of  Tennessee.  Among  the  few  names  of  the  participants  in  the 
battle  of  the  Alamance  which  have  bwen  preserved  in  history 
may  be  found  those  of  several  who  were  afterwari.ls  prominent 
among  the  settlers  on  Watauga,  Holstou  and  iNolichucky.  I 
have  said  this  much  because  of  some  facts  which  will  be  given 
further  along. 

These  people  were  on  the  very  verge  of  the  frontier,  standing 
as  a mere  hand  nil  of  pnokets  out  on  the  confines  of  civilization, 
where  the  wnir-w'hoop  of  the  painted  savagu  rang  through  the 
forests,  and  the  constant  apprehension  of  the  tomahawk  and 
the  scalping-kiiife  haunted  every  abode,  ami  every  thicket  am- 
bushed a bloodthirsty  foe.  When  open  vlaring  failed,  .fiendish 
cunning,  the  torch  aud  midnight  butchery  wrought  tlie  ruin. 
Atrocity  followed  atrocity,  in  the  utter  extinction  of  homes. 
3Ieu  hunted,  fished,  toiled,  slept  and  worshipped  with  their 
trusty  rides  at  hand.  The  women  also,  througli  necessity  and 
with  courage  inspired  by  con.^tant  peril,  were  no  less  dextrous 
in  the  use  of  deadly  weapons,  and  no  less  unerring  in  t!ie  pre- 
cision of  their  aim.  The  very  genius  of  evil  :ind  desohitum 
seemed  at  time>  to  brood  (,>ver  the  infant  scUlemenrs.  Still, 
they  pre.-spered;  and,  amid  their  dangers,  they  Lfilowed  indus- 
trial pursuits,  'fhe  creaking  clang  >n  the  loom  and  the  whir 
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of  the  spiooiEu-''"heel  furnished  the  *^accoiupauiment  to  the 
maiden’s  concord  of.  measured  monotones.”  The  woodmans 
axe  felled  the  forest  trees,  and  fields  and  farms  were  opened 
up,  fenced  and  put  in  cultivation.  Churches  and  schools  were 
established,  and  public  high  ways  wiewed  out”  and  opened  up 
in  the  wilderness. 

Among  the  wealthiest  the  wheaten  cake  appeared  only  at  the 
Sabbath  breakfast.  3Iiik  and  spring  water  were  their  only 
drinks  at  meals.  The  red  deer  flitted  through  the  voiceless 
solitudes,  and  bruin  roamed  the  yangles  at  will.  The  fruits  of 
the  chase  and  the  fishing-rod,  together  with  pounded  rnaizey 
supplied  the  wholesome  comforts  of  the  hospitable  board. 
Quiitlng  bees,  log  rollings,  house  raisings,  corn  shiiekings,  flax 
pullings,  maple  sugar  boilings  and  the  innocent  abandon  of  the 
dance,  enlivened  wdth  brimming  gourds  of  nectared  dew  and 
the  high  fun  and  mirth  of  backwoods  ••social  functions,”  gave 
variety  and  zest  to  the  monotony  of  frontier  life. 

3Iaid  and  matron  w’ere  clad  in  fabrics  of  their  owm  ha,ndi- 
work,  each  a Joan  of  Arc  in  moral  and  physical  prowess  and 
pow'er,  and  a Venus  in  rounded  symmetry  and  development,  with 
all  the  linaifected  graces  of  natural  and  unspoiled  womanhood, 
•Ahe  red  wine  of  lusty  life  mantling  and  blushing  in  the  ala- 
baster face  ’’ : the  men  garbed  in  skins  the  coarsest  textures  of 
the  loom,  athletic  of  ilm,b  and  fleet  of  foot  as  the  roe,  more  than 
a match  for  ail  the  cunning  stratagems  of  Indian  -warfare,  ‘ • lion- 
hearted  to  dare  and  win,  and  yet  -with  gentleness  and  generosity 
to  melt  the  soul.” 

The  log  slractiire  rose  in  the  wilderness,  with  puncheon  floor, 
slab  l)enches.  port-hole  window’s  and  rifle-rack,  in  w’hose  cribbed 
and  darkened  shrine  alternated  the  thunderous  vociferations  of 
the  flre-and-bnmstoiie  preacher  and  the  cries  of  the  truant  urchin 
under  the  savage  ’oirch  of  the  pb/ue'=s  s<.hoolmaster. 


i^\n-i;idboo-ff  t-x,iT'  ,:  *' 

7'j'r)vv  aiowi^i'-r^ira  'ii}  i;.<q  f/#; 

.oty^i'q  ‘;-7'.;  ua4»: 

vtiio  ^iW^-  •■■^'Vf  v-'!'  7'.;:7vv;‘  ■i-!n:<<|i^  >M4  - 

UaV-.  .•■t1  MrF  , Jiivr  M •Hp  i)-jfr<'-  nr'Sxt'hs}-  ' 

;>lvl;ilF-'j-.--’--'i  '7iij  |t>  i?,?-fr*'t <'>'.<;>*>  ' 


o>:j;  I ' U>W% 

iiwo  V*>ij^;.  Y‘>  r)j'r»j.ui  oi  h^ih  pv...  v tiOTinf.rx  FicK. 

T:-ffA  i'y^i  L;;  -';i:i  :ji  ^rj/.  }o '<'(^'^’1  ' 

rlii'w  *y J'V.'-aiqiji -riV^b , ! ■ns:  v^.''j:t’ ^7^ 


4l4,iid7  i^f.  ^ :;  7/'hv  - 

Fv'74;x  f^->  '' 7‘- ' , ' ,^x>'i 
->';‘H<:  '>?/  ’’  OiP|l 

‘••co'i  • ' ,^'R-bt.T;  «j-;>biil  ‘.•^2;.ijjflU!».ttirj  I:-  -Jvl-.'.'  7,.-.a  /: 

rlrr'‘^\:  ■-.  :.•  v;i.|?rf;l^'..i5 
'■-■v'A;'iV:  F'"  7'  j'  l-lijil  ;ili!\vV  ■ . 

,fM>i,',!:^-;.i,T>>i j.  ,v|sif w fd ■-^^c,..i■*7‘i..;7'.•,.;; ,i.,>r  §#“>]  .74iT..  ,; 

l.-:>ddh'S  7%v*dy?  ui  .i:.iJi';iFn  dj.;fa 

■^>  '■  f ''  ' ^ LI t;.4‘u: I4 'bm' 

a.4;V:t>^ .,i;i."'.':  •,'.:''rl'V>'^?"*''>  J Uf}fi  i^dr/i^nq  'Mt- 


20 


Droppei)  Stitches  in  Tennessee  jTistory. 


These  peo]>h-  were  vviibout  anj  local  form  of  ciyil  government, 
without  executlYe,  military,  civil  or  peace  officers ; but  they  had 
among  them  John  Sevier,  Isaac  Shelby,  James  liobertsou  and 
others,  who  kept  the  good  of  the  community  at  heart.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  there  has  been  much  coutroyers}",  at  times 
in  the  not  very  distant  past,  as  to  wheri,  where  and  bv"  whom 
the  first  declaration  of  a free  and  independent  government  ^vas 
made  and  entered  into  on  this  contineiit—some  claiming  that 
ilecklenbiirg,  North  Carolina,  was  the  place,  its  citizens  the 
people,  and  Nay,  1775,  the  date;  others  asserting  that  the  as- 
sociation formed  for  Kentucky,  ‘-under  the  great  elm  tree  out- 
side the  fort  at  Boonsboro’' — this  also  in  1775 — was  the  first. 
I propose  to  show  that  neither  one  of  these  associations,  decla- 
rations or  formations  of  government  was  the  first  ‘-free  and  in- 
dependent government  " established  on  this  continent;  but  that 
this  honor  belongs  to  the  settlers  on  the  IVatauga.  Haywood, 
in  his  history  of  Tennessee  (page  41),  says:  “In  1772  (May), 
the  settlement  on  the  Watauga,  being  without  goveimment, 
formed  a written  association  and  articles  for  their  conduct. 
They  appointed  fiv'e  commissioners,  a majority  of  wiiom  was  to 
decide  all  matters  of  controversy,  and  to  govern  and  direct  for 
the  common  good  in  other  respects”;  and  again  (page  4b): 
“Tills  committee  settled  all  privmte  controversie-,  and  had  a 
clerk,  Felix  "^■■.'alker,  new  or  lately  a member  of  Congress  from 
N’orth  Carolina.  They  had  also  a sheriff.  This  committee  had 
stated  and  regular  times  for  holding  their  sessions,  and  took 
the  laws  of  Virginia  for  the  standard  of  decision.”  Haywood 
further  says  that  they  were  living  under  this  government  in 
Xovember,  1775. 

Some  four  years  after  thi.s  local,  self,  independent  gov'crn- 
ment  had  been  entered  into  by  the  settlers  of  IVatauga.  John 
Sivier,  in  a memo’-ial  to  the  Korlli  Caroilna  legislature  exjfiaiii- 
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iiig  it,  says;  •‘Finding  ourselves  on  the  frontiers,  and  being 
apprehensive  that,  for  want  of  a proper  leglshiture,  we  might 
become  a shelter  for  such  as  endeavor  to  defraud  their  credit- 
ors; considering  also  the  necessity  of  recording  deeds,  VtuIIs. 
and  doing  otlier  public  business,  we.  by  consent  of  the  pe^.^ple, 
formed  a court  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  taking,  by 
desire  of  our  constituents,  the  Virginia  laws  for  our  guide,  so 
near  as  the  situation  of  affairs  would  penult.  This  was  intended 
for  ourselves,  and  was  done  by  consent  of  every  individual/’ 

1 rather  suspect  that  some  inquiry  was  made  by  the  authori- 
ties of  North  Carolina,  as  to  what  kind  of  a government  this  was 
which  had  been  set  np  wdtliin  their  jurisdiction,  and  which  es- 
tablished courts  that  took  the  laws  of  1-irginia  as  their  guide. 

The  ‘-written  association  and  articles  for  their  conduct,’'  en- 
tered into  by  the  settlers  on  the  W'atauga,  in  may,  1772,  formed 
the  first  “free  and  independent  government”  established  and 
put  into  practical  administration  on  this  continent. 

The  five  commissioners  or  committeemen  first  appointed  w^ere 
John  Sevier,  James  Fiobertson,  Charles  Roberson,  Zachariah 
Isbell  and  John  Carter.  This  was  an  independent  government, 
because  they  did  not  ask  permission  of  any  power  on  earth  to 
enter  into  it.  and  they  did  not  recognize  an}’  authority  as  supe- 
rior to  that  which  they  had  voluntarily  vested  in  the  fi.ve  com- 
missioners chosen  by  them.  It  was  not  a compact  or  league 
with  any  other  powuu’,  but,  as  Sevier  says,  “was  intended  for 
our.:,elvo3.  ” It  was  a free  governnient.  because  it  was  volun- 
tarily entered  into  by  the  whole  people,  “by  consent  of  every 
individual.  ” 

The  settlers  lived,  prospered  and  were  happy,  under  the  g')v- 
ernment  of  the  five  cuinmissioners,  for  al>out  six  years.  These 
coinraissioneis  settled  all  questions  of  debt,  determined  ail  rights 
of  property,  took  the  probate  of  w ilL-?  and  the  acknowledgment 
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of  deeds,  recorded  the  same,  issued  niarriage  licenses  and  hanged 
horse  thieves,  with  much  zest  and  great  expedition — the  ar- 
raignment, trial,  conviction,  condemnation  and  execution  of  a 
horse  thief  all  occuiTing  within  an  hour  or  so  after  he  was  ar- 
rested, inasmuch  as  they  had  no  jail  ia  which  to  imprison  him 
overnight,  and  believed  strongly  in  the  idea  that  a man  who  was 
bad  enough  to  be  put  in  jail  deserved  to  be  hanged  on  the  spot. 

In  Xovember,  1777,  the  assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina  erected  the 
DLtriet  of  lYashington  into  Yfashingtoa  county,  which  included 
the  w'hole  of  what  is  now  the  state  of  Tennessee.  This  was  the 
first  territorial  division  in  the  rnited  States  named  in  honor  of 
George  Washington.  The  Governor  of  Nonh  Carolina  appointed 
justices  of  the  peace  and  militia  ofiieers  for  this  county,  who, 
in  February,  1778,  met  and  took  the  oath  of  otiice,  and  organ- 
ized the  new  county  and  its  courts.  Thereupon,  the  first  -H’ree 
and  independent  government”  formed  and  put  into  operation 
in  America  was  no  more,  the  jurisdiction  and  authority  of  the 
five  commissioners  having,  by  their  own  consent  and  that  of  the 
people,  been  superseded  by  the  newly  appointed  authorities. 
The  fi'.'st  written  instrument,  paper  or  record  authoritatively 
made  in  the  organization  of  what  is  toda}"  the  judicial,  politi- 
cal, civil  end  military  existence  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  is 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  at  Jonesboro,  and  is  in  the 
words  and  figures  following: 

FEURC.XRY  COURT  177S 

The  oaths  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  melitia  W for  officers 
There  Atteslments,  d:c, 

Washington  County,  I A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that  as  a 
Justice  of  the  peace,  and  a Justice  of  rhe  County  Coutl  of 
pleas.  W Se^^idus  in  the  County  (;f  \Yaslrington.  in  all 

articles  in  tijv.i  Commission  to  me  directed,  1 will  do  erpial 
Pdglit  to  the  poor  an.d  to  the  ibiJi  to  the  Best  of  my  Jiidgnient 
and  according  to  the  Law  of  the  State.  I will  not  privat*dy  or 
Openly  ’oy  mv-seif  or  any  o'dier  person,  be  of  Council  in  any 
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QiuuTcl,  or  Suit,  depending  Before  me,  and  1 will  bold  the 
County  Court,  and  Quarter  Sessions  of  my  County,  as  the 
Statue  in  that  case  shall  and  may  direct. 

The  fines  and  amerciaments  that  shall  happen  to  be  maid 
and  the  forfeitures  that  shall  be  Incurred  1 rdli  cause  to  be 
duly  entered  without  Concealment,  I will  not  wittingly,  or 
willingly  take  by  m\'self  or  any  Otlier  Person,  for  ,me,  any  fee. 
Gift,  Gratuity,  or  reward  whoTsoever  for  any  matter  or  thing 
by  me  to  l>e  done,  By  virtue  of  my  office  except  such  fees  as 
are  or  may  be  directed  or  Limited  by  statue,  but  vrell  and  truly 
I will  do  my  oifice,  of  a Justice  of  the  peace  as  well  within  the 
County  Couri  of  pleas,  and  Quarter  Sessions  as  without.  I 
will  mJ  rlehiy  persoii  of  common  lUght.  By  reason  of  any  Let- 
ter, or  order  from  any  person  or  persons  in  authority  to  me 
directed,  or  per  any  otlier  Cause  whateyer,  and  if  any  Letter 
or  Order  Come  to  me.  contrary  to  Law  I w'ill  proceed  to  In- 
force  the  Law,  such  letter  or  Order  notwithstanding.  I 'will 
cot  direct  or  cause  to  be  directed  any  warrent  'by  me  to  be 
maid  to  the  parties.  But  will  direct  all  such  Warrants  to  the 
Sheriff  or  Constable  of,  the  County  or  Other  the  Officers,  Of 
the  State  or  Other  Indiferaat  person,  to  do  execution  Thereof, 
and  finally,  in  all  things  belonging  to  my  office,  daring  Con- 
tinuation therein  will  faithfully.  Truly  and  Justly  aocording  to 
the  best  of  my  ('Jiid;  skill  and  Jiid.Tment  do  equal  and  Impar- 
tial Justice  to  the  Public  and  to  Individuals,  So  help  me  God. 
Jas,  Robertson,  kkrlentine  Sevier,  John  Carter,  John  Sevier, 
Jacob  'v\’'omack,  Robert  Lucas.  Andr,  Greer,  John  Shelby. Ir, 
George  Russi’l,  William  Been.  Zacr.  Isbell,  .Jno  McNabb,  Tho, 
Houghton,  William  Clark,  Jno  Zdeiviaihen,  Benjamin  Gist, 
J.  Chisholm.  .Joseph  Wilson,  William  Coh’o,  .James  Stuart, 
Michl,  W(»ods,  Richd.  AVhlte,  Benjamin  'Wilson,  Charles  Rob- 
erson, VZilliam  MeXubb,  Thos  Price,  Jesse  'Walton. 

This  oath  has  a deep  and  significant  meaning,  in  view  of  the 
practices  which  had  characterized  the  administration  of  justice 
by  Briti-li  officials.  It  is  worthy  oi  note  that  this  oatii,  .so  full 
and  specific  in  detail,  did  not  bind  those  wlio  took  it  to  aUegianco 
either  to  the  state  or  tlie  colony  of  Xorth  Carolina,  or  to  the 
Imited  States  of  xVmerica.  It  did  bind  them,  however,  to  be 
honest,  last  and  faithful  to  the  pc>ple;  it  did  bind  them  to  'wlo 
equal  right  to  the  poor  and  to  d\e  rich”:  it  did  bind  them  not 
to  make  siiggesti'ms  or  give  counsel  in  any  quarrel  or  suit  pend- 
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ing  before  them,  not  to  delay  any  person  in  obtaining  justice, 
not  to  allow  outside  influence  to  dictate  or  control  their  actions, 
not  to  accept  any  fee,  gift,  gratuity  or  reward  whatsoever  for 
any  matter  or  thing  by  them  to  be  done,  except  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  by  law;  to  keep  an  account  of  fines  and  to  enter 
them  without  concealment;  and,  finally,  to  ‘‘do  equal  and  im- 
partial justice  to  the  public  and  to  individuals.'*  This  oath  was 
not  merely  administered  to  them  in  the  modern,  perfunctory 
way,  as  “You  do  solemnly  swear,”  etc.  They  took  it,  repeated 
it  after  the  olScer,  and  signed  it. 

Tiie  new  order  of  things  was  an  innovation  on  tlie  former 
simple,  direct  and  expeditious  way  of  adrairdstering  justice;  but 
the  five  “committeemen*’  were  also  members  of  the  new  court, 
and  methods  were  not  very  materially  changed,  as  the  records 
of  the  clerk’s  oflice  at  Jonesboro  will  show.  They  took  juris- 
diction of  all  matters  relating  to  the  public  good,  and  disposed 
of  all  questions  summarily,  as  will  be  more  fully  and  particu- 
larly shown  in  another  chapter. 

Whenever  a stranger  appeared  in  the  settlements,  and  gave 
his  name  as  William  Morningstar,  Samuel  Sunshine  or  Waiter 
rminbow,,  he  would  not  be  there  long  before  he  would  be  waited 
upon  by  a committee,  one  of  whom  would  say  to  him;  “Look 
here  stranger,  we  have  examined  the  book  of  Genesis  from  end 
to  end  since  you  came  here,  and  we  can’t  find  the  name  of  your 
ancestors.  YvY  think  that  you  have  got  another  name,  and  that 
you  stole  a horse  somewhere  and  hav-j  run  off.  You  must  leave 
this  settlement  before  nigiit,  or  we’ll  hang  you!”  Such  frauk 
treatment  was  invariably  eifective;  its  oliject  was  sure  to  heed 
the  warning  and  to  disappear  before  sunrise  the  next  morning. 

About  this  time  a vigorous  ami  ambitiou'^  young  man  left 
the  city  of  P.hilmlelphia  for  the  wilds  of  the  southwest.  His 
mind  was  stored  with  tlie  rich  intellectual  treasures  of  old 
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Princeton,  then  unuer  the  }>resideiicy  of  tlie  father  of  Aaron 
Burr.  He  walked,  driving  before  him  through  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  over  the  Alleghanies  and  across  Virginia,  his  ■•flea- 
bitten  grey,”  burdened  to  the  utmost  capacity  with  a huge  s;ick 
of  boohs.  These  classics  were  the  nucleus  of  the  library  of  an 
•institution  of  learning  yet  unborn.  After  a fatiguing  journey 
through  a large  portion  of  territory,  with  only  obscure  patiis 
through  gloomy  forests  for  a highway,  this  devout  and  daiinU 
less  advent arer  halted  among  the  settlers  whom  I have  been 
describing.  Soon  thereafter,  the  first  church — a Presbo’terian 
— and  the  first  institution  of  learning  that  were  established 
west  of  the  Alleghanies  were  founded.  These  w'ere  ‘-Salem 
Church”  and  ‘AVashington  College,”  both  established  in  the 
year  17S0,  eight  miles  southwest  of  the  seat  of  the  present 
tow’n  of  Jonesboro — the  college  being  the  first  one  in  the  United 
States  that  honored  itself  by  assiiming  the  name  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country.  It  is  stated  as  a fact  that,  long  prior  to  the 
late  war,  twenty-two  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  had  received  or  completed  their  education  at  IVashing- 
toii  College,  under  this  pioneer  in  letters  and  religious  trainiu.g, 
whose  achievements  constitute  the  jewels  of  our  early  literary 
and  moral  history.  This  man  was  Rev.  Samuel  Doak,  D.D. 
3’hongh  he  left  a deep  and  indelible  impress  on  the  civilization 
and  the  literature  of  the  Southwest,  he  s’leeps  today,  amid  the 
scenes  of  his  siiccessf ul  earthly  habors,  with  only  a simple  and 
fast  crumbling  memorial  to  mark  the  hallowed  sepulchre  of  his 
silent  dust. 

The  settlers  lived  and  their  public  alfairs  were  conducted  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Court  of  Pleas  and  Rnnirif'r 
Sessions  for  a period  of  al)oat  six  year.s.  in  a quiet  and  orderly 
manner;  but  ever  since  that  May  day  of  1772  when  tiievcrcaii- 
ized  the  first  ‘•  free  and  independent  government,”  their  dream 
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h;id  been  of  a new,  separate  and  iiidepcriideut  commonwealth, 
and  they  began  to  be  restless,  dissatisfied  and  disatfected  toward 
the  government  of  North  Carolina,  hlaay  causes  seemed  to 
conspire  to  increase  their  discontent.  The  first  constitution  of 
North  Carolina  had  made  provision  for  a future  state  within 
her  iiriiits,  on  tne  western  side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
The  mother  state  iiad  persistently  refused,  on  the  pNa  of  pov- 
erty, to  estaiiiisb  a Superior  Court  and  appoint  an  attorney 
general  or  prosecuting  officer  for  tiie  inhabitants  west  of  the 
mountains.  In  17S4,  many  claims  for  coinpensatioii  for  mili- 
tary services,  supplies,  etc.,  in  the  campaigns  against  the 
Indians,  were  presented  to  the  state  government  from  the  settle- 
meiits  west  of  the  Aileghanies.  North  Carolina  was  impover- 
ished; and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  these  claims  were 
just,  reasonable  and  honest,  it  wms  snggestevi,  and  perhaps  be- 
lieved, ‘Ahatail  pretences  were  laid  hold  of  (by  the  settlers) 
to  fabricate  demands  against  the  government,  and  that  the  in- 
dustry and  property  of  those  who  resided  on  the  east  side  c*f 
the  mountains  were  becoming  the  funds  appropriated  to  dis- 
charge the  debts  contracled  by  those  on  the  west.'’  Thu.s  it 
came  about  that,  in  .May,  1784,  Nortii  Carolina,  in  order  to 
relieve  herself  of  this  burden,  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
territory  west  01*  the  Allegliaiiies,  provided  that  Congress  would 
accept  it  within  two  years.  At  a .snbserpient  session,  an  act 
wa.s  pa.ssed  retaining  jurisdiction  and  .sovereignty  over  the  ter- 
ritof}  until  it  should  have  been  accepted  by  Congress,  Im- 
mediately after  passing  the  act  of  cessivm.  North  Carolina  closed 
tiie  land  office  in  the  ceded  territory,  and  nullified  all  entries  of 
land  made  afti  r May  L'5,  1784. 

The  pa.Ssage  of  tlie  cession  act  stop'ped  the  delivery  of  a 
cpuiritity  of  g<.>cds  which  North  Carolina  was  under  piorni.se  to 
deliver  to  the  Cherokt‘0  Indians,  as  compen.sation  for  their 
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cla'mi  to  certain  lands.  The  failure  to  deliver  these  goods  nat- 
urally exasperated  the  Cherokees,  and  caused  them  to  commit 
depredations,  from  which  the  western  settlers  were  of  course 
the  sufferers. 

At  this  session,  the  Xorth  Carolina  assembly,  at  H.’ilisboro, 
laid  taxes,  or  assessed  taxes  and  empowered  Congress  to  col- 
lect them,  and  vested  in  Congress  power  to  levy  a duty  on  for- 
eign merchandise. 

Tii«  general  opinion  among  the  settlers  west  of  the  Allegha- 
nies  was  that  the  territory  would  not  be  accepted  by  Congress 
(ami  in  this  they  were  correct);  and  that,  for  a period  of  two 
years,  the  people  in  that  territory,  being  under  the  protection 
neither  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  nor  of  the  state 
of  .North  Carolina,  would  neither  receive  any  support  from 
abroad  nor  be  able  to  command  their  own  resources  at  home — 
for  the  North  Carolina  act  had  subjected  them  to  the  payment 
of  taxes  to  the  United  States  government.  xVt  the  same  time, 
there  was  no  relaxation  of  Indian  hostilities.  Under  these  cir- 
ciimstances,  the  great  body  of  the  people  west  of  the  Allegha- 
nles  coucluded  that  there  was  but  one  thing  left  for  tliem  to  do, 
and  that  was  to  adopt  a constitutioEi  and  organize  a state  and  . a 
state  government  of  their  own.  This  they  proceeded  to  do. 
"^fas  there  anything  else  which  these  people  could  have  done? 
TNrhaps  there  was;  but  did  they  not  adopt  just  such  a course 
as  any  people  situated  as  they  were  would  have  taken? 

They  proceeded  to  take  steps  for  the  holding  of  a conven- 
tion. Delegates  were  elected  from  Washington.  Sullivan  ami 
Greene  counties,  who  met  in  convention  at  Jonestjoro,  Auu'ust 
23,  17S4-.  >Iessrs.  Cocke,  Clutlaw,  Carter,  Campbell,  .^ianifee. 
Martin,  Roberson,  Houston,  Christian,  Kennedy  and  ''.Vilson 
were  appointed  a committee,  ''to  cake  uu'ler  coasideririoa  the 
state  of  public  atfaii-s  relative  to  the  cession  t)f  the  western 
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couutr}'.”  Tills  committee  appointed  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Har- 
din a sub-committee  to  draft  a report,  whicti  they  did.  This 
report  was  in  the  nature  of  an  address  to  the  people.  The  con- 
vention  then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  Jonesboro,  Septem- 
ber 16.  It  did  not,  however,  a.sseuible  on  tlmt  date.  In  Octo- 
ber, T7S4,  the  Xorth  Carolina  assembly  repealed  the  act  of 
cession.  In  the  following  November,  the  delegates  again 
assembled  at  Jonesboro,  but  failed  to  adopt  a constitution,  and 
broke  up  in  confusion,  because  of  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  ces- 
sion. John  Sevier,  having  received  official  information  that 
the  cession  act  had  been  repealed,  courts  established,  an  attor- 
ney general  appointed  and  military  officers  commissioned,  made 
a speech  avdvising  the  people  to  go  no  further;  but  Cocke  and 
a majority  of  the  people  were  unwilling  to  abandon  their  dream 
of  a new  state— and  Sevier  went  'with  his  people. 

December  14,  1TS4.  another  contention  assembled  at  Jones- 
boro, and  adopted  a constitution,  which  was  to  be  ratified  or 
rejected  by  a convention  called  to  meet  at  Ureenetille,  Novem- 
ber 14,  1TS5.  In  the  meantime,  a general  assembly  was 
elected,  which  met  at  Grceneville,  early  in  1785,  and  chose 
John  Sevier  for  Governor,  David  Campbell  judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court,  and  Josliua  Gist  and  John  Anderson  assistant 
judges,  l.andon  Carter  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and 
William  Cage  Speaker  of  the  House.  The  same  assembly,  at 
the  same  session,  afterward  elected  Landon  Carter  Secretary  of 
State  and  D'Hlirua  Cage  Slate  Treasurer.  Joseph  Hardin  was 
then  elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  but  1 have  not  been  able 
to  a.scertain  from  any  source  who  was  elected  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  m place  of  Carter.  Sioakley  Donaldson  was  made  Sur- 
veyor General,  and  Danied  Kenneily  and  William  Cocke  were 
appointed  Brigadiers  (T  neral,  The  a.-"Ciably  elected  all  other 
ofilcers,  civil  and  niiliiarv.  being  careful  to  choo.se  those  who 
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already  held  pdices  imder  the  goyertameut  of  North  Carolina — ■ 
and  so  the  ill-starred  state  of  Franklin'’  began  its  career. 
The  new  state  was  named  in  honor  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  as 
the  correspondence  of  Seyier  conclusiyely  shows,  and  the  name 
should  therefore,  alwat's  be  written  Eranliiin,”  and  not 
‘ ' Fra  ok  land.  ” 

The  boundaries  of  the  new  state,  as  set  forth  in  a paper  in 
the  handwriting  of  Col.  Arthur  Campbell  of  Virginia,  were  as 
follows:  ‘‘Beginning  at  a point  on  the  top  of  the  Alleghany 
or  A]>palachian  mountains,  so  as  a line  drawn  due  north  ‘from 
thence  will  touch  the  bank  of  the  New  riyer,  otherwise  called 
Kenliavra.  at  the  contluence  of  Little  riyer,  which  is  about  one 
mile  above  Ingle’s  ferry;  down  the  said  river  Kenbawa  to  the 
mouth  of  Bencovert  or  Greenbriar  river;  a direct  line  from 
thence  to  the  nearest  summit  of  the  Laurel  mountain,  and 
along  the  highest  part  of  the  same  to  the  point  where  It  i.s  in- 
tersected by  the  parallel  of  thirty-seven  degrees  north  latitude; 
west  along  that  latitude  to  a point  where  it  is  met  by  a merid- 
ian line  that  passes  through  the  lower  part  of  the  rapids  of 
Ohio;  south  along  the  meridian  to  Elk  river,  a branch  of  the 
Tennessee;  down  said  river  to  its  mouth,  and  down  the  Ten- 
nessee to  the  most  soiith'wardiy  part  or  bend  in  said  river;  a 
direct  line  from  thence  to  that  branch  of  the  hlobile  called  Pon- 
bis'l-ee  [Tombigbee]  ; down  said  river  Bonbigbee  to  its  junction 
with  the  Coosawatee  river  to  the  mouth  of  that  branch  of  it 
called  the  Higtower  [Etowahl ; thence  south  to  the  top  of  the 
Appalachian  mountains,  or  the  highest  land  that  divides  the 
sources  of  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters;  northwardly 
along  the  middle  of  said  heights  and  the  top  of  the  Appa- 
lachian mountains,  to  the  begiiming. ’’ 

1 am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  or  not  these  pec.ple  in- 
tended their  new  state  to  become  part  of  the  Union.  a»  one  of 
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the  provisions  in  their  proposed  form  of  government  was  that 
“the  inhabitants  w^ithin  these  limits  agree  with  each  other  to 
form  theniselves  into  a free,  sovereign  and  independent  body 
politic  or  state,  by  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Frank- 
lin.” I am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  in  the  beginning  they 
did  not  intend  to  join  the  Union  of  states,  but  that  later  they 
concluded  that  they  would,  as  there  was  an  effort  made  to  have 
Congress  recognize  the  new  state. 

An  examination  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  state  of  Frank- 
lin will  show  that  it  included  fifteen  counties  of  Virginia,  six 
of  West  Virginia,  one-third  of  Kentucky,  one-half  of  Tennessee, 
two-thirds  of  Alabama  and  more  than  one-fourth  of  Georgia. 
Cast  your  eye  over  this  magnificent  area:  see  the  blue  mountains, 
the  sun-browDed  clitTs.  the  beautiful  rivers,  the  broad  valleys 
with  their  golden  wheat-fields  and  verdant  meadows,  with  the 
hundreds  of  sinrller  streams  and  sparkling  springs:  it  seems 
like  one  grand  pmee  of  natural  embroidery,  fashioned  and  put 
together  by  the  fingers  of  infinity  and  spread  out  by  the  hand 
of  the  Almighty,  Think  of  the  iron,  coal,  marble,  lead,  cop- 
per, zinc  and  other  minerals  iiklden  v^rithin  its  soil — you  might 
have  put  a Ciiinese  'vvall  around  the  people  of  the  “state  of 
Franklin,”  and  still  they  could  have  lived  in  absolute  independ- 
ence of  the  outride  world.  There  is  more  iron  and  coal  in  this 
territury  than  (,aii  be  found  in- the  same  area  elsewhere  in  the 
F'uited  States,  and  it  is  today  yielding  a vast  revenue  to  its  in- 
habitants. Y('u  can  stand  on  some  of  its  mountain-tops,  and 
see  the  lieavens  darkened  by  du.y  with  the  pillar  of  cloud,  and 
made  luminous  by  night  with  the  pillar  of  fire,  arising  from 
furnace  and  bjrge  in  the  valleys  i^elow,  and  liear  the  hammer 
of  Thor  beating  the  iron  ril)^  of  those  majestic  old  mountains 
into  the  marvellous  machines  of  modem  invention  and  the  util- 
ities of  a granti  ci^'ilization. 
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At  the  first  session  of  the  geucrai  asscmblj  of  the  state  of 
Franklin,  lield  in  March,  1785,  fifteen  acts  or  laws  ve re  passed. 
In  the  act  levying  a tax  for  the  support  of  the  government  was 
the  following  section: 

Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  afore- 
said land  tax,  and  the  free  polls,  to  be  paid  in  the  followiiig 
manner:  Good  tlax  linen,  t^!n  hundred,  at  three  shillings  and 
six  pence  per  yard.  Nine  hundred  at  three  shillings:  Eight  hun- 
dred two  shillings  and  nine  pence:  Seven  hundred  two  shillings 
and  six  pence:  Six  hundred  two  shillings:  tow  linen  one  shilling 
and  nine  pence:  iinsey  three  shillings;  and  woolen  and  cotton 
iinsey  three  shillings  and  six  pence  per  yard;  Good  clean  beaver 
skin  six  shillings:  cased  Otter  skins  six  shillings;  uncased  ditto 
five  shillings:  rackoon  and  fox  skins  one  shilling  and  three 
pence:  woolen  cloth  at  ten  shillings  per  yard;  bacon  well  cured 
at  six  pence  per  pound:  good  clean  beeswax  one  shilling  per 
pound;  good  clean  talow  six  pence  per  pound:  good  distilled 
rye  whiskey  at  two  shiliings  and  six  pence  per  gallon:  good 
peach  or  apple  brandy  at  three  shillings  per  gallon;  good  country 
made  sugar  at  one  shilling  per  pound:  deer  skins,  the  pattern 
six  shillings:  good  neat  and  well  managed  tobacco  fit  to  be 
prized  that  may  pass  inspection  the  hundred,  fifeeen  shiliings, 
and  so  on  hi  proportion  for  a greater  or  less  quantity. 

The  last  section  of  the  act  is  in  these  words;  ‘hVnd  all  the 
salaries  and  allowances  hereby  made  sliail  be  paid  by  any  treas- 
urer, sheritf  or  collector  of  public  taxes  to  any  person  entitled 
to  the  same,  to  be  paid  in  Specitic  articles  as  collected,  iiud  at 
the  rates  allowed  by  the  state  for  the  same,  or  in  current  money 
of  the  state  of  Franklin.”  This  provision  furnished  those  wlio 
adhered  to  the  North  Carolina  government  much  amusement. 
They  asserted  that  the  salaries  of  the  Governor,  iudges  and 
other  (.ifticers  were  to  be  paid  in  skins,  absolutely;  and,  to  add 
to  their  amusement,  had  them  payable  in  mink  skins  at  that. 
From  this  provision  the  inliabitants  of  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try fell  into  the  habit  of  referring  to  money  as  ‘-mink  skins:'' 
and  this  term,  as  d^^scriptive  of  mone}',  thus  spread  all  over 
the  souliivvestern  country. 
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TIiey  est;m:ited  by  law  two  uollars  and  fifty  ctnis  to  be  eqnal 
to  tifteeii  shillings  of  the  current  money  of  Franklin.  Thej* 
rJiowod  the  Governor  t\Yo  hundred  pounds  aiiiiually ; the  Attor- 
ney General  twenty-live  pounds  for  each  court  he  attended; 
the  Secretary  of  State  twenty-five  pounds  and  fees;  the  judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  one  Iiundred  and  fifty  pounds;  the  assist- 
ant judges  twenty-five  pounds  for  each  court  the}'  attended; 
the  treasurer  forty  pound;  and  each  member  of  the  council  six 
shillings  per  day  for  each  day  of  actual  service. 

A comentioii  met  in  Greeneville,  in  bloveniber,  17S5,  to 
adopt  a constitution.  Up  to  this  time  no  disagreement  had 
taken  place — all  were  for  Franklin;  but  when  the  constitution 
which  had  been  proposed  was  submitted,  it  was  rejected;  and, 
on  inotioTi  of  Ool.  William  Cocke,  the  convention  adopted  the 
entire  constitution  of  North  Carolina.  Thus  began  the  trouble 
which  ended  in  the  overthrow^  of  the  state  of  Franklin. 

I can  not  now  notice  the  various  sessions  held  by  the  assem- 
bly of  Franklin.  It  met  for  the  last  time  in  Greeneville.  in 
September,  1 7S7.  ‘ ‘ During  the  years  1 78t)  and  1 787,  a strange 
spectacle  was  presented— -that  of  two  empires  being  exercised 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  over  one  and  the  same  territory  and 
people.’’  County  courts  were  held  in  the  same  counties,  under 
the  Franklin  and  tlie  North  Carolina  governments;  -‘the  same 
militia  was  caller'  out  by  olficers  appointed  by  each  government; 
laws  w'ere  passed  by  both  a.ssem Idles  ” ; taxes  were  laid  by  author- 
ity of  both  states — ’out  the  people  said  that  they  did  not  know 
which  government  had  the  right  to  receive  their  taxes,  and 
therefore  they  adopted  the  easy  solution  of  paying  to  neither. 
The  Superior  Courts  ot  I’ranklin  were  held  at  Jonesboro;  the 
courts  under  North  Carolina  were  held  at  Davis’s  on  Bulfaio 
creek,  ten  miles  ea.st  of  Jonesboro,  and  at  Col.  Tipton’s.  There 
wei-‘  now  two  strong  parti-}s,  one  um.Icr  Tipton,  adhering  to 
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North  CaroliLa,  and  the  friends  of  Frimklin  follo’vlng  Sevier, 
each  of  whom  endeavored  by  every  possible  means  to  strengthen 
his  cause.  Every  provocation  on  the  one  side  was  surpassed 
in  the  way  of  retaliation  by  a stili  greater  provocation  on  the 
other.  . . . The  clerks  of  the  county  courts  of  Washington, 
Greene  and  Sullivan,  under  Franklin,  issued  marriage  licenses, 
and  many  persons  were  married  by  virtue  of  their  authority,” 

In  F78G,  while  a court  was  in  session  at  Jonesboro,  under 
the  Franklin  government,  Col.  John  Tipton  entered  the  court 
house  with  a party  of  men,  took  the  records  away  from  the 
clerk  and  drove  the  justices  out  of  the  house.  Not  long  after 
this,  Sevier  eiitererl  tlie  house  ''■vhere  the  North  Carolina  court 
was  sitting,  turned  the  justices  out  bodily  and  carried  off  the 
records,  “The  like  acts  were  repeated  several  times  during 
the  existence  of  the  Franklin  government.”  James  Sevier  was 
clerk  of  Washington  county  under  the  Franklin  government,  as 
he  had  been  under  North  Carolina.  Tipton  went  to  Sevier’s 
house  and  took  the  old  records  away  from  him  by  force. 
Shortly  afterward,  the  same  records  were  recaptured,  and 
James  Sevier  hid  them  in  a cave.  During  these  captures  and 
removals  many  of  the  records  were  lost.  Of  the  Franklin  rec- 
ords all  save  one  were  either  lost  or  destroyed. 

This  single  remaining  record  of  the  Franklin  courts  is  not 
only  interesting  but  amusing;  and,  to  be  as  drunk  as  it  un- 
questionably is,  contains  some  law  and  a great  deal  of  early 
history.  This  record  was  evidently  made  late  at  night,  by  the 
light  of  a ‘‘tallovv  dip”  or  a bear-oil  lamp,  witli  a bottle  of 
well-distilled  apple  or  peach  brandy  near  by.  It  is  the  only 
written  record  relative  to  the  ‘dost  state”  and  its  courts  that  I 
have  ever  been  able  to  find.  It  is  like  an  old-time  copy-book. 
On  the  outside  are  the  following  entries  and  memoranda — I 

give  them  literally: 
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State  of  Fruiikliu, — Washiagton  County 

J James  Sevier,  State  of  Franklin  James  Sevier  clerk  of 
Washington  County  State  of  Franklin 
Franklin 
Franklin 
Tnanklin 

Inside,  in  the  same  handwriting,  will  be  found  the  following: 

Good  deeds  are  very  commendable  in  youth. 

Good  many  men  of  good  many  minds 

Good  birds  of  Good  many  kinds 

State  of  Court  Adg’d,  till  court  In  course 

from  a general  insurrection  of  the  times,  to  this  date  7th,  of 
May  1786, 

On  the  next  page  the  record  continues  as  follows: 

Something  ambiguous  will  say  he  went  to  the  Indians,  no 
witnesses,  no  opporturdty,  they  are  not  able  to  proove  any- 
thing. The  meaning  is  to  ’oe  taken,  the  latter  in  contracts, 
deeds  and  wills,  construed  dilferaiitly  was  there  a ejectment, 
and  he  never  tryed.  nothing  can  be  done  until  Ini  unction  issue 
from  the  judge.  The  law  says  no  party  shall  be  tryed  without 
witnesses  Hobgobbiins,  and  Ghosts.  So  many  tryals 

Bead  and  inieriwet  this  record  in  the  dickering  light  of  the 
history  of  the  times.  The  court  had  been  broken  up  and  the 
justices  driven  out  of  the  house— tins,  I suppose,  is  the  ‘‘eject- 
ment referred  John  Sevier  ^vas  at  this  time  on  the  frontier, 
fighting  the  Indians — hence,  he  “went  to  the  Indians.”  There 
was  at  this  tifue  in  tiie  hand.s  of  the  Morth  Carolina  sheritf  a 
bench  warrant  Gm  the  arrest  of  Sevier;  if  he  was  arrested,  the 
charges  against  him  could  not  be  proven  without  witnesses, 
these  w’ouid  be  hard  to  procure  against  John  Sevier,  and  yet  no 
one  could  be  Fiirly  “tryed  without  witnesses.”  So  this  clerk, 
alone  at  midnight,  with  no  company  except  the  iiitsk  whose 
odor  seems  .still  prnceptible  in  the  }»ages  of  his  record,  rear^oned 
and  wrote — until  the  “ Hobgobldius  and  Ghosts”  got  after  him! 

In  January  or  February  of  1788,  John  Sevier’s  property  was 
seized  under  a j'n'nf,-  issued  by  Xorth  C,iroli:ia.  Sevier 
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and  Tipton,  with  their  respective  followers,  met  and  fought  a 
slight  battle  two  miles  south  of  the  present  site  of  Johnson  City, 
ill  which  the  former  was  repulsed.  In  the  following  October, 
Sevier  was  arrested  and  carried  to  North  Carolina  for  trial. 
Soon  afterward,  the  government  of  Franklin  collapsed,  and 
North  Carolina  passed  an  .act  of  ‘-pardon  and  oblivion,’’  and 
reassnmed  her  government  of  these  people. 

The  State  of  Franklin,  in  1787-S,  was  composed  of  the  three 
original  couhties  of  Washington,  Sullivan  and  Greene,  together 
with  four  new  counties — Sevier,  which  covered  the  same  terri- 
ritory  it  now  covers  and  a p-art  of  what  is  now  Blount;  Caswell, 
which  occupied  the  same  section  of  cousiry  now  included  in 
Jeifersou;  Spencer,  which  covered  Hawkins;  and  Wayne,  cov- 
ering Johnson  and  Carter. 

As  late  as  February,  1789,  tlie  record  in  Jonesboro  shows 
the  following  entries;  _ 

James  Allison  and  James  Sevier  came  into  open  court  and 
prayed  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  pardon 
and  oblivion  by  taking  the  oath  provided  by  law,  which  was 
deferred  till  tomorrow  for  want  of  the  acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly.. 

On  the  next  day  the  follownng  entry  was  made: 

James  Sevier,  James  Allison  and  Francis  Baker,  persons 
who  had  irithdra>nri  their  aJ.leiiiance  [from  North  Carolina] 
came  into  open  court,  and  availed  theco-selves  of  the  act  of 
pardon  and  oblivion  by  taking,  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law. 

At  the  February  term,  1788,  of  the  court,  the  following 
order  was  marie  and  entered  of  record: 

Ordered  by  the  Court  that  Johnathan  Pugh  Esqr,  Sherit?  of 
Washington  County,  Talce  ii'to  custody  the  County  court  docket 
of  said  county,  supposed  to  be  in  the  posse.ssion  of  John  Sevier 
Esqr,  And  ti.ie  same  records  l>ring  from  iiim  or  any  other  [)er- 
vSon  or  persons,  in  whose  possession  the\’  are  now,  or  hereafter 
shall  be,  an. I the  same  return  to  the  Court  or  some  succeeding 
court  for  said  C(;iinty. 


3b' 


Dropped  SriTciiEs  in  Tennessee  ITistory. 


At  the  May  term,  17SS,  this  order  vvas  made: 

Ordered  by  the  court  tliat  the  Sheriif  of  this  County  demand 
the  public  records  of  this  County  from  John  Sevier,  former 
clerk  of  the  court. 

The  records  referred  to  nrere  lost,  or  remained  in  the  cave 
where  they  vere  hidden. 

All  opposition  to  North  Carolina  authority  was  now  virtually 
withdrawn,  but  the  people  west  of  the  Alleghanies  worked 
^quietly  for  a separation  and  a new  state. 

North  Carolina  passed  a second  cession  act,  under  the  pre- 
visions of  vdiich,  February  25,  1790.  Samuel  Jobaston  and 
Benjamin  Hawkins,  Senators  in  Congress  from  North  Carolina, 
deeded  the  territory  to  the  United  States,  and  the  sovereignty 
of  North  Carolina  over  it  instantly  expired.  It  has  been  aptly 
said  that  *Hhe  separation  was  not  like  that  of  a disconsolate 
mother  parting  from  a beloved  daughter,  but  rather  like  that 
when  Abraham  said  to  Lot,  -Separate  thyself,  I pray  thee, 
from  me.  If  thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  I will  go  to 
the  right;  or  if  thou  depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I will  go 
to  the  left.  ’ ” 

President  Washington  ap>pointed  William  Blount  Governor 
of  the  territory,  .Vugust  7,  1790.  On  the  10th  day  of  the  fol- 
lowi;\g  October,  Governor  Blount  organized  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, at  the  house  of  Mr.  Cobb,  in  Sullivan  county,  ou  the 
north  sh.le  of  Watauga  river,  since  known  as  the  Massengale 
farm.  al)ove  and  opposite  where  Austin  Springs  are.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  territory  in  July,  1791,  was  .30,1)43,  including 
3,417  sla\es.  The  whole  populatiuii  of  the  Cumberland  settle- 
ment at  that  time  was  7,042. 

November  5,  1791,  the  second  printing  press  introduce'.!  in 
the  '-New  Vrcrld  vrest  of  the  Alleghanies”  was  set  up,  at  Uog-. 
er.sville,  by  Mr.  George  Uouistone. 
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The  people  who  niTde  it  possible  for  Tennessee  to  have  a 
ceotennial  were  a wonderfui  X'cople,  Yvlthin  a period  of  about 
fifteen  years,  they  were  engaged  in  three  revolutions;  partici- 
pated in  organizing  and  lived  under  five  difierent  governments; 
established  a,nd  administered  the  first  free  and  independent 
government  in  America;  founded  the  first  church  and  the  first 
college  in  the  southwest;  put  in  operation  the  second  newspa- 
per in  the  ••  New  World  west  of  tlie  Aileghanies ; ” met  and 
fought  the  British  in  half  a dozen  battles,  from  King’s  hloua- 
tain  to  the  gates  of  Charleston,  gaining  a victor}^  in  every  bat- 
tle; held  in  check,  beat  back  and  tinally  expelled  from  the 
country  four  of  the  mosi  povrerfui  tribe.s  of  Indian  warriors  in 
America;  and  left  Tennesseans  their  fame  as  a heritage,  and  a 
commonwealth  of  which  it  is  their  privilege  to  be  proud. 

These  are  the  people  among  whom  Andrew^  Jackson  settled 
and  began  life,  and  from  whose  character,  example  and  achieve- 
ments he  must  have  received  some  little  degree  of  inspiration. 

Passing  from  the  scene  of  their  toil  and  trials,  their  strug- 
gles and  dangers,  from  war  with  the  savage  and  war  with  the 
civilized,  let  us  devote  a little-  time  to  f urther  examination  into 
their  character,  as  revealed  in  the  judicial  records  made  and 
left  by  them. 


CHAPTER  Hi. 


A U NI  Q UE  CO  CE  T. 

There  may  be  mistake;  error,  fraud  and  injustice  in  court 
proceedings  and  judicial  records-  but  when  such  records 
were  made  more  than  a century  ago,  and  conhiin  some  part 
of  the  history  of  the  people  who  made  them,  and  have  stood 
all  these  years  unchallenged  and  iincoritradicted,  such  records 
may  be  safely  accepted  as  truth.  In  writing  of  a people  more 
than  a century  after  the  period  in  which  they  lived — a people 
who  did  not  liave  a daily  newspaper  in  their  midst  to  chronicle 
their  deeds  and  views,  and  who  were  in  a coimtry  hetw'eeu  which 
and  other  pr?.rt3  of  the  world  there  w’as  but  little  if  any  commu- 
nication— it  is  easy  indeed  for  a facile  winter  to  ascribe  to  them 
characters  which  they  did  not  have,  views  which  they  did  not 
entertain,  and  accomplishments  with  v;hic]i  they  were  not  en- 
titled to  be  credited,  without  taking  much  risk  of  being  con- 
traeiicted. 

The  early  history  of  the  colonies  and  ^‘nevf  settlements’’  in 
North  America  is  and  has  been  for  many  years  a fascinating 
field  for  w-rit'=*rs;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  too  often  a little 
incident  or  tradition  has  been  so  magniiied  by  a too  vivid  im- 
agination that  it  has  appeared  in  print  as  a very  readable  but 
colossal  falsehood.  It  is  also  lamentable  that  the  plain,  un- 
varnished truth  of  history  has,  in  many  in5>tauces,  been  so 
colored  and  distorted  in  the  eiforc  to  make  it  romantic,  that 
many  persons  who  could  have  contributed  much  valuable  infor- 
mation ill  the  way  of  simple  facts  have  not  done  so.  because  of 
a lack  of  tiiat  faculty  of  imaginatioa  which  some  writers  pos- 
sess to  such  a degree  that  they  cun  inform  you  beforehand  that 
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they  are  going  lo  tell  you  a lie — in  part,  at  least — and  yet  v»ill 
tell  it  in  such  beautiful  langiuige  and  in  so  smooth  and  plausible 
a Vv'ay  as  to  ma,ke  you  believe  the  whole  story. 

The  Tennessee  pioneers  did  not  have  any  one  with  them  in 
their  earlie.st  days  to  write  an  account  of  their  experiences,  or 
to  portray  their  lives  and  characters;  nor  did  they  have  any 
newspapers  to  make  a record  of  their  doings  in  the  business 
coiicems  and  atfairs  of  life;  a,nd  if  they  wrote  any  letters  on 
these  matters,  they  have  not  been  preserved.  They  had,  how- 
ever, at  Jonesboro,  a ‘‘County  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter 
Sessions,’'  in  which  they  made  and  left  a record  showing  much 
that  they  did,  and  from  wdilcii,  even  at  this  late  day,  we  can 
get  a very  clear  insight  into  their  views  as  to  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  citizenship,  the  power  and  duty  of  courts,  as 
well  as  their  notions  co-ucerning  the  business  and  social  rela- 
tions of  life,  and  indeed  on  all  matters  which,  in  their  judg- 
ment, perraiued  in  any  way  to  the  peace,  good  fame  and  welfare 
of  the  community  and  of  individuals.  I shall,  therefore,  quote 
literally  much  from  these  old  original  records  kept  in  Washing- 
ton coupty---the  quotations  being  taken  from  the  records  of  that 
county  only,  tor  the  reason  that  it  was  the  first  county  estab- 
lished and  organized  in  what  is  now  Tennessee,  and  included 
for  quite  a Time  all  of  the  early  settlements  in  what  is  comnionly 
kno^vn  as  -‘upper  East  Tennessee.”  The  same  character  of 
entries  will  no  doubt  be  found  in  the  old  records  kept  in  Sul- 
livan, Greene,  Davidson,  Hawkins,  Sumner,  Tennessee  and 
Knox  counties.  In  all  of  wdiicii  Jackson  practised  as  an  attorney 
or  presided  as  a judge.  The  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the 
counties  named,  especially  those  that  will  be  set  out,  will  be  of 
interest  not  abme  to  Tennesseans,  Imt  also  to  the  dcsceiidants, 
scattered  tUroughout  the  soutiivvest  and  west,  of  the  men  wlio 
made  these  records. 
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The  hrst  session  of  the  court  was  held  at  the  log-cabin  of 
Charles  Roberson,  near  Jonesboro,  February  23,  1778.  It  ^Yas 
cou3posed  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  whose  names  have  been 
given  as  subscribers  to  the  oath  set  out  in  a preceding  chapter. 
After  the  court  had  been  organized  by  electing  officers,  its  first 
act  was  to  fine  John  Sevier,  Jr.,  for  some  minor  matter  which 
was  gravely  denominated  “a  contempt  to  the  court.”  John 
Sevier,  Sr. , had  just  been  elected  clerk  of  the  court,  and  was 
undoubtedly  the  most  induential  man  in  the  country,  on  account 
of  his  meritorious  character — but  this  did  not  shield  the  son. 
The  fine  was  not  remitted;  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  John 
Sevier  the  clerk  endeavored  in  any  way  to  interpose. 

On  the  second  day,  “William  Cocke  by  bis  counsel  Waight- 
sell  Avery  moved  to  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  this 
County  of  Yv' asbington  which  motion  was  rejected  by  the  Court 
knowing  that  John  Sevier  was  entitled  to  the  office,”  This  is 
absoIuteU”  the  whole  of  the  record.  It  was  the  first  contested 
election  case  that  occurred  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
and  was  between  iw’o  citizens  who  became  very  distinguished — 
Cocke  having  been  elected  one  of  the  first  twm  Senators  from 
Tennessee,  while  Sevier,  after  holding  all  the  other  offices  within 
the  gift  of  the  people  of  that  county,  was  elected  a representa- 
tive in  Congress  and  six  times  chosen  Governor  of  Tennessee. 
The  worthy  justices,  “knowing,”  as  they  said,  that  Sevier  had 
been  elected,  without  hearing  Mr.  Cocke,  his  counsel  or  any  evi- 
dence whatsoever,  swore  in  Sevier  as  clerk. 

These  entries  follow: 

Ordered  that  David  lliakley  be  fined  30  L.  for  insulting  the 
Court. 

Ordered  that  Hump  Gibson  be  fined  10  L.  for  swearing  in 
Court. 

Then,  after  passing  upon  a motion  or  tw'o — 
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Ordered  tuat  Epiiriam  Uuulap  Attj.  be  fined  5 Dollars  for 
insulting  the  Court,  especially  Eichard  White. 

It  is  not  likely  that  any  member  of  this  court  had  ever  held 
any  oflice  prior  to  his  appointment  as  a justice  of  the  peace 
therein,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  many  of  them  had  ever  been 
in  a court  of  any  kind  before  they  organized  that  which  they 
constituted;  and  yet  the  record  shows  that,  from  the  first  day 
of  the  first  term,  and  on  through  all  of  the  man}*  stormy  ses- 
sions which  they  held  thereafter,  they  guarded  and  defended 
jealously  the  dignity  of  their  court,  and  enforced  obedience  to 
its  mandates.  It  was  a heinous  olfe-nce  indeed,  and  visited 
with  condign  punishment,  to  “insult  the  Court.” 

The  aggregate  fines  imposed  on  Sam  Tate,  at  one  term, 
amounted  to  forty  thousand  pounds;*  and  while  fines  were  im- 
posed on  some  one  at  every  term,  there  are  but  two  entries  to 
be  found  on  the  record,  from  the  February  term,  1778,  to  and 
including  the  November  term,  1790,  showing  that  such  lines 
were  remitted. 

At  the  May  term,  1778,  a somewhat  embarrassing  question 
presented  itself.  Some  one  of  three  persons,  it  would  appear, 
had  taken  from  Samuel  Sherrill,  t without  his  cousent,  his  bay 
gelding,  and  left  the  country.  They  could  not,  therefore,  get 
any  one  of  the  suspected  persons  into  court  or  iu  custody,  and 
they  must  have  been  in  douljt  as  to  which  of  tiie  three  did  in 
fact  ride  the  horse  otf ; so  they  said; 

On  motion  it  appears  that  Joshua  Williams  Johmithaii  Helms 
and  a certain  James  Lindiey  did  Feloniously  Stenl  a certain 
Bay  gelding  liorse  from  Sami  Sberill  Senr.  ()rdere<l  that  if 
the  Said  Sami  Sheri  11  can  find  any  property  of  the  said  Joshua 
Williams  Joiinuthau  Heims  & said  Lindiey  that  he  take  same 
into  hia  possession. 

(’ontluenu’  currency. 

t This  ^vas  the  father  of  Catherine  Sherrill,  the  “ Ronnie  Kate  ” of  John  Sevier. 
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So  far  as  the  record  shows,  they  never  caught  any  of  the  de- 
fendants, but  Sherrill,  must  have  got  close  on  them  at  one  time; 
for,  at  the  August  term,  the  court  “ordered  that  a saddle  and 
coat  the  property  of  Joshua  Williams  be  sold  and  the  money 
arising  therefrom  be  left  in  the  possession  of  Sami  Sherill.” 
They  could  not  capture  and  punish  the  thieves,  but  they  could 
and  did  authorize  Sherrill  to  seize  the  property  of  the  rascals 
vrherever  he  could  find  it. 

The  first  case  of  high  treason  tried  by  the  court  was  at  the 
August  term,  1778.  This  is  the  record: 

State  ) 

c.  High  Treason. 

Moses  Crawford.  ) 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  that  the  defendant  be  im- 
prisoned during  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Sherifi  take  the  whole  of  his  estate  into  custody  which  must  be 
valued  by  a jury  at  the  next  Court  and  that  the  one  half  of  the 
said  estate  be  kept  by  the  said  Sherilf  for  the  use  of  the  State 
and  the  other  half  remitted  to  the  family  of  defendant. 

I have  not  examined  the  statute  under  w'hich  this  coarity 
court  tried,  convicted  and  imprisoned  defendants  charged  with 
treason,  and  confiscated  their  property,  to  see  whether  or  not 
the}"  had  a right  to  remit  one  half  of  confiscated  property  to  the 
family  of  the  defendant,  for  the  reason  that  I do  not  wish  to 
know  how  the  fact  was.  I am  satisified  with  the  record  as  they 
made  it,  and  leave  others  to  look  up  the  statute. 

Having  disposed  of  Crawford — and  his  property  too — they 
took  up  the  case  of  Isaac  Buller,  whom,  as  he  bad  neither 
family  nor  property,  and  the  evhlence,  if  any  was  heard  (on 
motion),  was  a little  vague,  they  simply  put  iii  prison  until  an 
opportunity  should  otfer  to  make  a better  use  of  him.  This  is 
the  summary  manner  in  which  they  disposed  of  Isaac; 

On  motion  of  Dimhi}>  that  Isaac  Buller  8houM  Se 

sent  to  the  Conti.  Army,  and  there  to  Serve  three  Years  or 
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JDurirtg  the  War  On  Hearing  the  facts  it  is  Ordered  i)y  the  Court 
That  the  said  Isaac  Bulier  Be  Immediately  Committed  to  G-aoI 
and  there  Safely  kept  imtil  the  said  Isaac  can  be  delivered  unto 
A Continent’i  Officer  to  be  Conveyed  to  Head  Quarters. 

At  the  February  term.  1TT9,  the  court  made  and  entered  qf 
record  an  order  prescribing  the  charges  that  tavern-keepers 
might  exact  from  guests  as  follows: 

Diet  OSs. 0:  Lodging  1 night  good  bed  and  clean  sheets  Is. 
6d:  Paim  Wine  or  Brandy  3L.4s.0i  Toddy  pr  Quart.  A sprts 
of  Bum  therein  8s.  0.  and  so  in  proportion.  Corn  or  Oats  per 
Gal  4s,  0:  Stabledge  with  hay  or  fodder  24  hrs  4s.  0:  Pastur- 
age 24  hiS.  2s:  Cyder  pr  art  4s.  0 : Bear  pr  qrt  2s.  0 : W^hisky 
pr  Gallon  2L.  0.0: 

After  they  had  put  the  above  on  record,  they  entered  upon 
the  trial  of  their  second  case  of  a very  high  crime,  as  the  follow- 
ing entry  shows: 


On  hearing  the  facts  and  considering  the  testimony  of  the 
Witnesses  It  is  tlie  Opinion  of  the  Court  That  the  defendant  be 
sent  to  the  District  Gaol  It  Apg.  To  the  Court  that  the  said 
Leivis  is  a spm  or  Lii  Officer  from  Fiorida  out  of  the  English 
Army. 

At  this  term,  besides  transacting  routine  business,  they  tried 
ten  persons  on  charges  of  treason,  convicted  five  of  them, 
ordered  their  property  confiscated,  and  sent  them  to  the  district 
jail  at  Salisbury — and  the  entire  record  of  the  term  is  contained 
on  twelve  pages! 

If  this  court  could  have  been  transferred  to  the  more  intelli- 
gent states  of  Massachusetts  or  Xew  Hampshire,  and  lead  held 
a few  terms  therein,  ‘‘Shays’s  rebellion’'’  would  have  been 
crushed  out  in  a week,  or  all  the  “gaols”  wmild  luive  been 
filled  with  the  reixdliou;-.  and  th^‘  prd'lic  treasury  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  coiiriscated  property.  These  patriots  were  in  earnest. 
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At  the  3Iiiy  term.  1779,  two  entries  appear  as  having  been 
made  on  the  same  day.  which  show  two  sides  of  this  remark- 
able court.  The  first  entry  is  as  follovrs: 

State  h 

V.  y For  stealing  a Ploughshear,  hogs  a?id  some 

Pat  MtJRPHEv  ) other  Things 

The  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  the  defendant  pay  33L.  6s. 
8d.  to  Zachr.  Isbell  for  his  Hog  & 26L.  13s.  4 to  Thos.  Evans 
for  his  Hog  and  ten  pounds  fine  And  also  receive  Twenty  Lashes 
on  his  bare  .Back  well  laid  on  by  the  Sherill  or  Deputy. 

The  other  entry  was: 

Ordered  that  John  TIurphey  be  fined  the  sura  of  Twenty 
pounds  for  111  Treatment  to  his  reputed  father  Pat  Murpliey. 

The  court  said  that,  in  its  opinion,  Pat  Murphey  was  a bad 
man — and  he  was,  as  other  cases  in  the  records  against  him 
show;  ami  they  had  him  whipped,  fined  him  and,  under  the 
operation  of  the  court’s  adjustable  jurisdiction,  rendered  judg- 
ment against  Mm  in  a criminal  case  for  the  value  of  two  hogs; 
but  these  ‘ ‘ backwoods  ” justices  of  the  peace  said  to  the  reputed 
son  of  this  old  and  hardened  criminal  that  ‘Mil  Treatment”  of 
a father,  by  even  a reputed  son,  would  not  be  tolerated  in  that 
community. 

At  this  Jlay  term,  and  following  the  entries  just  given,  is 
another,  which,  in  a few  words  and  (so  far  as  the  record  shows) 
without  any  previous  notice,  deprives  a citizen  of  his  liberty 
and  of  further  opportuniU'  to  do  harm  to  ‘‘  the  common  cause 
of  liberty,”  on  the  mere  motion  of  the  state’s  attorney.  Here 
it  is: 

On  motion  of  E.  Dunlap  State  Attorney  it  is  ordered  that 
John  Holly  for  his  ill  practices  in  Harboring  and  AV)etting  dis- 
orderly persons  who  are  prejudicial  and  Inimical  to  the  Com- 
mon Cause  of  I.iberty  and  Frctpiently  Disturbing  our  public 
Tranquility  in  Geuh  be  Imprisoned  for  the  Term  A Time  of 
One  Year. 
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Up  to  the  date  of  the  entry  of  this  order  imprisoiiiug  John 
Holly  ‘'for  the  term  and  time  of  one  year,”  on  the  mere  mo- 
tion of  the  state’s  attorney,  the  record  shows  a little  more  for- 
mality in  convictions  for  treason  and  the  confiscation  of  prop- 
erty, as  it  will  appear  from  the  recitals  that  the  court,  “on 
considering  the  facts,”  or  “on  hearing  the  witnesses  for  eH- 
dence],”  “are  of  opinion,”  etc. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  there  can  be  found  (outside  of 
Tennessee)  another  such  judicial  record  as  this  one,  made  and 
entered  on  a mere  m.otion,  without  the  accused  having  previous 
notice  or  (so  far  as  the  record  shows)  being  present  in  person 
or  by  attorney,  and  without  any  evidence  being  heard  to  sup- 
port the  charge,  embodied  in  the  motion,  that  Holly  was  an 
enemy  to  the  public  tranquillity  generally  and  guilty  of  other 
specified  offences.  It  is  safe  to  assume,  however,  that  the  court 
“knew’”  he  was  guilty,  as  they  “knew”  that  John  Sevier  was 
entitled  to  the  oTice  of  clerk  when  they  dismissed  Cocke’s  con- 
test without  hearing  him  at  all. 

At  this  term,  the  court  “nominated  and  appointed  John 
Sevier,  Jesse  Walton  and  Zacbr.  Isbell  to  take  into  possession 
such  property  as  should  be  contiscated, ” and  they  gave  “bond 
as  such  commissioners  in  the  sum  of  Hive  Hundred  and  Fiftv 
Thousand  pounds.  ” 

And  they  had  the  “tax-dodger”  with  them  also,  as  early  as 
August,  1779 — the  good  citizen  who  always  wants  his  full  share 
of  attention  and  protection  by  the  law,  without  paying  his  just 
proportion  of  the  taxes  to  support  the  government;  but  he  could 
not  escape  this  court's  rosonrceful  remedies  for  all  exigencies. 
Here  is  given  the  disposition  of  the  case: 

Ordered  that  the  Slierirf  Collect  from  Wm.  51ore  four  fold: 
his  Taxal'Ie  property  being  apj'aised  by  the  Br-st  Informacion 
that  John  Woods.  Jao«>b  Brown  A'  .Johnathan  Tipton  Assessors 
could  get — to  the  sum  of  l-light  tiious.aiid  pounds. 
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Even  tiie  smart  and  rascaliy  tax-dodger  could  not-  evade  the 
law,  with  a court  like  that  one  to  take  hold  of  him. 

At  the  May  term,  1780,  it  was  ‘“Ord.  that  a fine  of  One 
Hundred  pounds  be  imposed  on  John  Chisholm  Esqr  for  being 
Guilty  of  Striking  and  Beating  Abram  Denton  in  the  Court 
Yard  also  Disturbing  the  peace  and  Decorum  of  the  Court  and 
that  the  Clerk  issue  an  execution  for  the  same.”  This  fine  is 
here  set  out  for  the  reason  that  John  Chisholm  was  one  of  the 
first  justices  appointed  for  the  county — he  was  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  court  that  imposed  this  fine — and,  as  the  records 
show,  was  wealthy  and  prominent  in  public  affairs,  being  trusted 
with  various  appointments  by  the  court;  and  yet  he  did  not 
escape  the  hand  of  correction  so  often  laid  on  offenders  by  the 
court  in  one  or  another  way.  The  offence  for  which  he  was 
fined  was  .committed,  not  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  but  out 
in  the  court-yard.  I very  much  doubt  if  an  instaiice  prior  to 
this  one  can  be  found,  where  the  limits  within  which  it  has 
been  held  that  a contempt  of  court  could  be  committed  have 
been  so  extended  as  to  include  the  court-yard. 

At  the  November  term,  1780,  the  court  formulated  and  en- 
tered the  following  very  remarkable  order: 

The  Court  appointed  John  Sevier,  William  Cobb,  Thomas 
Houghton  and  Andrew  Greer  Commissioners  for  the  County  to 
be  Judges  of  the  Different  kinds  of  paper  Emissions  in  Circu- 
lation in  this  County  or  may  be  iiereafter,  in  order  to  prevent 
frauds  and  Impositions  that  might  be  committed  on  said  County, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  Detecting  and  Suppressing  Coins  of  this 
kind,  who  shall  be  the  Judges  A Viewers  of  all  such  Monies. 

The  record  recites  that  these  commissioners  and  judges  “took 
the  oath  and  entered  into  bond  for  the  performance  of  sd  Trust.  ” 

At  the  time  these  four  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  a high 
commission  to  be  “judges  and  viewers”  <*f  the  currency  of  the 
realm,  and  “detectors  and  siip[)res.->ers  ” of  spurious  or  counter- 
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feit  “colas”  and  “paper  emissions  in  circalatioa, ” all  kinds  of 
“such  monies”  seem  to  have  gotten  into  “the  new  world  west 
of  the  Alleghanies,  ” for,  at  tlie  same  term  of  the  court  making 
the  order  regulating  the  charges  of  tavern-keepers,  referred  to 
above,  two  rates  or  schedules  were  prescribed,  one  in  “paper 
emissions,”  the  other  in  “coins.”  The  order  of  the  county 
court  creating  this  commission  and  investing  it  with  power  to 
“'view”  and  “judge”  of  the  genuineness  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  to  detect  and  suppress  such  of  it  as  should  be 
adjudged  fraudulent,  does  not  point  out  the  way,  lay  down  any 
rules  or  provide  any  method  for  the  guidance  and  direction  of 
the  commission  in  the  exercise  of  the  po'wers  given  or  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  imposed.  It  says  simply  what  they  shall 
do,  or  rather  what  they  have  been  appointed  to  do,  and  then 
leaves  them  to  do  it.  That  they  found  out  an  etfective  way  to 
exercise  their  powers  there  is  not  a doubt.  They  did  not  need 
to  be  given  “mandatory”  power.  “Counterfeiters”  ha<l  been 
“dealt  with,”  before  this  domestic  monetary  commission  was 
created,  b}'  some  of  the  same  men  who  constituted  the  com- 
mission. 

One  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  duties  that  devolved 
upon  this  commission,  under  the  terms  of  the  order  creating  it — 
particularly  the  w’ords,  “in  order  to  prevent  frauds  and  impo- 
sitions that  might  be  committerl. ” etc. — was  in  cases  where  a 
question  was  raised  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  money  c.tfered 
in  payment  by  a citizen  known  to  be  upright  and  free  from  any 
suspicion  of  handling  spurious  money,  to  another  e(iually  honest, 
who  refused  it  because  he  was  doubtful  as  to  its  being  “good 
money.”  The  “judges  andi  viewers”  were  called  in  to  take 
action,  and  had  to  decide  in  etfect  whether  or  not  the  money 
otfered  was  a “legal  tender,”  Their  'iecision  was  accepted; 
and  Lenv’oforth  that  particular  money  circulated,  if  so  ordere'h 
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without  qviestioii,  and  performed  all  the  functions  of  money, 
whether  it  was  in  fact  genuine  or  spurious:  if  the  decision  was 
adverse,  that  money  was  thenceforth  worthless. 

As  an  incident  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  these 
“judges  and  viewers.’’  arose  the  cp.iestion  occasionally  of  guilt 
or  innocence,  when  a charge  of  counterfeiting  or  of  wilfully 
and  knowingly  pa-ssing  spurious  money  was  preferred.  The 
person  so  charged  was  tried  before  the  high  ciuTency  commis- 
sion, and  its  tinding  or  judgment  not  only  settled  the  question 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  but  made  the  par- 
ticular currency  involved  either  “sound  money”  or  counterfeit 
in  that  entire  coimtr}.  John  Sevier,  according  to  tradition, 
wars  chairman  of  the  commission;  if  his  name  was  written  on 
the. “paper  emission,”  it  passed  current  thereafter,  and  when 
offered  in  payment  was  a “legal  tender.” 

The  court  also  “Ordered  that  Capt.  John  Patterson  deliver 
unto  John  Halley  a Certain  Fade  Gun  being  the  property  of 
said  John  Halley.” 

Some  very  serions  difference  or  grave  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  court  and  Mr.  James  Gibson  must  have  occun*ed  at 
the  November  term,  17-30,  or  at  some  time  previous,  if  the 
record  left  in  reference  thereto  be  correct — and  who  would 
doubt  it?  vThether  or  not  the  court  intended  to  suppress  free- 
dom of  speech  generally,  it  must  be  admitted  that  its  action 
toward  Gibson  would  certainly  tend  toward  suppressing  the 
public  expression  of  a want  of  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
that  court,  and  putting  a stop  to  the  practice  of  “throwing  out 
speeches’’  against  it.  The  record  relates  that — 

James  Gibson  beiog  Iwought  ’oeiore  the  Court,  for  through- 
iog  Out  Speeches  Against  the  Court,  to-wit, — baying  tha:  the 
Court  was  purjured  and  wuiil-i  not  do  Justice,  and  Cither  Glare- 
ing  Insults.  The  <’ourt  On  Coii-iJering  the  matter  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  said  James  Cibsuii  is  guilty  of  a ffagraiit 
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PJrcricU  of  The  peace  A for  the  same  and  the  glaiving  and  Bare- 
ing  insults  odered  to  the  Court  do  order  that  the  said  James 
(jribson  be  lined  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  & that  lie 
be  kept  in  custody  until  same  is  secured, 

Gibson,  as  the  record  shows,  secured  the  fine.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  any  of  the  ‘ = speeches”  which  he  had  been 
‘throwing  out”  were  made  in  the  court  room  or  in  hearing  of 
the  court,  because  the  record  states  that  he  was  ‘ ‘ brought  be- 
fore the  court.”  When  and  where  he  assailed  this  august  body 
does  not  appear.  This  did  not  matter  to  them:  their  jurisdic- 
tion was  as  wide  as  the  universe,  and  their  pow'er  to  punish 
him  unquestionable,  as  they  believed.  The  tine  imposed  on 
John  Chisholm,  a member  of  the  court,  for  sci iking  and  beat- 
ing Abram  Denton  out  in  the  court-yard : the  fine  imposed  on 
John  Alurphey,  for  ‘Ail  treatment”  of  his  reputed  father,  no 
doubt  at  home;  the  order  directing  Capt.  Patterson  to  deliver 
“unto  John  Hailey”  a gun  decided  by  the  court  to  be  “the 
property  of  said  John  Halley”;  the  method  employed  to  pun- 
ish Gibson;  the  creation  of  a commission  to  determine  in  effect 
what  money  should  or  should  not  be  a legal  tender,  as  well  as 
the  other  matters,  hereafter  to  be  related,  to  which  they  gave 
attention,  show-  th;it  this  remarkable  couri  had  no  idea  of  hav- 
ing its  powers  limited  and  defined  or  its  jurisdiction  circum- 
scribed. 

. Only  two  orders  of  the  May  term,  1781,  will  be  noticed. 
The  first  is,  “ Ord,  that  Sami  Tate  be  tine*l  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds^  for  a contempt  of  Court  and  that  the  Clerk 
issue  F.  Facious  vs  his  estate  for  the  .same.  ’ On  a subsequent 
day  of  the  term,  the  clerk  ackiiowleriges  the  receipt  of  the  fine 
imposed  on  Tate.  The  other  order  Is:  “Ordered  that  Jesse 
Greer  be  fined  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  pouiuis  for  a Contempt 
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oli'ered  tbe  Court  d'c  in  refusing  to  deliYer  unto  the  Vfidow 
Dyckes  her  property  as  Directed  By  Order  of  the  Court.” 
Under  their  rules  of  practice,  they  did  not  require  the  "Widow 
Dycke.s”  to  eiupioy  a lawyer  and  bring  an  action  of  replerin 
against  Greer;  they  had  heard  the  case  at  a former  term  ••on 
motion,”  without  stating  on  the  record  who  made  the  motion, 
and  bad  directed  Greer  to  deliver  the  property  in  question  to' 
the  widow  Dyckes,  which  he  had  refused  to  do.  They  did  not 
require  her  to  employ  counsel  to  sue  Greer  and  recover  a judg- 
ment for  the  value  of  the  property  detained  from  her,  issue 
execution,  levy  on  and  sell  the  property  to  satisfy  the  judg- 
ment; they  made  use  of  a much  more  direct  method,  by  hold- 
ing Mr,  Greer  liable  for  contempt,  and  resorting  to  their  favor- 
ite mode  of  administering  justice  without  delay — to-wit,  “on 
motion”  and  “ordered.” 

At  the  3iay  term,  17S2,  nothing  of  any  considerable  conse- 
quence was  done.  The  court  -‘nominated  and  appointed  John 
Sevier  William  Cocke  and  Valentine  Sevier  Commissioners  of 
Confiscation  for  the  year  1782,  whereupon  sd.  Comr’s  entered 
into  bond  with  security  for  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand 
pound-,  Specie.” 

The  court,  at  this  term,  gave  to  a citizen  who  had  evidently 
been  “ liiuing  out”  permission  to  return  to  the  settlements,  as 
the  folh)wing  order  shows: 

On  motion  that  Joshua  Baiilding  should  l>e  admitted  to  come 
in  and  Kemain  hencefortli  jieaceably  in  this  County.  On  pro- 
viso, tl'iMt  he  conq)h’  with  tne  Laws  provided  for  persons  being 
inimical  to  the  t^tate  and  liave  Rendered  Service  that  will  ex- 
piate any  Crime  that  he  has  been  Guilty  of  inimical  to  this 
State  or  the  United  States,  The  Court  on  considering  the  same 
Grant  Lhe  .sd  Leave. 

This  order,  and  others  similar  to  it.  which  are  not  given  place 
in  thi"  c lapter.  serve  to  e-tablish  h<^\n>nd  question  the  inten-e 
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loyalty  ui  the  members  of  the  court  to  the  common  cause  of 
liberty  ” (as  the  struggle  of  the  Americans  then  going  on  against 
Great  Britain  was  always  designated),  and  rdso  the  vigilance 
with  which  they  must  have  scrutinized  the  conduct  of  each  in- 
dividual. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Baulding  had  fled  and 
was  hiding  in  the  hills  or  mountains,  and  that  he  knew  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  return  or  -‘come  in”  without  the  permission  of 
the  court. 

The  August  term,  17S2,  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  in 
the  history  of  the  court.  It  was  a Court  of  Oyer  and  Term- 
iner & Genh  Gaol  Deliveiy,”  as  well  as  for  other  county  pur- 
poses. At  this  term  it  was  presided  over  for  the  first  time  by 
a judge — ‘Uhe  Honl.  Spruce  McCay  Esqr  Present  and  Presid- 
ing.” He  had  the  court  opened  by  proclamation,  and  with  ail 
the  formality  and  solemnity  characterizing  the  opening  of  the 
English  courts. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  term,  John  Vann  was  found  guilty, 
by  a jury,  of  horse-stealing,  the  punishment  for  which  at  that 
time  was  death.  On  the  same  day  the  record  contains  an  entry 
to  tlie  effect  that  “ the  Jury  who  passed  upon  the  Tryal  of  John 
Yami  beg  Leave  to  Eecommend  him  to  the  Court  for  IMercy 
but  no  mercy  was  shown  him  by  ‘-the  Honl.  Spruce  McCay 
Esqr,”  as  the  record  discloses  further  along.  During  the  week, 
two  more  unfortunates — Isaac  Chote  and  William  White — were 
found  guilty  of  horse-stealing;  and,  on  the  last  day  of  the  term 
(August  20),  Judge  McCay  diisposes  of  all  three  of  these  crim- 
inals in  one  order,  as  follow^s:  '^‘Ord  that  John  Vann  Isaac 
Chote  A Wm  White  now  Under  Sentence  of  Death  be  executed 
on  the  tenth  day  of  September  next.”  This  is  the  whole  of  the 
entry. 

The  judge  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  three  persons 
name<i  in  the  order  were  “ und<?r  seiitenc'f'  of  death.”  No  such 
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sentence  is  to  be  found  of  record— all  that  appears  is  an  entry 
of  the  style  of  the  case,  as  State  vs  ''  etc.,  in  each  case,  and 
the  entry  opposite  the  case,  that  the  Jury  sworn  to  pass  upon 
the  Tryal  do  hnd  the  defendant  guilty  in  manner  and  form  as 
charged  in  the  indictment’';  but  there  is  no  formal  sentence  o'f 
death  entered  of  record  in  either  of  the  three  cases.  It  is  not 
probable  that  a parallel  proceeding  can  be  found  in  judicial  his- 
tory. Judge  McCa}”  utterly  ignored  the  unanimous  action  of 
the  jury  who  recommended  John  Yann  to  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  Can  a case  be  found  where  a judge,  in  the  United  States, 
ever  refused  mercy  to  a criminal  who  was  commended  to  him 
for  mere}' by  the  jury  that  found  him  guilty?  Can  another 
case  be  found  where  a judge  caused  three  persons  to  be  ••exe- 
cuted” by  one  order,  consisting  of  five  lines  and  seventeen 
words,  exclusive  of  the  names  of  the  criminals? 

Judge  YcCay  omits  entirely  to  direct  the  method  of  execut- 
ing the  throe  criminals — he  does  not  say  whether  they  shall  be 
hanged,  shot,  burned  or  drowned — but  they  were  executed, 
either  with  rope,  rifle  or  tomahawk,  according  to  the  good 
taste  of  the  snerifl  or  the  wishes  of  the  defendants. 

Tradition  in  that  country  gave  Judge  IMcCay  the  character 
of  a heartless  tyrant.  He  was  said,  while  judge,  to  have  al- 
ways been  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  suits  tried  beftcre  him; 
and  he  never  failed  to  let  it  be  known  which  side  he  was  on. 
He  frequently  indulged  in  lecturing,  not  to  say  abusing,  juries 
publicly,  when  they  returned  verdi(fls  contnny  to  his  wishes 
and  instructions.  Dut  ••the  Houl.  Spruce  McCay  K-or”  found 
his  match  in  the  jurie.s.  They  could  not  ])C  driven  or  intimi- 
dated into  giving  verdicts  contrary  to  their  conviction.'^ ; an<i 
whenever  they  diflered  with  the  judge — and  they  always  knew 
his  vie%vs — in  a case  <>f  weight  or  serious  results,  they  would 
deliberately  disperse,  go  to  their  homes,  .‘unl  not  return  any 
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ir.ore  during  that  term  of  court.  In  a case  styled  ^ ‘ State  ts 
Taylor,”  the  record  siiows  that  tlie  jury  was  sworn  and  the  de- 
feralant  put  on  •■Tryala'  Xothing  more  appears  except  the 
following  significant  entry:  ‘‘State  vs.  Taylor.  The  jury  hav- 
ing failed  to  come  back  into  court,  it  i.s  therefore  a mistrial.”  ' 

Judge  3lcCay  may  only  have  been,  as  has  been  said  of  him, 
“a  man  of  strong  character,  determined  and  fearless  in  dis- 
charging his  duty” — but  so  were  the  juries  in  that  county,  as 
the  records  show. 

At  the  diay  term,  1783,  there  was  made  an  entry,  which, 
when  taken  in  connection  with  one  which  will  be  given  imme- 
diately after  it,  will  show  bow  wise!}"  these  pioneers  judged  of 
men.  and  how  necessary,  sometimes,  it  was  for  them  to  take 
measures  which  at  the  time  appeared  harsh  and  cruel.  The 
lirst  entry  :s  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  Lewis  & Elias  Pybourn  that  they  who  is  at 
this  time  Lying  out  and  keep  themselves  Secreted  from  Justice 
that  the  Court  would  permit  tliem  to  Return  to  their  Respective 
Houses  and  places  of  abode  and  Tiiem  the  said  Lewis  A Elias 
Pybourn  to  give  bond  and  sufficient  Security  for  their  Good 
behavior  Ac.  The  Court  on  consideration  of  the  matter  do 
Grant  and  Give  Ji^-ave  unto  said  Elias  A iiCwus  Pv'bourn  to  Re- 
turn aceoidingiy  on  their  giving  bond  A approved  security  to 
Capt,  John  Newman  for  their  Good  behavior  Ac. 

A final  entry,  made  in  the  “Superior  Court  of  Law'  and 
Equity”  at  Jonesboro,  seven  years  later — at  the  August  term, 
1790 — 111  the  case  of  the  “State  of  North  Carolina  Against 
Elias  Pybourn  for  Horse  Stealing,”  justifies  the  members  of 
the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  in  having  required 
Elias  Pybourn  to  give  security  for  his  future  good  behavior. 
The  full  mitry  is  as  follows: 

The  defendant  being  called  to  the  Rar  and  asked  if  he  had 
anytldnu  to  say  why  ‘sentence  .'h'.'uld  n<>t  be  passed  upon  him 
Saith  N'otiiing.  H is  tlierefore  Ordei-ed  ibat  tlie  said  Elias 
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Pybourn  be  confined  in  the  publick  Pillory  one  Hour.  That  lie 
have  both  bis  ears  nailed  to  t!ie  Pillory  and  severed  from  his 
Head;  That  he  receive  at  the  public]':  Tv’hipping  post  tiiirty  nine 
lashes  well  laid  On;  and  bo  branded  on  the  Idgbt  cheek  with 
the  letter  H,  and  on  bis  left  cheek  with  the  letter  T.  and  that 
the  Slierirt'  of  hVashington  ('ounty  put  this  sentence  in  execu- 
tion between  the  hours  of  Twelve  and  Two  this  day. 

Horrible,  awful  [)auishment!  Marked  for  life;  a description 
of  his  crime  burned  on  and  into  his  face  with  a hot  iron — 
“Horse  Thief’;  both  of  his  ears  cut  off  close  up  to  his  head. 
Wnat  a hideous  spectacle  1 YTas  the  mark  placed  upon  Cain  by 
the  Almighty  such  that  when  people  met  him  they  said,  * ‘ Let 
him  aloiit,*;  keen  your  hands  ofT  him:  he  has  been  pimished 
sudlciently  already  ”?  Would  not  people  say  the  same  of  poor, 
debased,  degraded  Pybourn? 

Was  the  punishment  inflicted  on  P^diourn  barbarous?  Yes; 
but  the  court  had  warned  him  of  the  wrath  to  come,  and  had 
first  made  him  flee  to  the  forest  for  safety — better  had  he  gone 
to  the  Indians — and  bad  then  gireu  Lim  permission  to  return 
to  his  home,  on  condition  that  he  wmidd  reform  and  behave 
himself.  The  only  entry  found  in  the  whole  of  the  records  to 
soften  in  the  slightest  degree  tlie  harsh  and  vit  may  be  said)  in- 
human punishment  meted  out  to  Pybourn,' is  one  that  suggests 
the  horror  that  came  over  one  Joseph  Cultoii,  when  he  discov- 
ered, after  he  had  emerged  from  a single  combat  with  Charles 
Young,  that  the  latter  had  bitten  oil  one  of  his  ears.  Cidton 
of  course  regretted  the  loss  of  his  ear,  and  was  still  more  an- 
noyed to  be  thus  disfigured  for  life;  but  these  were  the  least  of 
his  troubles — somebody  thereafter  might  think  that  he  had 
been  “ cropped  ” lOr  crime.  What  wa.s  he  to  do  ? He  appeared 
at  the  November  term,  1788,  of  the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter 
Sessions,  whose  jurisdiction  knew  no  limits  as  to  venue,  time 
when  or  su'*iect  matter,  and  tiie  following  entry  was  made  for 
his  relief  and  protection  from  suspicion: 
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Joseph  Culton  comes  into  Court  ami  Proved  by  Oatli  of  Alex- 
ander 5Iofht  tiiat  he  lost  a part  of  his  left  Ear  in  a tight  with  a 
certain  Charles  Young  and  prays  the  same  to  be  entered,  of  rec- 
ord. Ordered  therefore  that  the  same  be  Admitted  Accord- 
ingly. 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  one  ever  examined  this  entr}’,  and 
deinandetl  to  see  the  page  whereon  the  lost  ear  had  been  for- 
mally entered  of  record;  but  it  is  certain  that  Joseph  Culton 
carried  with  him  constantly  a certified  copy  of  the  entry  which 
attested  that  he  had  been  maimed  in  honorable  combat,  and  not 
as  a punishment  for  violation  of  law. 

This  wonderful  county  court,  before  and  since  which  there 
has  been  none  like  it.  adapted  or  adjusted  its  jui  isdictional 
powers  and  methods  to  all  matters,  rpaestions  and  conditions 
that  could  be  brought  in  any  way  to  its  notice.  'When  a stranger 
came  into  the  community,  it  did  not  content  itself  with  letting 
him  alone,  no  matter  bow  quietly  and  orderly  he  might  conduct 
himself;  it  had  him  inter\dewed,  as  the  entry  here  quoted  will 
prove : 

The  Court  Order  that  Win  Clary  a trancient  person  give  se- 
carit\-  for  his  behavior,  and  return  to  his  family  within  five 
months,  as  the  said  Clary  is  witliout  any  pass  or  recommenda- 
tion and  confesses  he"  left  bis  family  and  have  taken  up  with 
another  woman. 

The  most  that  the  average  detective  couhl  have  gotten  out  of 
ClaiT  would  have  been  that  he  came  from — where  he  started, 
and  was  going — where  he  went;  but  the  court  found  out  more 
than  this  about  him,  and  they  must  have  got  it  from  ills  own 
mouth,  as  the  order,  after  rociiing  facts  that  they  could  have 
gotten  from  him  only,  concludes  l>y  setting  forth  a very  dam- 
aging confession  which  he  had  made,  and  which,  all  will  agree, 
justified  the  court  in  requiring  security  of  him  for  his  liehavior 
while  he  might  remain  in  their  midst,  auul  peremptorily  order- 
ing him  to  return  to  his  family  within  a stated  time. 
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By  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  August  term,  1TS4.  the 
court  had  pretty  well  purged  the  country  of  traitors,  horse 
thieves,  ‘ • trancients,  ” etc.  At  this  term  the  court  seems  to 
have  turned  its  attention  to  the  ugly  habits  of  some  of  the  very 
respectable;  for,  on  the  first  day  of  the  term,  as  the  record 
shows,  fines  were  imposed  and  paid  as  follows;  *‘Eml.  Carter 
three  prophane  oaths  Ss.  lOd.  pd:  Pliaroh  Cobb  four  prophane 
oaths  10s.  8d.  pd:  Buckner  Xantz  One  prophane  swearing  Oath 
prays  mercy  Granted:  Valentine  Sevier  for  prophanely  swear- 
ing 4 Oath.s  fined  10s.  3d.  pd:  Mark  3Iitchell  for  swearing  One 
prophane  Oath  fined  2s.  8d.  Patrick  Murphey  One  Oath, 
3Iichaei  Tylioy  Two  Oaths.”  This  treatment  seems  to  have 
been  etiectAe:  for,  no  fines  being  recorded  after  the  first  day, 
it  is  reasonably  sure  that  no  -‘p^'^phane  oaths”  were  indulged 
in,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term — -at  least  in  hearing  of 
the  court. 

x^s  a result  of  the  many  battles  with  the  Indians,  ami  the 
numerous  Indian  massacres  which  had  occurred,  numbers  of 
children  were  left  without  fathers  or  mothers.  They  had  no 
orphan  asylum,  but  the  records  of  ihe  court  show  that  homes 
were  provided  for  these  wards,  nevertheless,  by  the  "Watauga 
and  King's  Mountain  heroes.  They  had  no  county  asylum  for 
the  poor;  but  ihe  county  court,  whose  jurisdiction  could  be  ex- 
tended to  meet  ail  emergencies,  “ordered”  some  citizen  by 
name  to  “take  and  keep”  the  person  named  therein  for  the 
time  specified.  These  orders  contained  no  recital  that  they 
were  made  by  the  consent  of  anyone — they  emanated  from  the 
inherent  power  an<l  duty  of  the  court,  as  it  believed,  to  provide 
for  the  poor. 

The  entries  and  orders  selected  from  these  old  roc(U-ds  are 
giveu,  in  order  that  those  win'  wi>h  uo  know  something  of  the 
views,  characters  and  abilities  of  the  very  earliest  pioneers  of 


M 


'^4- 


{/  - - 


V'P^ 


'^M ' U fV'fjJiififiLtBW 


4^^x:/-1i|ifififinnr;r^^f 

^i-"t>^./  ■ S ^ ■ 3^.  ."I  ii  ! 1 ! i i '■  ^1 


mmvmM:m' 


J^—^'>-  - ‘;Cw  '^'  NSi  . 


^ ^ ‘ I®" V' 5^ 

',■ '«  IT; 

:|3«5H=.:i5:,;tJJ-  ifl-ij  jsg 

' u;i^:' fi 


'i  ' /T^-- 


A k:.  ^ 

? JkA  : 

'■  ■ 

rt  , i n 

- I-  - ,i:'r"  ir'  j'  1 ■ 


A Unique  Coust. 


57 


Tennessee,  miiy  read  for  themselves  the  views  and  or)inions 
whicli  they  placed  in  solemn  form  on  court  records,  in  reference 
to  the  various  matters,  questions  and  conditions  on  which,  as 
they  thought  the  vicissitudes  of  the  times  made  it  necessary 
for  them  to  take  action.  I wish  to  give,  at  this  place,  two 
more  orders  of  the  court.  })efore  closing  this  chapter.  At  the 
November  term,  1784,  tire  followingwas  entered  on  the  record: 

The  Court  recommend  that  there  be  a Court  House  built  in 
the  following  manner,  to  wit;  24  feet  square  diamond  corners 
and  iierved  down  after  the  same  is  built  up.  9 feet  high  between 
the  two  hoors,  and  the  body  of  the  house  4 feet  high  above  the 
upper  tloor,  each  lioor  to  be  neatly  laid  with  plank.  The  roof 
to  be  of  joint  shingles  imatly  hung  on  with  pegs,  a .fustices 
bench,  A lawyers  and  a Clerks  bar,  also  a Sheriris  box  to  sit  im 

At  the  November  term,  1785,  the  following  vtas  entered: 

The  Court  Ordered  that  Col'o  Charles  Roberson  be  allowed 
fifty  pounds  Current  money  for  the  building  of  the  Court  House 
in  the  Town  of  Jones  Rorough. 

As  this  wms  the  first  court  house  erected  in  what  is  now  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  one  in  which  Andrew  Jackson.  John  HcNairy. 
Archibald  Roane,  'William  Cocke,  David  Campbell  and  others 
began  their  ])rofessioiial  careers;  and  in  and  about  which  John 
Sevier,  though  not  a lawyer,  rendered  so  much  and  such  in- 
valuable service  in  laying  the  foundations  of  our  state,  and  its 
civil  as  well  as  military  institutions,  1 have  had.it  reproduced, 
and  present  a picture  of  it  in  this  little  volume.  From  what 
has  been  said,  and  from  the  records  whicli  have  been  quoted, 
the  imagination  can  picture  the  scenes  and  proceedings  occur- 
ring in  tills  “Hemple  of  justice" — for  such  it  was,  although 
made  of  logs  ‘ • iiewed  down  ” and  covering  • • hung  on  with  pegs, " 

These  early  records  challenge  comparison,  inspirit,  form  and 
substance,  with  any  others  made  during  the  same  period  in  any 
coniTTumily,  couiitrj'ur  state  in  the  United  States.  No  patriotic, 
intellinent  people  can  read  them  without  being  filled  with  ad- 
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miration  ami  inspired  with  respect  and  reverence  for  the  men 
who  made  them.  They  said,  on  the  first  day  of  the  first  term 
of  the  court,  the  court  must  be  respected;  to  the  cruel  son,  you 
shall  not  ill-treat  your  father,  though  he  be  a criminal;  to  the 
vagrant  without  a Tccommendation,'’  you  must  give 

security  for  your  behavior  or  leave  the  communiry : to  the  man 
who  had  abandoned  his  wife,  you  must  return  to  your  family; 
to  the  strong  and  infiuentiai,  you  must  render  unto  the  vtidow 
her  own.  or  we  will  force  you  to  do  so  by  fines  that  will  make 
you  glad  to  obey;  to  the  tax-dodger,  you  shall  pay  your  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes ; to  a member  of  the  court,  no  matter  what 
your  position  is,  if  you  cruelly  beat  your  neighbor,  we  will  take 
from  you  a large  part  of  your  wealth  and  turn  it  into  the  public- 
treasury.  to  the  mau  wdio  was  '‘throwing  out  speeches”  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  iniluence  of  the  court  for  good,  you  must 
not  malign  the  court,  no  matter  when  nor  where — if  you  do, 
wm  will  lay  the  heavy  hand  of  summary  punishment  upon  you ; 
to  such  as  were  stirring  up  sedition  and  opposition  to  “the 
common  cause  of  liberty,”  you  shall  not  remain  openly  and 
peaceably  in  the  community  without  giving  security  for  your 
good  conduct;  to  thieves,  we  will  fine,  whip,  brand  and  hang 
you;  to  tories,  we  will  confiscate  your  property  and  imprison 
you;  to  the  Britisli.  we  will  meet  and  fight  you,  on  every  field 
from  the  mountains  to  the  sea;  to  the  Indians,  we  will  fight 
you  too,  from  the  mountain-^  to  the  lakes  and  the  gnif.  And 
they  did  it  all.  Wlio  could  have  done  more?  They  were  he- 
roes, one  and  all,  btit  history,  it  seems,  has  long  since  given 
them  over  to  oblivion. 

Althougli,  in  1133,  they  had  passed  through  a “general  in- 
surrection of  the  times,”  as  chronicled  by  the  clerk  of  the  court 
under  the  state  Franklin,  and  luid  no  doubt  come  'Hit  some- 
what demoralized,  still  the  habit  of  doing  wliat  thev  believed 
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to  be  right  was  so  stixuigly  imbedded  in  tlielr  natures  that,  at 
a term  of  court  (February.  17SS)  held  after  its  reorganizatioii 
following  the  Franklin  collapse,  they  imposed  upon  and  col- 
lected from  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  ccunty  a 
fine  for  swearing  in  the  court-}aird.  The  record  recites  that 
‘•Leroy  Taylor  came  into  Court  and  pays  into  the  Office  the 
fine  prescribed  by  Acts  of  Assembly  for  one  profane  Oath  which 
was  accepted  of.  Ordered  therefore  that  he  be  discharged. 
21s.”  Leroy  Taylor  was  elected  from  ^'ashington  county  as  a 
delegate  to  the  constitutional  eonventioii  of  179G,  and  was  kept 
in  the  General  Assembly  almost  continuously  for  eight  or  ten 
sessi^.ms  after  Tennessee  was  admitte*!  into  the  Union:  he  vras 
the  author  and  introducer  of  the  first  resolution  otTered  in  the 
General  Assembly  (in  ISOl),  raising  a committee  to  prepare  a 
design  for  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of  Tennessee — bat,  with 
all  his  prominence,  he  could  not  with  impunity  make  use  of 
ecen  -‘one  rjrofane  oath”  io  bearing  of  the  county  court  of 
Washington  county. 

The  achievements  of  these  old  pioneers  will  run,  however, 
“like  the  covenants  of  vrarranty  with  the  land”  they  loved  so 
well.  A few  glimmering  memories,  a few  illm  traditions,  some 
scattered  fragments  of  stories — these  are  all  that  is  left  (out- 
side the  old  court  records  alluded  to)  of  many  of  these  men, 
every  one  of  whom  was  a giant  in  morals  and  a colossus  in  in- 
tellect, as  compared  with  many  modern  pigmies  whose  little 
deeds  have  been  magnified  into  greed  achievements. 

If  the  structures  of  state,  county  and  municipal  institutions 
in  Tennessee,  and  the  social  fabric  well,  had  been  kept  in 
harmony  with  the  pure,  simple,  steadfast  and  enduring  founda- 
tions laid  by  John  Sevier  and  his  contemporaries,  vhat  inv>deis 
we  would  have  today  for  the  world  to  imitate.  Are  we  wGer 
or  better  than  they?  Read  and  stmly  these  old  records;  then 
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CHAPTER  !V. 


A TJiAGJC  EPISODE. 

/"lAENNESSEE  does  not  need  the  prolific  genius  of  the  ro- 
I mauticist  to  embellish  and  invest  with  thrilling  interest  the 
^ narrative  of  her  origin  and  development,  of  the  hardships 
and  endurance  of  her  pioneers,  of  the  heroism  and  triumphs 
of  her  builders  and  defenders;  but,  looking  backward,  with 
more  than  a century  between  us  and  the  Kevolutiouary  'N^ar,  we 
would  be  unmanly  not  to  admit  that  at  times  we  were  a little 
too  vindictive  and  remorseless  in  pursuing  those  whose  rever- 
ence and  love  for  the  ‘-mother  country”  were  stronger  than 
their  desire  for  a change  and  greater  than  their  faith  in  the 
young  dream  of  American  liberty. 

Whilst  separation  and  independence  were  imposing  theories, 
so  fascinating  to  the  wild  and  restless  spirits  who  had  founded 
and  were  building  up  a vast  empire  in  the  western  world,  advo- 
cating their  bold  measures  with  absorbing  zeal  and  desperate 
earnestness,  there  was  a minority,  many  of  whom  were  staid 
and  sturdy,  honest  in  purpose  and  courageous  in  conviction, 
who  regarded  the  movement  as  unwarranted,  and  fraught  with 
immediate  peril  and  ultimate  ruin.  Despite  persuasion,  re- 
monstrance, threats,  social  ostracism  and  what  seemed  to  them 
persecution,  they  held  allegiance  to  the  Crown  as  a paramount 
duty,  and  regarded  the  war  that  must  inevitably  follow,  in  its 
destruction  of  I he  liower  of  the  new  country,  as  a twin  horror 
of  the  Cretan  alinotaur  that  fed  on  the  Athenian  youth. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  these  bmies  (‘-loy- 
ali--5ts,'’  as  they  called  themselves,)  were  universally  execrated; 
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and  the  most  popular  victor,  vith  many  of  the  patriots,  \vas  he 
who  could  suggest  the  most  humiliating  punishment  for  these 
unfortunates:  they  were  put  in  stocks,  chained  to  the  public 
pillories,  cast  into  prison,  and  beggared  Viy  the  conhscation  of 
their  property,  -‘without  benefit  of  clergy,”  These  and  other 
punishments  infiicted  on  the  tories  were  justified  during  the 
times  as  retaliatory  for  outrages  committed  upon  the  patriots 
by  the  British  and  some  of  their  American  allies.  Then,  too, 
some  extenuation  must  be  found  for  the  victorious  revolution- 
ists in  the  riot  of  frenzy  and  demoralization  that  always  fol- 
lows war,  * 

In  the  perspective  of  this  group  of  terrible  scenes,  heart- 
aches, desolation  of  homes  and  disruption  of  families  that  the 
“common  cause  of  liberty”  might  not  perish,  stands  out  a 
tragedy  which,  while  it  is  of  itself  a melancholy  picture  of 
misfonune,  sutTering,  despair  and  absolute  want,  is  yet  lumi- 
nous with  courageous  manhood  and  the  transcendent  glory  and 
conquering  heroi.“>m  of  a pure  ami  noble  w<unanhood. 

A’ovr  Term  1780,  Ordered  that  the  Commissioners  advertise 
and  sell  the  property  of  James  Crawford  A Thomas  Barker, 
they  the  said  James  Crawford  and  'fhomas  Barker  being  found 
and  taken  in-  Arms  Against  the  State, 

May  Term  1782.  John  Sevit^r  a Commissioner  of  Confis- 
cated prorferty  for  the  year  1781,  made  return  that  he  sold  Ihvo 
vSlaves  Confiscated  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Barker  ot  the  price 
of  thirty  b»ur  Hundred  pounds,  and  that  he  have  the  mc-ney 
ready  to  Pveturn. 

Aug.  Term  1782.  The  Court  Order  that  Mrs.  Ann  Barker 
wife  of  Thomas  Barker  who  stands  ciiarged  w'ith  joining  the 
British  A was  taken  at  Kings  Mountain  a prisoner,  ’oy  the 
Americncs  A after  that  his  estmte  was  Coidiseated  by  the  County 
Court  of  Washington— Oil  iit-r  application  in  beliaif  of  iier 
Ilusbaiid  for  Tryal  by  Jury  the  same  is  Accordingly  Granted. 

* i;  the  motives  th.it  prontpt.ei  riitnyuf  the  tories  to  aetiere  to  the  Hritish  crown 
duriii!;:  the  Rwciution  \ver“  ’.neasuroJ  by  the  more  mo<h*ru  political  si;\.U'i;tri.l-.  of 
se!h  ihii  ‘ss  Oi  sei f-ua-^rest,  *,liere.  i - i...uiy  i>o\v  v.-ho  Ov>iiiu  not  make  mouths  at  thmir 
memories. 
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These  mnsty  old  records  kept  at  Jonesboro,  stitched  togethei 
like  an  old-fashioned  copy-book,  unbound,  *MinhoRored  and 
unsung,”  have  slumbered  for  more  than  a century.  They  con- 
tain history  so  sacred,  ho'AmA'er,  tliat  not  a mouse  or  a moth 
has  dared  to  touch  them;  the  paper  is  still  good  and  the  ink 
and  penmanship  clear  and  legible;  and,  if  proper!}'  cared  for, 
they  will  be  as  enduring  almost  as  the  principles  of  justice  and 
integrity  that  guided  the  men  who  made  them. 

Connected  with,  growing  out  of  and  clustering  around  some 
entries  and  orders  in  these  almost  forgotten  archives  of  a by- 
gone centuiT,  there  are  stories  and  traditions  which,  if  they 
could  be  imravelled,  touched  up  and  then  put  together  again 
■ ■by  a skilful  and  painstaking  historian,  ■would  thrill  with  awe, 
admiration  and  wonder  many  of  the  present  generation,  and 
arouse  in  them  sentiments  and  sympathies  far  more  ennobling 
and  exalting  than  those  aroused  by  the  ephemeral  literature  of 
the  day.  One  only  of  these  stories  and  traditions  have  I been 
able  to  trace  and  treasure  up,  for  the  purpose  of  gi'cing  it  to 
the  public  at  such  time  as  I should  think  proper, 

I have  grouped  the  three  entries  given  above,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  publishing  (for  the  first  time,  so  far  as  I know)  one  of 
the  saddest  and  most  patlietic  of  the  many  sad  and  pathetic 
stories  cf  the  times.  The  mere  reading  of  these  three  short 
entries  suggests  not  only  to  Tennesseans,  but  to  Americans,  a 
whole  history:  the  Revolutionary  "War,  King’s  Mountain,  trea- 
son, confiscation,  imprisonment,  wife  and  children  reduced  to 
want,  the  faithfulness  of  t!ie  wife  aiiil  iier  dual  appeal  in  person 
to  the  court  for  a trial  of  her  husliand  by  jury.  But  these  en- 
tries have  their  O'wu  peculiar  and  painful  iiistory,  which  will  be 
related  brieily,  as  oluained  from  .sources  which  would  make 
doubt,  on  mj'  part  at  least,  imdutiful  and  discreditijig  to  my 
ancestors. 
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Thomas  Barker  came  to  the  Vrataiiga  coimtry  immediately  pre- 
ceding or  just  after  the  forma!  Declaration  of  ludepeadence  was 
made  by  the  colonies.  He  came  from  either  southeastern  Vir- 
ginia or  3Iaryland.  He  was  a large,  handsome  man,  over  the 
average  in  intelligence.  He  brought  wdth  him  a fair  library  for 
the  times,  the  best  of  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  some 
slaves  and  plenty  of  live  stock  and  farming  utensils.  His  pur- 
pose -was  to  acquire  an  immense  estate  in  lands,  which  he  wms 
preparing  to  do  when  the  Bevolution  broke  out  in  earnest.  He 
was  a ‘Hory’'  from  the  start,  and  did  not  attempt  to  conceal 
his  views,  which  vvere,  in  brief,  that  the  colonies  were  too  weak 
to  contend  succes.sf ally  with  Great  Britain;  that  the  latter,  with 
her  wm.alth  and  facilities,  would  ultimately  crush  out  all  op]>o- 
sition,  and  the  colonies  w'ould  be  reduced  in  resources  and  yet 
subjected  to  burdens  more  o’opressive  than  those  complained  of; 
or,  if  they  were  successful  in  gaining  their  independence,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  agree  among  themselves  upon  such  form 
of  government  as  would  permanently  unite  them  into  one  peo- 
ple, offensive  and  defensive;  that  no  matter  what  form  of  gov- 
ernment they  miglit  adopt  for  uniting  all  of  the  colonies  into 
one  whole,  tiiey  would  soon  l.-ecoine  disaffected  and  dissolve 
their  relations  to  each  other,  thereby  becoming  a scattered,  weak 
and  helpless  people  for  more  powerful  nations  to  prey  upon  and 
subjugate;  and  that  it  was  better  to  yield  obedience  to  and  en- 
joy tlie  protection  of  the  ‘miother  country.” 

These  views  had  been  expressed  by  Barker  to  the  court  w’hich 
afterward  confiscated  Lis  property,  as  early  as  the  February 
term,  1771),  at  which  term  he  was  arraigned  on  a charire  of 
“treason,”  Barker  also  stated  to  the  court  that  it  was  not  his 
desire  to  take  sides  in  the  struggle;  that  lie  preferred.  If  let 
alone,  to  remain  Vv-ith  them  and  his  wife  and  children,  but  that, 
if  forced  to  p.-uticipate  on  one  side  or  the  other,  he  should  take 
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up  arms  for  the  ‘'mother  country.'’  He  was  a brave  man  and 
an  honest,  and  the  court  knew  it;  and  they  disposed  of  the 
case — which  was  styled  “ State  vs  Thomas  Barker  for  Treason” 
— by  the  following  order:  “On  hearing  the  facts  It  is  the 
Opinion  of  the  Court  that  he  the  Deft,  be  diseliarged.  ” As  the 
war  progressed,  however,  the  feeling  of  hate  and  bitterness  in 
the  community  against  “ tories”  became  more  and  more  inrense, 
and  Barker  finally  left  his  home  and  joined  t'le  British  army. 
He  was  captured  at  King’s  3Iountain  by  some  of  the  very  men 
who  constituted  the  court  to  which  he  had  so  boldH  expressed 
his  views  more  than  a year  before.  lie  had  been  made  a cap- 
tain, and,  according  to  tradition,  commanded  a company  of 
tories  at  the  battle.  He  wms  not  only  a man  of  personal  cour- 
age, but  he  was  a proud,  “high-strung”  fellow,  about  twenty - 
eight  or  thirty  years  old;  and,  at  the  moment  of  the  surrender 
of  the  remnant  of  Ferguson’s  army,  he  was  denouncing  in  bitter 
terms  the  cowardice  of  his  own  and  other  troops. 

After  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain,  the  Americans  from 
Virginia  and  from  Washington  and  Sullivan  counties,  Korlh 
Carolina,  started  home  with  the  prisoners,  arms,  etc.,  captured 
in  the  battle.  On  the  way,  about  October  12  to  14,  a court 
martial  was  held  at  a point  called  Bickerstatf’s  Old  Field,  in 
Rutherford  county,  North  Carolina,  and  some  thirty  or  more 
of  the  prisoners  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged — some  for  deser- 
tion from  the  American  army,  others  for  liorse-stealing.  and 
still  others  for  crimes  and  outrages  perpetrated  on  the  people 
who  were  supporting  the  “common  cause  of  liberty.”  None 
of  those  so  sentenced  were  regular  British  soldiers;  they  were 
North  Carolina  tories,  some  of  them  from  Washingtou  and 
Sullivan  counties.  x\mong  the  latter  wei'e  Thomas  Barker  and 
James  CrawTord,  who  were  saved  from  the  ignominious  death 
to  which  they  had  been  sentenced,  and  which  was  actually  in- 
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flicted  on  nine  or  ten  of  tlie  prisoners,  hiy  the  intervention  of 
their  former  friends  nnd  neighbors  who  were  then  present  as 
soldiers  in  the  cennmnnds  of  Sevier  and  Shelby.  Barker  and 
Crawford  knew  the  men  who  hud  captured  them,  and  knew 
that  as  a class  they  were  both  brave  and  iust.  Barker’s  bear- 
ing, daring  and  after  the  court  martial  proceedings,  was  cool 
and  defiant;  he  said,  with  much  deliberation,  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  a single  one  of  the  oftences  charged  against  him,  and 
that  there  vrere  more  than  a hundred  men  there  who  knew  him 
and  knew  his  statement  to  be  true*  and  he  added  that,  if  they 
stood  by  and  permitted  him  to  be  haiiged  for  crimes  he  was  in- 
capable of  committing,  then  he  was  no  judge  of  men. 

This  speech  infuriated  some  of  the  men  from  Washington 
and  Sullivan  counties  and  Virginia,  and  they  made  some  demon- 
strations of  instant  violence  upon  the  speaker,  who  stood  with 
a scowl  upon  his  face,  and,  holding  up  his  open  hands,  said 
quietly:  am  unarmed;  you  can  kill  me,  but  you  can’t  scare 

me!”  His  speech,  however,  had  quite  a different  effect  upon 
those  who  knew  him  at  home,  those  who  knew  his  wife,  and 
especially  those  who  knevv  him  to  be  a brave,  truthful,  iiouest 
man.  Cob  Charles  Roberson,  ,]ohn  McXab,  Charles  Allison 
and  John  Allison,*  who  bad  participated  in  the  battle  of  King’s 
Mountain,  interposed  with  earnestness  , and  emphasis  against 
hanging  Barker  and  Crawford,  and  tiiey  were  supported  in 
their  opposition  by  Coi.  John  Sevier  and  Col.  Isaac  Slielb\y 
which  of  course  settled  it.  Barker  was  brought  back  to  Jones- 
boro arid  put  in  prison,  wdiere  he  had  been  kept  for  a little 
more  Uiaii  a year  and  ten  months,  when  his  noble  wife  appeared 
in  court  in  person,  and  {uocured  the  order  granting  him  a trial 
1)}'  jury,  given  above. 

This  August  term,  1T82,  w’as  one  long  talked  of  and  remem- 

* Gran'lf;ith^^r  of  tin!  writer. 
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bered  for  more  reasons  than  one.  It  was  the  term  at  wiiieh  a 
judge — ‘Hbe  Honl.  Spruce  3IcCaj  Esqr.” — presided  for  the 
first  time;  the  term  at  which  three  horse-thieves  had  been  tried 
and  sentenced  to  be  executed;  the  term  at  which  tories  had 
been  tried  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  their  property 
confiscated;  the  term  at  w'hich  some  offenders  were  sentenced  to 
be,  and  were,  whipped  at  the  public  whipping-post.*  Few,  very 
few  women  would  have  gone  in  person  before  such  a court,  to 
demand  that  a tory  be  granted  a trial  by  jury;  but  Mrs,  An- 
toinette Barker,  wife  of  Thomas  Barker,  walked  into  court, 
with  two  (possibly  three)  small  children  with  her.  Their  ap- 
pearance was  sufficient  to  excite  sympathy:  their  faces  were 
pale  and  haggard,  and  their  clothing,  although  neat,  was 
patched  and  worn.  Mrs.  Barker  was  a woman  of  fine  appear- 
ance, with  a beautiful  face  and  a symmetrical  figuie,  and  more 
than  a match  for  the  court  in  intelligence;  bat,  depicted  in 
every  line  of  her  countenance,  were  the  traces  of  mental  anguish 
and  physical  suffering.  She  did  not,  however,  weep,  go  into 
hysterics,  faint,  fall  down  and  be  carried  out,  but  she  stood  up 
in  th.e  presence  of  that  court,  in  all  the  magnificence  of  supe- 
rior womanhood,  and,  with  the  vehement  eloquence  of  despair, 
pleaded  the  cause  of  her  husband.  All  that  she  said  will  never 
be  known;  some  things  that  she  said  were  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  She  ‘Hised  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence on  the  court”;  she  denied  that  her  husband  was  a 
traitor;  she  reminded  the  justices  that  he  had  stated  his  views 
to  them  openly  and  boldly,  that  he  had  never  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  continental  cause,  ami  that  he  had  told  them 
plainly  tiiat.  if  forced  to  a choice,  he  would  go  into  the  British 
army;  that  he  was  her  husband,  and  a kind  and  good  one.  and 
the  father  of  her  little,  innocent,  helpless  clnidren ; that  they 
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had  talcen  all  of  his  property  and  left  liis  family  paupers;  that 
he  was  then  in  prison,  and  had  been  for  nearly  two  years,  in 
consequence  of  which  his  health  was  altogether  gone;  that  she 
and  her  little  ones  were  without  a protector,  and  that  her  neigh- 
bors and  former  friends  had  almost  wholly  forsaken  her.  Her 
face,  no  doubt,  was  flushed  with  the  hot  blood  of  agony  welling 
up  from  her  heart;  possibly  her  voice  grew  weak  and  broke 
under  the  stress  of  her  emotion — but  this  noble  woman  won 
her  cause.  Her  application  for  the  trial  of  her  husband  by  a 
jury  was  granted,  and  the  court  immediately  adjourned.  The 
record  shows  it,  and  the  adjourning  order  is  signed  by  Andrew 
Greer,  James  Stewart,  Charles  rtoberson,  Charles  Allison, 
Thomas  Houghton  and  John  McXab,  four  of  whom  at  lea.st  had 
■participated  in  the  capture  of  Thomas  Barker  at  King's  Mountain, 

■ and  hud  afterward  been  present  at  his  trial  by  court  martial. 

This  heroine,  in  the  wilds  of  the  western  world,  had  un- 
doubtedly quoted  from  the  Heclaration  of  Independence  the 
charge  against  Great-  Britain  -Hor  depri\-ing  us  in  many  cases 
of  the  benelits  of  trial  by  jury,”  and  had  also  probably  sug- 
gested to  the  mind  of  the  court,  for  the  first  time,  the  question 
as  to  whether  treason  could  be  committed  against  a g(;vernment 
by  a person  who  had  never  acknowledged  allegiance  to  it. 

The  order  granting  Barker-a  trial  ijy  jury,  unlike  other  orders 
of  this  court,  is  not  clear.  It  bears  on  its  face  e\idence  of 
confusion  in  the  court;  and  this,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
fact  that  the  court  adjourned  immediately  after  granting  the 
order,  renders  it  certain  that  this  wonderful  woman  was,  for 
the  time  being,  in  absolute  control  of  this  marvellous  court. 

Did  she  tiy  to  secure  the  services  of  a lawyer  iind  fail?  I 
do  not  know;  but  I do  know  that  tbfse  old  records  fail  to  dis- 
close the  presence  of  an  attorney  as  counsel  for  a single  one  of 
the  various  defeudauts  svbo  were  tried  by  tiie  court  ou  a cbariie 
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of  treason.  There  vrere  at  this  time,  according  to  the  old 
records,  about  six  attorneys  practising  regularly  in  the  court, 
and  the  records  recite  tiieir  presence  as  counsel  in  other  cases 
at  . that  and  other  courts.  Were  these  attorneys  too  patriotic 
to  appear  in  these  cases,  or  too  timid  from  a personal  or  busi- 
ness standpoint? 

The  court  afterward  relented,  and  Barker  vras  released  on 
his  own  recognizance,  ain.i  never  tried.  Iluined  in  fortune, 
ostracized  by  friends,  broken  in  spirit  and  in  health,  he  could 
not  endure  his  changed  condition  in  life.  lie  died  soon  after 
his  release  from  prison,  and  the  brave,  faithful,  noble  but 
broken -hearted  wife  speedily  followed  her  husband  to  the  grave, 
leaving  two  or  three  children,  the  oldest  a boy  of  some  live  or 
six  years.  They  were  taken  by  a gentleman  and  his  wife  who 
had  no  children,  but  a brother  of  either  Barker  or  his  wife 
soon  came  and  removed  them  from  scenes  and  faces  that  it  was 
well  for  them  to  forget  forever. 

The  little  graveyard  in  which  this  brave  man  and  his  nolle 
wife  were  buried  was  remembered  by  old  people  in  Washington 
and  Sullivan  counties  as  late  as  thirty  years  ago.  When  I hist 
saw  and  knew  tiiis  graveyard  as  the  one  in  which  they  were 
buried,  it  looked  much  like  a thicket  fenced  in.  but  the  old 
crooked  rail  fence  around  it  was  fast  rotting  down.  There 
were  some  large  trees  in  it.  the  largest  a wild  cherry.  Later, 
the  fence  was  entirely  gone,  as  well  as  most  of  the  trees,  and 
cattle  were  lying  on  the  graves  in  the  shade  of  tlie  trees.  Still 
later,  the  trees  were  all  gone  save  tiie  lone  wild  cherry,  and 
there  was  not  a stone  or  a mound  left:  the  owner  of  the  land 
v’as  plowing  over  the  diir^t  of  the  dead. 

The  world’s  heroes  are  not  those  only  who  talk  face  to  face 
with  d^^ath  at  tlie  cannon’s  mouth,  and  wet  battle- tlelds  with 
their  crimson  life-thle. 
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CHAPTEF<  V. 


FAI2LY  TENNESSEE  LEOISLATIOX. 


\IIE  first  legislative  act  passed  in  viiat  is  dow  the  state 


of  Tennessee  was  an  ’‘Ordinance  of  the  itovernor  and 


Judges  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  of  America 
Sontli  of  the  Kiver  Ohio,  for  circumscribing  the  counties  of 
Greene  and  Hawkins,  and  hiving  out  two  new  counties,  Jetfer- 
3on  and  Knox.”  This  act  was  passed  Jiiae  11,  lTt'2,  and  de- 
scribes with  minute  parcicularity  that  part  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  old  counties  affected  by  it.  as  well  as  those  of  the  new 
counties  created.  The  act  appoints  Charles  McCiung  and 
James  Maberry  to  run  and  mark  certain  parts  of  the  lines,  and 
Alexander  Outlaw  and  Joseph  Hamilton  to  run  and  mo.rk  the 
other  parts.  It  also  directs  that  the  Courts  of  Pleas  and 
Quarter  Sessions  for  Knox  county  be  held  at  Knoxville,  for  the 
ensuing  year,  on  the  third  Mondays  of  January,  April,  July 
and  Octob'.jr,  and  for  Jefferson  county  at  tiie  house  of  Jeremiah 
Matthews,  on  the  fourth  IMondays  of  the  same  months,  ‘‘for 
the  administration  of  justice.” 

The  second  ordinance  passed  by  the  same  authority  is  one 
the  example  of  wliich  it  were  well  we  had  followed,  Init,  alas! 
we  have  not.  This  ordinance,  in  a preamble,  recites  that, 
‘‘whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  whetiier  the  several  Courts  of 
Pleas  ajid  Quarter  Sessions  in  this  Territory  have  by  the  laws 
of  A'crth  Carolina  autliority  to  levy  taxes  for  buildirur  or  re- 
pairing court  houses,  prisons  and  stocks  in  tin*  said  counties 
respectively,  pay  jurors  and  defr.ay  contingent  expenses;  and 
whei’cas,  it  is  necessary  tliat  tli'.'se  dioubts  shall  no  longer  exist"; 
and  then  proceeils  to  authorize  and  empower  tlie  courts  to  levy 
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and  collect  a tax  for  the  purposes  named — not  to  issue  bonds, 
and  entail  their  payment,  with  interest,  upon  future  generations. 

The  ordinance  provides  that  the  tax  so  levied  and  collected 
by  the  several  counties  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  one  year,  more 
than  fifty  cents  on  each  poll,  nor  more  than  seventeen  cents  on 
each  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Wise  legislators  were  Tidlliam  Blount,  Pavid  Campbell  and 
Joseph  Anderson,  who  constituted  the  legislative  authority. 
Their  example  was  followed,  after  Tennessee  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  by  the  general  assemblies  elected  by  the  pjeople,  for 
a very  long  period,  so  that,  whenever  money  was  appropriated 
or  a county  authorized  to  make  an}'  expenditures,  the  same  act 
required  the  county  authorities  to  levy  a tax,  collect  it  and 
pay  up,  instead  of  f>iling  up  debt.  Those  who  wish  to  know 
how  it  was  that  Tennessee  made  such  rapid  strides  in  the  pro- 
duction of  statesmen,  the  building  up  of  a name,  the  develop- 
ment of  her  natural  resources,  and  advancement  in  education 
and  the  very  highest  order  of  chdlizatioa,  for  the  first  half  cen- 
tury of  her  existence,  have  but  to  study  the  legislative  history 
of  that  p-eriod. 

••The  Governor,  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Bepresent- 
ative.s  of  the  Teri-itory  of  the  United  States  of  America  South 
of  the  river  Ohio  " passed  an  act,  September  3o,  1794,  entitled 
“An  Act  for  the  relief  of  such  persons  as  have  been  disabled 
by  wounds,  or  rendered  incapable  of  procuring  for  themselves 
and  families  subsistence  in  the  military  service  of  the  territory, 
and  prondiiig  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  as  have  died. " 

The  a(  t provides  that  persons  of  the  description  mentioned 
in  the  caption  must  apply  to  and  establish  their  rigid  to  an  al- 
lowance, under  the  act,  l)efore  the  county  court;  that  the  c.umtv 
court  sliall  make  an  alluvvaiice  “a<leqiiate  to  their  relief  ft>r  one 
year — which  allowance  shall  be  coiitinued  for  the  succee<Uug 
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year  and  so  iong  as  such  court  shall  certify  such  person  to  con- 
tinue under  the  description  aforesrdd”;  that  when  such  certiti- 
cate  was  ‘‘countersigned  by  the  Governor  and  President  of  the 
Council  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  E-epresentatives,  together 
with  their  order  or  certificate  for  the  said  allowance,  it  shall  be* 
a sufficient  voucher  to  any  sheriff^  collector  or  treasurer  paying 
the  same,  in  the  settlement  of  their  public  accounts/' 

On  August  26,  1776,  Congress  promised,  by  a resolution,  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  and  navy  who  might  be 
disabled  in  the  service,  a pension,  to  continue  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  disabilities. 

On  June  7,  1785,  Congress  rceounnended  that  the  several 
states  should  make  provision  for  the  army,  navy  and  militia 
pensioners  resident  with  them,  to  be  reimbursed  by  Congress. 

On  September  29,  1789,  an  act  was  passed  providing  that 
the  military  pensions  which  had  been  granted  and  paid  by  the 
states,  respectively,  in  pursuance  with  the  foregoing  acts  to 
invalids  who  were  wounded  and  disabled  during  the  late  war, 
should  be  paid  by  the  United  States  from  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  1789,  fur  the  space  of  one  year. 

The  act  of  March  26,  1790,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $96.- 
979.72  for  paying  pensions  which  may  become  due  to  the  in- 
valids. 

The  act  of  April  30,  1790,  piovides  for  one-half  pay  pen- 
sions to  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  disabled  while  in  line  of 
duty;  and  the  act  of  July  16,  1790,  provides  that  the  military 
pensions  which  have  been  granted  and  paid  by  the  states  re- 
spectively shall  be  continued  and  paid  by  the  United  States 
from  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1790,  for  the  .space  of  one  year. 

There  were  several  other  similar  acts  proviviing  for  the  yearly 
payment  of  pensions,  but  th*.*  first  general  act  which  nnule  a 
regular  pro\  ision  for  the  peimioning  of  comiuis^ioiied  niu\  non- 
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commissloued  officers,  miisiciaiis,  soldieis.  laariiies  and  seamen, 
disabled  in  the  actual  seiNice  of  the  United  States,  and  in  line 
of  duty,  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  the  act  approved  on  3Iarch  10,  1806,  which  provided 
by  its  terms  that  it  should  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the 
space  of  six  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  and  no  longer;  but 
it  was  subsequently  revived  and  kept  in  force  by  the  acts  of 
April  25,  1S12,  May  15,  1820,  February  4,  1S22,  and  3Iay  24, 
1S28. 

And  so  it  appears,  that  the  ‘ ‘ G overnor,  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Terri torv  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  south  of  the  river  Ohio,”  passed  an  act 
unconditionally  and  permanently  pensioning  disabled  soldiers 
and  militiamen,  and  the  icidov's  and  orphans  of  such,  as  had 
died  from  wounds,  twelve  yeai's  before  such  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 

It  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  the  main  purpose  of  this 
modest  effort  to  catch  up  and  put  together  in  their  proper 
places  some  dropped  stitches  in  Tennessee  history,  to  go  into 
an  examination  in  detail  of  the  various  acts  passed  by  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  territorial  government  and  by  the  earliest 
sessions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state.  Believing,  how- 
ever, that  it  may  be  profitable,  at  this  time,  to  bring  into  public 
\iew  some  of  the  great  doctrines,  principles  and  policies  that 
seem  to  have  guided  our  early  legislators,  as  gathered  from 
what  they  did,  tiiey  will  be  briefly  mentioned,  with  date,  su!)- 
stance,  objects,  etc. 

The  first  of  the  policies  indicated  was  that  counties  and  mii- 
uicipalities  should  not  contract  iiittu'est-b'^aring  debts  and  post- 
pone their  payment  for  a long  pen  of  years.  This  policy 
was  fixed  and  not  vleviated  from;  for  in  every  act  which  an- 
thorix:ed  a county  or  municipality  to  expend  money  for  the 
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erection  of  public  'Ouildings  of  any  kind,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, such  county  or  inunicipality  was  also  required  to  levy  a 
tax  to  pay  for  it;  and,  to  prevent  extravagance  or  the  erection 
of  a building  or  buildings  for  public  uses  not  required,  the  act 
fixed  a limit  in  excess  of  which  tax  sliouid  not  be  levied  or  col- 
lected. Was  this  because  they  were  wiser  than  we  are?  No. 
The}'  read  the  constitution,  took  an  oath  to  support  it,  and 
found  that  it  said,  as  it  does  now,  that  “‘the  general  assembly 
shall  have  povrer  to  authorize  the  several  counties  and  incorpo- 
rated towns  in  this  state  to  impose  taxes  for  county  and  corpo- 
ration purposes  respectively”;  and  they  had  not  then  become 
wise  enough  to  construe  the  true  meaning  out  of  this  provision, 
and  make  it  mean  that  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power 
to  authorize  counties  and  incorporated  towns  to  borrow  money 
and  issue  promises  and  obligations  to  pay  it  ten,  twenty  or 
thirty  years  after  date,  with  interest  payable  semi-annually. 
If  some  holder  of  such  promises  to  pay,  or  of  bonds  issued  by 
a county  or  an  incorporated  tow'n  or  city,  slioiild  be  called  upon 
to  point  out  that  provision  in  our  constitution  which  gives  power 
to  the  general  assembly  to  authorize  a c^ounty  or  municipality 
to  enter  into  and  deliver  such  obligations,  what  section,  clause, 
line  or  word  could  be  found  to  make  such  bonds  legal,  valid 
and  binding? 

They  had  the  -“fee  (question,”  the  ‘-school  question.”  public 
roads,  the  regulation  of  private  corporations,  the  “gold”  or 
••specie  contract”  question,  all  to  deal  w'ith;  and  they  dealt 
with  all  of  them  prior  and  up  to  the  year  ISOl,  taking  hold  of 
and  settling  these  complicated,  vexatious  problems  in  a cour- 
ageous and  statesmanlike  way. 

The  fee  act,  passed  in  April,  ITOG,  not  only  regulated  the 
c<mip^-nsutioLi  of  public  otiicers,  but  fixed  tlie  fees  of  attorneys 
in  civil  suits,  from  “twel\e  d.olhirs  and  fifty  cents  in  any  suit 
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in  equity,”  down  to  ••one  dollar  and  twenty-tive  cents  in  any 

appeal  from  the’  judgment  of  a justice  of  the  peace  to  the 

county  courts.”  The  fees  allowed  attorneys  were  specihed  in 

each  character  of  the  various  suits,  the  greatest  sura  allowed 

being  twelve  dollars  and  lifty  cents. 

Two  acts,  however,  ought  to  have  special  prominence  given  to 

them  in  Tennessee  at  this  particular  time  (March,  1897).  One  of 

these,  bearing  on  the  subject  of  gold  ” or  specie  contracts,” 

wnth  tne  cunning  methods  used  to  ultimately  accomplish  the 

repeal  of  the  most  important  section  in  it,  is  here  given  in  full: 

An  act  respecting-  dollars  and  cents,  and  contracts,  and  the  man- 
ner of  keeping'  accounts,  so  far  as  respects  the  currency  in  v/hlcli 
contracts  shall  he  made  and  accounts  kept.  Passed  January 
5th,  1799. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee^  That  all  judgments  and  verdicts  in  courts  of 
record,  and  by  justices  of  peace  out  of  court,  siiall  be  rendered 
in  dollars  and  cents,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  require;  and  ail  executions  thereon  and  all  bills  of 
costs  shall  issue  accordingly. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  One  thousand  eight  hundred,  ali  accounts  shall  be 
kept,  and  contracts  made  where  money  is  stipulated  for,  in 
dollars  arid  cents,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  require;  and  all  accounts  kept  or  contracts  entered 
mto,  where  money  is  stipulated  for,  other  than  is  by  this  act 
directe*],  shall  be  void  and  not  recoverable  b}’  law. 

By  an  act  passed  October  23,  1799.  the  second  section  of 
the  foregoing  act  was  suspended  •‘until  the  next  stated  Gen- 
eral Assembly.”  At  the  next  general  assembly,  Xovember  10. 
1801,  this  second  section  was  again  suspended  “ until  the  next 
stated  General  Assembly.”  At  the  next  succeeding  general 
assembly,  October  2'>,  1803,  the  following  act  was  passed: 

Chap.  60.  An  Act  to  repeal  {uirt  [italics  mine]  of  the  second  section 
of  an  Act  entitied  An  Act  respecting-  dollars  and  cents,  con- 
tracts and  tlie  manner  of  keeping  accoimts,  passed  Januarv  the 
1799. 

1.  die  it  ena.cU-il  by  the  General  Assembly  nf  the  State  of 
7'ennes.^^-e,  That  S()  much  of  the  second  section  of  the  above 
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recited  Act  tlifit  requires  iill  accounts  kept  or  contracts  entered 
into,  where  money  is  stipulated  for,  other  than  are  by  said  Act 
directed,  shall  be  void  and  not  recoverable  by  law,  is  hereby 
repealed,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  except  as 
respects  accounts  kept  by  merchants^  i^hysiciojis  and  innkeepers 
[italics  mine] . 

2.  J3e  it  eiui.cted.  That  this  Act  shall  be  in  force  after  the 
first  day  of  September  next. 

October  3,  1805,  another  act,  of  one  section  only,  was 
passed,  as  follows: 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  Act  respecting-  dollars 
and  cents,  accounts,  contracts,  &c. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  second  section  of  the  before  recited 
Act,  passed  on  the  fifth  da}'  of  January,  in  the  Year  of  Our 
Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  anything  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  original  act  passed  in  January,  1799,  was  intended  to 
remedy  two  evils.  The  first,  but  not  the  chief  one,  was  to  put 
a stop  to  the  keeping  of  'accounts,  the  takino;  of  notes  or  tlie 
making  of  any  kind  of  contract  where  payment  in  money  was 
stipulated  for,  in  pounds,  shillings'  and  pence,  and  to  compel 
the  use  in  all  such  obligations  of  the  terms  dollars  and  cents; 
and  to  more  eirectuaily  enforce  this,  the  act  prohibited  courts 
from  rendering  judgments,  making  out  bills  of  costs  or  issuing 
executions  for  anything  but  dollars  and  cents.  The  second 
evil  the  act,  in  its  original  form  and  provisions,  had  forev'er 
cut  up  by  the  roots  was  the  specie  ” account  or  contract — that 
is  to  say,  the  shrewd  keepers  of  accounts  and  money-lenders 
would  embody  in  the  account,  note  or  other  obliiration,  where 
money  was  stipulated  for.  the  term  ••specie.”  If  it  was  an 
account,  it  would  be  opened  soTiietliing  like  this;  Spruce 

McCa} , in  aoeomit  with  Eiiiraiiu  Dunlap — sp(*cie";  or  if  a. 
note,  due-hill  or  other  obligation,  the  term  ••.'•{lecie”  usually 
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followed  the  ‘‘  promise  to  pay  or  tlie  statement  of  the  amount 
contracted  to  be  paid  or  acknowledged  to  be  due. 

To  the  close  student  of  the  methods  which  are  usually  em- 
ployed by  the  artful  and  designing,  these  several  acts  are 
amusing — -first  suspending  a particular  section,  then  suspend- 
ing it  again,  then  repealing  part  of  it,  and  iinally  accomplish- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  whole  section.  How,  note.  The  first 
repealing  act  excepted  from  its  provisions  “merchants,  physi- 
cians and  inn-keepers”;  that  is,  the  repealing  act  was  so  art- 
fully worded  as  to  leave  the  original  act  in  full  force  against 
the  three  classes  mentioned— about  the  only  people  who  trans- 
acted any  business  of  consequence  and  who  recp.iir,ed  payment 
in  money  at  that  time.  These  could  not  make  any  contract, 
or  keep  an  account,  for  payment  in  “specie” — they  must  ac- 
cept payment  in  the  currency  of  the  times.  The  system  «)f 
barter,  ad  this  period,  between  the  agrlciiltuml  clas.s  and  the 
blacksmith,  cooper,  wagonmaker,  shoemaker,  etc.,  was  such 
that  accounts  between  them  w^re  so  kept  as  to  be  payable  in 
the  products  of  each,  and  not  in  money — no  money  ever  being 
passed  between  them  or  expected.  Thus,  this  first  repealing 
act,  stripped  of  the  him  that  shrouded  it,  simply  left  the  origi- 
nal act  in  full  force  against  everybod}*  that  it  could  have  affected, 
except  one  poor  fellow — or  one  class  of  poor  fellows — the  man 
or  men  who  had  a little  bit  of  money  to  loan  on  a note  with 
“undoubted  personal  security”  or  secured  by  mortgage. 

This  first  repealing  act  was  “clas.s  legislation”  so  rank  and 
rotten  tliat  the  po<>r  fellow's  wdio  had  money  to  loan — and  who 
had  it  passed — l>ec;ime,  no  doulit.  exceedingly  solicitous  for  the 
well-bitng,  j>rosperity  and  ••business  interests  of  the  “mer- 
chants. pliysiciaus  and  inn-keepers'’  ami  therefore  came  for- 
ward a,t  tlie  next  meiging  of  the . general  assemfiiy.  in  ISO"), 
with  an  act  repealing  th.e  wlnde  of  tin.*  second  section  of  the 
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original  act;  and  then  they  breathed  easy  and  praised  the  Lord 
because  they  had  entirely  relieved  the  ^•merchants,  physicians 
and  inn-keepers”  of  this  odious  act,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
prevention  of  requiring  payment  in  '-specie”  where  money 
should  be  stipulated  for. 

This  last  full  and  hnal  repealing  act  deserves  to  be  further 
noted,  and  to  be  remembered  with  reverence — so  to  speak — for 
the  reason  that  it  is  the  first  act  passed  in  Tennessee  in  which 
the  term  ‘-in  the  year  of  our  Lord”  is  used.  What  an  intel- 
lectual treat  it  must  have  been  to  hear  the  man  (not  the  mem- 
ber of  the  general  assembly)  who  prepared  this  last  repealing 
act,  explaining  its  provisions  to  the  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  and  pointing  out  to  them  the  great  benefits  that  were 
to  accrue  to  the  merchants,  physicians  and  inn-keepers”  of 
the  country  by  its  pas.;sage-;  and  also  to  note  with  what  rever- 
ential humility  he  bowed  his  head,  and  with  what  unction  he 
read.  dn  the  year  of  onr  Lord,’  who  lias  put  it  into  my  mind 
and  heart  to  prepare  this  great  measure  and  ask  you  to  pass 
it  ” ; and  (aside)  • * has  also  made  me  a shining  light  in  the 
church  and  the  community” — while,  all  the  time  and  every  min- 
ute, his  greedy,  covetous  litile  soul  was  becoming  more  con- 
tracted, and  visions  or  dollars  or  pounds  in  specie  ” w'ere 
blinding  him  to  the  great  truth  that  it  would  be  easier  for  a 
camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a needle  than  for  such  as  he 
ever  to  enter  the  domain  of  ‘dmir  Lord. ” where  ‘-specie”  is 
used  (,»nly  to  pave  streets. 

The  county  court  records  at  Jonesboro  show  that,  early  in 
the  nineties  of  the  last  century,  shive-huklers  were  emancipating 
their  slaves. 

On  October  2,  1797,  an  Act  was  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Teniies-^ee  entitled,  ’•■An  Act  to  oondrm  the  emati- 
cipalion  et  a black  man  nameil  Jack. ' The  preamide  recites 
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tliiit,  ‘“‘vVlieruas  at  July  sessions  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  seven,  John  Stone,  of  Knoxville,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee  did  apply  to  the  County  Court  of  Knox,  for  a license 
to  emancipate,  and  forever  set  free  a certain  negro  man  slave, 
named  Jack,"'  etc.,  '‘which  license  hath  issued  to  said  John^ 
Stone,  and  whereas  the  said  Joiin  Stone,  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  August  1797  . . . did  emancipate,  discharge  and  for- 

ever set  free  from  all  manner  of  serwltiide  and  slavery  what- 
ever, the  said  negro  Jack.”  The  Act  then  coniirms  the  eman- 
cipation, and  confers  upon  the  liberated  slave  ‘-the  name  of 
John  Saunders.” 

On  Kovember  13,  ISbl,  the  General  Assembl}’  p.assed  an 
act,  entitled  “An  Act  empowering  the  county  courts  to  eman- 
cipate slaves,  ” the  preamble  of  which  recites  that,  “Whereas 
the  numlier  of  petitions  presented  to  this  legislature,  praying 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  not  only  tend  to  involve  the  state 
in  serious  evils,  but  are  also  productive  of  great  expense.  For 
remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted B Ac.  The  act  then  proceeds 
to  confer  power  and  authority  upon  the  county  courts  generally 
to  emancipate  slaves  upon  the  petition  and  request  of  the 
owners,  and  directs  the  clerks  of  such  courts  to  record  such 
proceedings  and  make  out  and  issue  to  the  emancipated  slave.s 
a certificate  of  emancipation.  These  old  records  will  explain 
w'hy  it  was  that,  tvreiity  and  twenty-five  years  later,  the  “Man- 
umission Iiitelligeacer ” and  “The  Emancipator”  were  pub- 
lished at  Jonesboro  and  the  “Genius  of  Universal  Emancipa- 
tion” at  tJreeneville.  They  show  another  fact,  viz.,  that  long 
before  EHJiU  PJmhceeB  Benjamin  Lundy.  William  L.  Garrison 

*Thom;).s  .U.  rlfTson  Wilson,  :tn  intelli'.'on:  iiinl  re-rectod  uow 

nearly  blind,  living  at  Che'tvrton,  in  Wa«.bir..:ton  co-incy.  Tenn.,  uritin-jr  to  me. 
April  1,  1?3T,  amori;;  other  tti;n_'3.  ••  In  the  sprinc  cf  '.''pnt  to  live  with 

Elijah  Eiiibree  fijrutLierof  EUhn!.  and  continued  to  re-'.de  with  him  nntii  hi.>  deatn, 
in  I8lh.  Duriut:  this  time-  I had  ai:<:es>  t ) a'.l  his  ho-.'ks  and  pap.ers.  and  I found  a 
Copy  of  • i he  Emanmpator.'  1 hnntetl  up  all  of  the  nun. hers  tha.,  had  b<‘-*n  issned. 


Hoiiif  i>r  I'lilui  Km  I)!-'-!-,  the  Inu  ini'’r  mih!  r.!  i ii  if  of  tin-  tir'i  :i  t)o!ir  ion  pn  piT  pii  Ui  is!n'(!  i u rho 
rniml  stains.  Kn-ftod  bs  his  brorhi-r. 'L'lionma  Kiiibr'-f.  nliotif  fiv-  mih'.a  uf-.t  of  Jon*‘.s- 
bttro.  now  mair  'I'l'lloru's  Station,  on  Sonth'-rn  Railwa\.  Kn'iii  a photi;^ra[>ii  tak*--!!  in 
April.  1S97. 
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Riid  Harriet  13t=eclit‘r  Stowe  began  tlie  agitation  of  the  ab'olition 
of  slavery — in  theory — in  the  public  prc-ss,  these  people  were 
not  only  thhd‘UKj.  but  octln-j,  on  the  subject — the  great  ques- 
tion that  ultiniatel}'  shook  the  pillars  of  the  American  repub- 
lic, and  earthquaked  a continent  when  the  shock  of  year  came — 
these  people  were  not  only  teaching  bat  practising  emancipa- 
tion. It  would  not  only  be  unpatriotic,  but  hlial  impiety  in  the 
descendants  of  those  people,  to  allow  without  protest  their  fame 
to  diminish,  and  their  views,  deeds  and  accomplishments  to  be 
taken  from  them  and  credited  to  others. 

It  must  not  be.  It  was  easy  indeed,  for  Eoibree,  Lundy  and 
others  to  drop  in,  twenty  to  twenty-rive  j’ears  later,  and  join 
them  in  the  advocacy  of  the  policy  of  emancipating  slaves,  when 
they  found,  or  had  heard  before  coming  to  the  country,  that 
manumission  societies  had  been  in  existence  for  near  a quarter 
of  a century  before,  and  when  the  county  court  records  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  these  people  w’ere  practising  what  they  ad- 
vocated, and  when  petitions  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  from  the  various  counties  -‘praying  the  emancipation  of 
slaves”  were  so  numerous  that  they  were  about  to  involve  the 
state  in  serious  evils  by  turning  irresponsible  persons  loose  upon 
society  and  also  entailing  great  expense. 

The  reader,  must  not  hosvever,  confuse  the  policy  advocated 
and  practise']  by  those  people  of  emnncipati(jn  or  of  manumit- 
ting their  slaves.  with  the  doctrine  of  forcible  abolition,  or  of 

and  h:id  Jatues  Dilwortli  of  .Io!:i>^sboro  co  Mad  theni  in  book  form.  Eiibu  Embree 
claimed  [in  • The  Einanciparor  ’ j that  his  paper  ’.'■as  rhe  first  paper  erer  piiinished  in 
;lie  United.  States  \vhoily  in  the  ir.r>‘rest  of  etna iv.-ip.ation.  it  was  a monthly  jmper. 
and  the  first  au;ul>'r  was  published  in  MUO,  duriii'.:  vvliicU  year  Etnbre<t  died,,  tuid  the 
paper  ce.isPd.  The  lirsf,  nioverupiir,  tli.at  I know  o'  in  Tennessee  in  the  iiitfrost  of 
ernan<’ip;iri<..i;  vhs  aniou.:  the  Quakers.  They  or'.r:m  zeil  a soc.iety  on  Lost  c’re»-k.  in 
JetTerson  oottriry.  from  w his’li  sprang  man}  siritilar  s'^cieties  all  ovim-  East  Ten n-^ssee. 
Charles  Owen-;,  lMn;a:tiin  Lundy  and  a irreat  many  oth^^rs  vviio  were  emanMpatiou- 
ist.s  movevl  'from  Eastern  T'-nnesseej  to  Ohio  het.w.-en  l.si.'>Hiui  L''2t)." 

WUh  r*‘fer'-ri':e  to  ‘his  subjeet  of  the  lirst  abolition  paper,  see  an  inlerestimr 
note  on  El.iui  thnitree,  in  the  iut,<-rprera:ion  of  :he  " eiiteiiiual  Dream,"  in  th“ 
appendix  to  this  volmue. 
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freeing  sIuats  by  legislative  enactment,  wltliout  the  coiseut  of 
the  owner.  Petitions,  with  nearly  two  thousaiul  signers  or 
names  to  them,  coming  from  all  settlements  in  the  state  (terri- 
tory ) were  presented  to  the  Constitatioiial  Convention  in  1796, 
asking  that  a provision  be  embodied  in  the  constitution  proliib-' 
iting  shivery  in  the  state  after  the  year  1364.  This  w’as  the 
voice  of  prophecy  coining  up  out  of  the  ]Vesttni  ^l^ilde/viess. 

True  philanthrophy  liberates  its  own  slaves,  and  not  other 
people’s  without  their  consent. 

The  first  private  corporation  chartered  by  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Tennessee  was  the  Xoliclmcky  Fdver  Company,”  No- 
vember 10,  1301.  Its  objects  are  briefiy  stated  to  be  ‘Ho  clear 
out  and  remove  from  the  bed  or  chauiiei  of  so  much  of  the 
river  Nolichucky  as  shall  be  within  the  limits  of  Washington, 
Greene  and  Jefferson  counties,  all  and  every  obstruction  which 
in  an}"  way  impede  or  hinder  the  navigation  of  the  same.”  The 
tenth  section  of  the  act  is  as  follows; 

JJe  it  enacted,  That  three  custom  houses  be  established  on 
said  river,  for  the  purpose  of  receivina:  toil,  in  such  places  as 
the  said  Nolichucky  Paver  Company  may  think  expedient;  and 
any  boat,  craft  or  other  vessel,  entering  in  aVtove  the  upper  cus- 
tom house  shad  pay  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  ton;  any  boat, 
craft  or  otiier  vessel,  entering  between  the  upper  custom  house 
and  the  secoml  below,  shall  pay  at  tlm  rate  of  seventy-five  cents 
per  ton;  and  any  boat,  craft  or  other  vessel,  entering  in  be- 
tween the  second  custom  house  and  the  third,  shall  pay  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  cents  per  ton. 

It  is  worth  the  time  of  the  curious  to  read  the  whole  of  this 
act,  as  it  is  not  probable  tliat  another  like  it  can  be  found  in 
tlie  statute  law  of  any  other  state. 

Another  act  dt serving  our  attention  is  one  passed  by  the 
third  general  ass<mably,  creating  tlie  second  private  corpora- 
tion chartere<l  in  Tennessee.  What  a nn.xlel  it  was  and  is  for 
the  guiiiance  of  all  future  general  assemblies,  and  how  free  we 
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would  be  today  iiom  the  many  qaestioiis  that  now  Tex  courts 
and  iegisiatlve  bodies,  if  we  bad  only  followed  this  wise  prece- 
dent. 13 ut  we  bare  not;  our  ‘‘'swollen  estimate  of  our  ow'n 
pre-eiiiiiieiiee  ” seems  to  have  so  beclouded  our  minds  as  to  cut 
off  vision  in  both  directions:  too  proud  and  stiif-necked  to  look 
back  and  study  the  example  and  teaciiings  of  our  fathers,  and 
too  weak-minded,  with  ail  our  boasting,  to  see  a single  span  of 
life  into  the  future,  we  have  lost  that  which  tlniw.  in  their  far- 
reaching  mental  grasp,  held  on  to  in  the  charter — control  and 
regulation  of  private  coiq^orations  Ijy  means  of  commissions 
appointed  l>y  state  authority  and  compensated  by. the  corpora- 
tion, these  provisions  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  charter. 
The  act  referred  to  was  passed  November  14,  1801,  and  incor- 
porated the  Cumberland  Turnpike  Company — nothing  but  a 
little  turnpike  company,  to  buiid  a road  or  public  highway" 
‘•from  the  district  of  Hamilton,  across  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tains to  the  district  of  aLero”:  but  these  backwoods  pioneers, 
who  (as  we,  their  oifspring,  liave  supposed)  did  not  know  how 
to  spell  “railroad,”  “commission,”  “regulation,”  “freight," 
etc. , actually  had  sense  and  foresight  enough,  without  books 
and  court  decisions  bearing  on  the  subject  to  guide  them,  to 
emlx)dy  in  this  second  charter  of  a private  corporation  granted 
in  Tennessee  provisions  as  follows; 

1.  It  might  make  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  the  state. 

2.  It  must  ‘‘measure  and  mile-mark”  the  whole  road,  “erect 
bridges  and  causeys”  (cause v>' ays?),  dig  and  level  helds.  hills 
and  mountains  to  the  width  of  fifteen  feet,  and  maintain  and 
keep  the  road  in  good  order  and  repair. 

13.  The  life  of  the  franchise  is  limited  to  a period  of  ten 
years. 

4.  The  corporation  is  reviuired  to  execute  a bond,  in  the  sum 
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of  two  tliou.-and  dollars,  witii  appx-oved  security,  for  keeping 
the  road  in  safe  condition  and  good  repair. 

5.  The  Governor  sliali  appoiiil  tliree  coaimissionei's,  and  they 
or  either  of  them  shall  review  and  ezcamlne  the  condition  of  the 
i'Orrd  once  in  six  months,  and  repent  its  condition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

6.  The  company,  on  the  completion  of  the  road,  is  required 
to  report  to  the  Governor  that  the  road  has  been  completed  in 
accordance  viih  the  charter  requirements. 

7.  Thereupon,  the  commissioners  are  to  view  and  examine 
the  road,  and  if  they  report  to  the  Governor  that  the  road  has 
been  completed  in  accordance  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  charter,  the  Governor  will  then  issue  a license  to  the 
company,  permitting  it  to  erect  gates  and  collect  toll. 

8.  The  that  shall  be  demanded  and  received  from  the 
various  kinds  of  vehicles,  live  stock,  footmen,  etc.,  is  prescribed 
by  the  charter. 

9.  It  provides  that,  if  any  'person  shall  sustain  any  damage 
on  account  of  being  detained  by  the  keepers  of  said  turnpikes, 
or  on  account  of  the  road  being  oat  of  lepair,  such  person  shall 
have  an  action  against  the  company  for  the  damages  sustained. 

10.  It  fixes  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  at  two 
dollars  per  day  while  necessarily  emplot'ed,  Avliich  shall  be  paid 
by  the  corporation. 

11.  It  requires  the  road  to  ])e  completed  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  September,  1802.  in  default  of  which  all  rights 
granted  by  tiie  charter  are  forfeited. 

This  charter  takes  up  one  page  and  two-thirds  of  another 
pnge  of  tlie  acts  as  »)uihished.  anfi  is  emViodied,  caption  and 
all,  in  eighty-one  printed  Une.s;  and  yet  almr'^t  every  conceiv- 
able phaa.'  of  the  q uv  ^tions  which  inive  <•  risen  )>eiween  the  peo- 
ple and  such  corperatioos,  to  annoy  both  and  vex  courts  and 


Early  Tennessee  Legislation.  S3 

general  assemblies,  are  fulij  covered  in  this  short  charter,  either 
in  specific  words,  terms  and  provisions,  or  in  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  whole. 

Some  features  of  this  charter  deserve  more  than  a passing 
notice.  One,  which  limited  the  life  of  the  corporation  to  ten 
years,  is  in  keeping  with  aild  confornillw  to'  the  great  doctrine 
announced  in  the  twenty-third  paragraph  of  the  ‘ decluration 
of  rights  ” appended  to  and  adopted  as  part  of  the  state  con- 
stitution in  1796,  that  ’0>erpetiuties  and  monopolies  are  con- 
trary to  the  genias  of  a free  state,  and  shall  not  be  allowed”: 
therefore  they  limited  the  life  of  this  ‘•monopoly”  to  ten 
years.  As  private  citizens,  the  men  who  composed  the  general 
assembly  believed  in  this  doctrine;  and,  as  representatives  of 
the  people,  they  stuck  to  it  with  a firraness  and  manliness 
worthy  to  be  followed  by  all  future  legislative  bodies. 

Another  feature  of  this  second  charter,  which  should  have 
commended  it  as  a model  in  form  and  substance  to  future  gen- 
eral assemblies,  is  the  retention  in  its  face  of  the  right  and 
power  of  the  state  to  regulate  and  control  the  road,  in  its  con- 
dition wi^h  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  travelilng  public,  and 
the  services  to  be  rendered  and  the  charges  to  be  made  therefor, 
:^s  well  as  to  require  the  corporation  to  pay  the  agents  of  the 
people,  who  were  to  supervise  and.  regulate  it  in  these  partic- 
ulars. 

Here  again,  in  this  second  charter  of  a private  corporation 
for  profit,  is  given  unmi.srakable  evidence  that  these  early  leg- 
islators believed  in  and  adhered  lo  that  other  fundamental 
principle  proclaimed  in  the  ‘‘declaration  of  rights” — that  ‘-all 
power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  governments  are 
founded  on  their  aiitlioritv  and  instituted  for  their  peace,  .safety 
and  har>piness;  for  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they  have 
at  all  times  an  unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  re- 
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form  or  abolish  the  govenimerit  in  such  inaiinGr  as  they  may 
think  proper.  ” They  had  probably  not  learned,  so  caiTy,  that 
it  would  ever  be  in'^isted  by  anyone  that  rJae  government  could 
bring  into  existence  a creature  greater  and  more  povreriul  than 
the  creator;  but  fearing,  no  clould,  that  such  a claim  might  be 
set  up,  they  put  in  the  face  of  this  charter  an  answ'er  to  any 
such  pretence.  It  had  not  probably  been  intimated,  at  chat 
early  day,  that  a government  whicli  the  people,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  inherent  power,  could  alter,  reform  or  abolish  at  their 
pleasure,  could  nevertheless  by  its  legislature  bring  into  exist- 
ence an  invisible,  intangible,  incorporeal  entity  which  the  peo- 
ple could  neither  control  nor  destroy,  altliough  they  have  the 
power  to  do  both  with  reference  to  the  creator  of  such  entity; 
still,  they  said  in  the  charter  that  all  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people,  and  you  take  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises 
granted,  subject  to  their  power  to  control  and  regulate  your 
operations,  and  your  dealings  with  and  relations  to  the  public. 

Two  other  features  of  this  charter  deserve  to  be  thoughtfully 
considered.  The  first  is  that  the  corporation  is  made  liable,  in 
the  face  of  its  charter,  for  damages  sustained  by  any  person 
who  shall  be  detained  by  the  keepers  of  the  turnpikes  or  the 
bad  condition  of  the  road.  Under  the  language  of  the  section, 
the  liability  is  fixed  and  absolute,  the  plaintiff  having  to  prove 
only  two  facts  in  any  case;  the  fact  that  iie  was  detained,  and 
the  amount  of  damage  sustained — this  was  all;  he  did  not 
have  to  prove  negligence,  or  carelessness,  ordinary  or  gross. 
The  other  feature  is  that  which  re^piired  the  corporation  to  give 
a bond,  with  approved  security,  conditioned  for  keeping  the 
road  in  good  repair.  The  corporation  might  become  insolvent, 
go  into  the  hands  of  a receiver,  come  out  again  under  a new 
organization,  load  up  again  with  mortgages  first,  second  and 
third,  stock  itself  again  and  issue  first  and  second  preferred 
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and  coinnioii,  and  then  collapse  again;  but  the  bond  which  this 
charter  required  this  corporation  to  give,  and  the  security  thereon, 
could  not  be  cancelled,  or  touciied  1)V  anyone  except  one  who 
had  sustained  damages  b}*  reason  of  being  detained  by  the 
keepers  of  the  gates  or  the  road  being  out  of  repair.  The  cor- 
poration might  dissolve,  become  bankrupt,  go  out  of  business' 
—--but  the  bond  and  security  remained. 

What  a monument  is  this  charter,  granted  to  a private  cor- 
poration for  profit,  to  the  wisdom  and  far-reaching  foresight  of 
the  pioneer  statesmen  who  framed  and  granted  it;  and  bow 
unfortunate  it  is.,  for  both  tlie  people  and  for  the  corporations, 
that  subsequent  general  assemblies  in  Tennessee  have  not  en- 
grafted its  principles  upon  all  charters  since  granted  to  private 
corporations. 

History  repeats  itself  only  when  and  where  human  nature 
parallels  itself ; have  legislative  statesmen  duplicated  themselves 
in  Tennessee? 
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MIEO,  ALIAS'^ifEEO.'^ 

JN  Xovember,  1784,  the  geneml  assembly  of  North  Carolina, 
I at  Newbern,  divided  the  district  of  Zdorgao,  Tvhich  had 
theretofore  included  ali  of  the  state  “west  of  the  mount- 
ains,” and  erected  Washington,  Sullivan.  Greene  and  Da\idson 
counties  into  a “Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Equity”  district, 
by  the  name  of  “Washington.”  From  1784  to  1788  all  of  the 
teriitory  west  of  the  Cumberiand  moantains  was  included  in 
Davidson  and  Sumner  counties,  then  the  only  organized  counties 
in  what  is  now  Middle  and  West  Tennessee.  The  population 
of  Davidson  county  had  so  increased  and  extended  westward 
from  Nashville  by  the  fall  of  1788  that  the  general  assembly 
of  North  Carolina,  at  Fayetteville,  in  November  of  that  year, 
divided  Davidson  county  by  a line  “beginning  on  the  Virginia 
line  now  Kentucky,  thence  south  along  Sumner  county  to  the 
dividing  ridge  between  Cumberland  river  and  Red  river,  thence 
westward iy  along  said  ridge  to  the  head  of  the  main  south 
branch  of  Sycamore  creek,  thence  down  the  said  branch  to  the 
mouth  thereof,  thence  due  south  across  Cumberland  river  to 
Davidson  county  line.  ” All  that  part  of  Davidson  county  west 
of  this  line  w’as  erected  into  a new  county,  which  was  named 
“Tennessee.”  Tennessee  county,  therefore,  included  all  of 
the  territory  now  within  the  limits  of  ^Montgomery,  Fvobertson, 
Dickson,  Houston  and  Stewart,  and  parts  of  Hickman,  Hum- 
phreys and  Cheatham.  The  county  seat  of  Tennessee  county 
was  fixed  at  Clarksville. 

By  another  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Fayetteville,  in  November.  if^S,  the  counties  of  Davidson, 
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Sumner  and  Tennessee  were  erected  into  a new  district  f-.n*  ii>e 
holding  of  ‘^Superior  Courts  of  Law  and  Ecpaity'’  therein. 
When  this  act  forming  the  new  district  west  of  the  Cumberland 
mountains  was  on  its  third  and  fmal  reading,  the  Speaker  called 
on  tlie  author  of  the  bill  for  the  name  with  which  the  blank  left 
for  that  purpose  was  to  be  illled.  James  Kobertson  and  Robert 
Hays  were  the  members  from  Lavidson,  and  one  of  them  was 
the  author  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  new  district.  It  is  a 
matter  of  history  that,  in  answ'er  to  the  Speaker’s  call  fur  the 
name  of  the  new'  district,  James  Eobertson  arose  and  suggested 
‘Olero.  ” He  evident!}'- gave  the  name  as  it  is  pronounced, 
without  spelling  it  for  the  benerlt  of  the  clerk,  and  the  latter 
evidently  recorded  it  phonetically ; and  thus  t’ne  name  of  the 
new  district  wmnt  upon  the  official  record  as  ’•alero,”  which  is 
the  correct  pronunciation,  instead  of  '‘‘kriro, " which  is  the  cor- 
rect orthography.  The  error,  once  committed,  was  perpetu- 
ated; and  klero”  it  continued  to  be,  not  only  in  contemporary 
records  and  legal  documents,  but  in  subsequent  histories. 

The  name  as  suggested  by  Hobertson  was  adopted  without 
open  objection.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  leading  spirits 
in  the  assembly  had  been  made  aequaiiited  with  the  motive 
which  prompted  the  selection  of  the  name,  while  others,  with- 
out any  knowledge,  opinion  or  preference,  simply  followcil  the 
leaders  in  accepting  it.  There  were,  however,  some  members 
who  knew"  some  things,  but  not  everything,  in  connection  with 
tins  name;  and.  on  retiection,  after  the  name  had  been  adopted, 
they  took  offence  at  the  selection,  and  it  was  discussed,  not  in 
the  general  assembly,  but  at  the  taverns  and  boarding-houses, 
with  spirit  c.nd  much  feeling.  They  said  that  it  was  strange 
and  unexampled  that  t!ie  name  of  an  officer  of  a toreffin  irtuerii- 
ment,  wdio  'was  not  and  liad  never  been  in  our  service,  sliould 
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'oe  given  to  a t)o’itipal  division  oi  our  couniry  and  perpetuated 
on  our  puidic  records.  They  vrished  to  know  what  this  meant. 
The}"  knew,  they  said,  that  Don  Esteyan  aliro  was  a colonel  in 
the  Spanish  army,  that  he  rvas  also  Governor  of  Orleans,” 
and  they  had  heard  that  he  was  a very  kind-hearted,  agreeable 
gentleman;  but  so  were  scores  of  other  foreigners,  not  to  men- 
tion the  names  of  the  many  loyal  and  distinguished  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  had  not  been  honored  with  any  such 
mark  of  popular  esteem.  Vriiy,  said  they,  select  a Spaniard 
already  very  distinguished,  and  at  the  very  time  when  that  na- 
tion unjustly  withholds  from  us  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
x=;issippi  river,  and  when  this  very  Don  Elstevan  i>Iiro  is  the  in- 
strument chosen  by  the  Spanish  king  and  court  to  guard  the 
waters  and  mouth  of  the  3Iississippi  and  exclude  us  from  its 
use?  And  this  is  not  all;  wdiy.  they  continued,  should  a Span- 
ish official  be  so  honored  during  the  veiy  same  year  wuen  Spain 
was  demanding  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  should 
reUnC[iush  the  navigation  of  the  Zvllssissippi  for  a period  of  at 
least  twenty-live  years — a measure  which,  if  acceded  to,  would 
completely  break  up  and  ruin  all  of  the  settlements  in  Kentucky 
and  on  Cue  Cumberiand?  Still  more,  this  mark  of  respect  was 
shown  to  a Spanish  soldier  and  governor  at  a time  when  the 
boatmen  from  the  upper  3iississippi,  Ohio  and  Cumberland,  if 
they  dared  to  float  their  flatboats  down  the  Mississippi  to 
ZSatchez  or  New  Orleans  with  their  tobacco  and  other  products, 
were  subjected  by  the  Spanish  to  the  most  outrageous  lines  and 
extortions,  in  the  sliape  of  duties  imposed  for  the  use  of  a great 
river,  and  also  to  seizure  and  sometimes  to  imprisonment.  Last 
but  not  least,  said  they,  this  very  D(Hi  Estevan  hliro  is  at  this 
very  time  m-gotiatinu  and  intriguing  with  certain  persons  in 
Kentucky  end  Cumberland,  with  a \iew  of  coming  to  terms 
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upoQ  which  Kentucky  and  the  Cumberland  country  will  become 
part  of  and  submit  to  the  government  of  Spain.  Truly,  it  did 
appear  rather  cloudy. 

These  various  phases  of  the  subject,  and  tlie  situation  of 
affairs  at  that  particular  time,  gave  to  the  tavern -talkers  a wide 
field  for  speciiiatioii  and  conjecture,  as  well  as  alarm.  The 
truth  is,  the  correspondence  and  coiamunlcations  alleged  to 
have  passed  between  Governor  31  iro  and  certain  citizens  of 
Kentucky  and  the  Cumberland  country,  about  this  time,  would 
read  rather  curiously  if  offered  iu  court  to  vindicate  the  Ken- 
tucky and  Cumberland  citizens  from  a charge  of  disloyalty  to 
the  United  Scares.  Col.  Kobertson,  however,  said  nothing  but 
“3Iiro”;  and  he  subsequently  demonstrated  that  he  knew  what 
he  was  saying. 

It  is  suggested-— -and  this  is  probably  the  correct  view — that 
the  main  purpose  of  these  person.s  in  Kentucky  and  Cumber- 
land who  were  in  correspondence  with  Governor  cliro  was,  iu 
view  of  th.eir  unanswered  appeals  to  Congress  for  help  and  pro- 
tection, ‘Uf  tlie  federal  Union  can  not  give  aid  and  protection 
to  us  iu  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  also  secure  to  us  the 
free  and  peaceable  exercise  of  the  right  to  navigate  the  31issls- 
sippi  river  witli  our  products,  why  then,  Spain  having  promised 
all  this,  wo  will  unite  our  fortunes  with  the  Spanish.”  They 
knew  that  whoever  could  keep  the  Indians  at  peace  with  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  control  New  Orleans  and  the  navigation 
of  the  3Iississippi,  was  the  absolute  arliiter  of  their  destiny, 
inasmuch  as,  without  the  riglit  to  use  tlie  Mississippi,  tiiere 
was  no  market  tliey  could  reach  with  their  pre-ducts. 

.August  lie,  1771),  Galvez,  then  governor  civil  and  mililary 
ami  intondant  of  Louisiana,  appointed,  as  tiiirdl  in  command  in 
the  c.mii);o'gn  wliich  he  was  about  t(;  umiertake  .^’gainst  tlie 
Kritisii,  ih.n  Rstevan  3Iir(.»,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 
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Congress  observed  v'lth  satisfacUori  rhe  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain;  and,  in  the  fall  of  1779,  sent  a minister  to 
the  Spanish  court,  with  instrucUons  to  negotiate  a treaty  of  alli- 
ance, and  partienlarly  to  insist  on  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  To  this  the  court  of  Spain  responded:  We  are 

disposed  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  enter  into  a treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  you; 
but  if  \*ou  wish  us  to  consent  to  your  admission  into  the  great 
family  of  nations,  you  must  subscribe  to  the  right  of  Spain  to 
the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  biississippi,  and  consent  to  our 
taking  possession  of  both  the  Floridas  and  of  all  the  territory 
extending  from  the  left  bank  of  that  river  to  tiie  back  settle- 
ments of  the  former  British  provinces,  according  to  the  procla- 
mation of  1763.'’  In  this  proposition,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
Spain  wars  supported  by  France;  and  up  to  17SS,  and  indeed  on 
up  to  October  27,  1795,  Spain  did  control  the  Mississippi.  On 
this  latter  date,  and  about  six  months  before  Tennessee  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  after  long  and  tedious  negotiations,  a 
treaty  wars  concluded  between  the  Imited  States  and  Spain,  a 
part  of  the  fourth  article  of  which  reads  as  follows;  ‘‘And  his 
Cath(dic  Majesty  ha.i  likew'ise  agreed  that  the  navigation  of  the 
said  river  vFississrppi-  in  its  whole  breadtli  from  the  source  to 
the  ocean,  shall  be  free  to  only  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  unless  he  shall  extend  this  privilege  to  the 
subjects  of  other  powers  by  special  convention.”  At  the  time 
this  treaty  was  entered  into,  Governor  Miio  was  in  Spain,  in 
attendance,  it  Ims  been  said,  on  the  C’Mirt  at  Madrid.  lie  was 
then  a lieute?i.int-geueral  in  the  Spanish  army,  and  held  in  great 
esteem  in  Spain,  and  nothing  is  more  pr<''b;d)}e  than  that  his 
counsel  and  advice  on  the  suipject  of  the  proposed  treaty  were 
sought.  It  was  entirely  natural  iliat.  wheii  asked  for  his  vituvs, 
he  should  remember  James  Hobertson.  Daniel  Smith  and  Bob- 
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ert  Huys,  the  courccS}'  shovTii  him  and  the  friendly  and  respect- 
ful treatment  which  he  had  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  named  in  his  honor,  and  that  he  soould  therefore  fawor 
the  concession  of  this  right.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  the 
district  of  ‘-Mere,”  misspelled  though  it  was,  and  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  and  surrounding  its  baptisna  and  the 
man  who  was  its  spon.^or,  ought  to  and  must  have  a place,  not 
only  in  Tennessee  history,  but  in  the  time  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Spaniards,  constantly  haunted  by  fear  of  their  restless 
neighbors  in  Kentucky  and  the  Cumberland  country,  spared  no 
means  by  which  they  might  conciliate  the  Indians.  The  chief 
military  oSicer  of  tlie  Spanish,  writing  to  the  home  government, 
iiilTSG,  concerning  Alexander  dIcGiiii\Ta.y,  said:  -^So  long  as 
we  shall  hold  this  chief  on  our  side,  wm  wdll  have  a bairier 
between  the  Floricias  and  Georgia.  The  Indians  are  convinced 
of  the  ambition  of  the  Americans;  past  injuries  still  dwell  in 
their  minds,  with  the  fear  that  these  greedy  ueiglibors  may  one 
day  seize  upon  their  lands.  It  ought  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
policies  of  this  government  to  keep  this  sentiment  alive  in  the 
breasts  of  the  Indians."  Alexander  McGiHivray  >vas  a noted 
tory  during  the  Eevoiution,  and  had  taken  refuge  after  its 
close  among  the  Creek  nation.  He  was  a man  of  gi-eat  courage 
and.inteiiigence,  entertained  inveterate  hostility  to  the  whites, 
and  had  an  Insatiable  ambition  for  personal  promotion.  He 
was  in  the  Spanish  pay,  as  agent  of  that  government  am<ji)g 
the  Indians,  had  usurped  regal  authority,  and  was  also  chief  of 
the  Talapouches.  It  is  said  t!uat  he  dierished  tlie  hope  of  huu*- 
ing  hi-^  nation  admitted  into  the  fedv'ral  compact,  although  he 
was  in  the  service  of  Spain,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  ami  wu.s 
afterwmrd  promoted  to  he  conimissary  general.  Till-  dangerous 
man  was  under  tue  aljs<huLe  coiitrol  of  Governor  Miro  in  17''.'^, 
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Y'lien  tiie  mime  of  ilie  latter  was  bestowed  by  Piobertsoa  on  the 
new  elistrict.  The  fact  that  3Iiro  had  control  of  the  3Iississippi 
river,  and  at  the  same  time  almost  absolute  command  over  the 
Indians  in  the  south,  furnishes,  it  is  believed,  the  logical  ex- 
})lanation  of  the  motive  -which  prompted  Eobertson  and  Hays 
to  compliment  him  by  giving  his  name  to  the  newly  established 
judicial  district. 

In  1788- Miro  was  made  civil  and  miiitar}"  governor  and  in- 
tendant  of  Louisiana  and  7Vest  Florida.  In  this  year  3IcGil- 
livray  wTote  him  that  two  delegates  from  the  district  of  Cum- 
berland had  just  visited  him  with  })rop?>.sals' of  peace:  that  they 
were  in  extremities  on  account  of  the  incursions  of  his  (McGii- 
li\Tay's)  warriors,  and  would  submit  to  whatever  conditions  he 
might  impose;  and,  ^•presuming  that  it  would  please  me,  they 
added  that  they  would  throw  themselves  in  the  arms  of  His 
Majesty  as  subjects,  and  that  Kentucky  and  Cumberland  are 
determined  to  free  themselves  from  Congress;  that  they  no 
longer  owe  obedience  to  a power  which  is  incapable  of  protect- 
ing them.  They  desired  to  know  my  sentiments  on  the  propo- 
sitions, but  as  it  embraces  important  political  questions,  I 
thought  proper  not  to  divulge  my  views.'’  3Iiro,  commenting 
on  this  letter,  says: 

I consider  as  extremely  interesting  the  intelligence  conveyed 
to  IMcGillivray  by  the  deputies  on  the  fermentation  existing  in 
Kentucky,  vdtli  regard  to  a separation  fr<;m  theTMion.  Con- 
cerning the  proposition  made  to  Mc<HlIivray  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Cuinl)erlaml  to  become  t!ie  vassals  of  His  hrajesty,  I have 
refrained  from  return itig  any  precise  answnn*. 

3IcGUlivray  was  no  iloubt,  at  the  very  time  he  was  writing  to 
Miro,  also  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  British;  for,  in  April, 
1788,  in  a letter  dated  at  Little  Upper  Creek  Na- 

tion," and  addressed  to  Cv'h'P.els  Anthony  Bledsoe  and  James 
Bobertson,  he  says,  among  otlier  things: 
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3Ir.  liaokett  arrived  liero  a few  Days  a^o  and  Delivered  me 
your  letter,  to«:etlier  vith  one  from  Col.  Hawkins.  Agreeably 
to  your  request  I will  be  ]v:\|)licit  and  Candid  in  my  answer  to 
your.-j  and  will  not  deny  tiiat  my  Nation  had  ^.7aged  \var  against 
your  Country  for  several  years  past,  but  that  we  had  no  mo- 
tives of  revenge,  nor  did  it  proceed  from  any  Sense  of  Tnjurys 
Sustained  from  your  people,  but  being  warmly  attached  to  the 
British,  and  being  under  their  Influence,  our  o’perations  wmre 
directed  by  them  against  you  in  common  with  other  Americans. 

The  letter  from  w’hich  the  foregoing  is  quoted  is  of  consider- 
able length,  T have  seen  the  original,  with  two  others,  and 
have  ‘Hrue  and  perfect  copies”  of  all  three.*  That  from 
w*hieh  I have  quoted  above  bears  entireD/  upon  the  subject  of 
a peace  proposed  between  the  Creek  nation  and  Cumberland  in 
the  letter  of  Colonels  Bledsoe  and  Kobertson  to  which  it  is  an 
answer;  and  there  is  not  one  vrord  in  HcCrillivray’s  letter  which 
indicates,  eve.a  remotehy  that  Robertson  and  Bledsoe  had 
made  any  such  proposition  to  him  as  he  had  communicated,  to 
Miro,  Col.  Robertson  had  written  him,  telling  him,  among 
other  things,  that  a number  of  th*.^-  settlers  on  Cumberland  had 
been  killed  recently  by  his  warriors — “among  those  unfortunate 
persons,”  says  Robertson,  “ w^ere  my  third  son.” 

Further  along  in  McGiliivray’s  letter  to  Bledsoe  and  Robert- 
son, he  says;  “I  had  received  his  Excel.  Governor  Caswell’s 
letter  and  Duplicate  only  a short  time  before  the  unlucky  aifair 
— so  that  I Differred  writing  an  answer  until  I could  be  satisfyed 
in  my  own  mind  that  he  might  Depend  on  what  I should  say  to 
him,  as  I abhor  every  Species  of  Dupricity,  I wish  not  to  de- 
ceive. ” He  concludes  as  follows:  “I  have  endeavored  to  make 
everything  as  agreeable  as  my  Situation  permits  to  Messrs. 
Uackett  6c  Ewing" — which  shows  that  the  men  named  are  the 
“ two  delegates  from  the  district  of  Cumberland”  referred  to  in 

♦This  “biy  riijua’'  g<*cms  to  have  written  his  name  as  the  faavy  slrnck  him. 
The  si^^nature  to  o”e  of  the  letters  is  ‘ MeGilHvray,'’  .vliile  the  other  two  are  .si.:neil 
*■  McGiivera} All  .iro  la  the  same  h tQ'lwtitiny:,  ami  aJ!  are  eviUently  atuot^raphic. 
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his  letter  to  31  iro;  and  these  two  letters,  taken  together,  show 
what  a treacherous  villain  aud  liar  he  vras,  notwithstanding  his 
abhorrence  of  ••eveiw  Species  of  DupUcity.  ” 

In  April,  17S9,  writing  to  General  dVilkinson  of  Kentucky, 
who  was  his  conferlerate  in  the  undertaking  to  separate  Ken- 
tuck}'.  3iiro  srivs; 

I have  just  received  tv.'o  letters,  one  from  Brig.  Gen.  .Han lei 
Smith,  dated  on  the  4th  of  dlarch,  and  the  other  from  Col. 
James  ilobertson,  with  date  of  the  11th  of  Jarinaiy,  both 
written  from  the  district  of  31ir<S.  The  bearer,  Fagot  [Hack- 
ett?],  a conudential  agent  of  Gen.  Smith,  informed  me  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland,  or  31iro,  would  ask  Xorth  Car- 
olina for'  an  act  of  separation  the  following  fall,  and  that  as 
soon  as  this  should  be  obtained  other  delegates  would  be  sent 
from  Cumberland  to  Xew  Orleans,  with  the  object  of  placing 
that  territory  under  the  domination  of  His  3iajesty.  I replied 
to  both  in  general  terms. 

On  the  next  day  after  waiting  this  letter,  Governor  3Iiro 
wrote  to  Gen.  Ikmiel  Smith  and  Col.  Jam.es  Robertson,  saying, 
among  other  things: 

The  giving  of  my  name  to  your  district  has  caused  me  much 
satisfaction,  and  I feel  myself  high!}’  honored  by  the  compH- 
ment.  It  increases  my  desire  to  contribute  to  tlie  development 
of  the  resources  of  that  province  and  the  prosperity  of  its  in- 
habitants. I am  extremely  tiattered  at  \’our  proposition  to 
enter  into  correspondence  w'ith  me,  and  I Itope  that  it  will 
ahord  me  the  opportunity  to  be  agreeable  . to  you. 

These  letters,  messages  and  communications  between  Governor 
Miro  and  leading  citizens  of  3Uro  District  are  more  simple  and 
straightforward  than  diplomatic.  The  reader  of  this  part  of 
our  history.  hr»w’ever,  must  keep  in  mind  the  precarious  condition 
of  the  citizens  of  the  3firo  District  at  this  period;  a vast  wilder- 
ness of  more  than  two  hundred  am.l  ufty  miles  behind  tliern, 
savage  Indians  on  both  sides  and  the  r^pnaish  in  front  of 
them;  with  tlu'ir  state  sovernme  it  and  b’ong’'e-'S  l)(.>tli  so  weak 
that  neither  wa.s  ubh‘  to  extend  them  tiie  s>lightest  aid  or  pro- 
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tectioii — thus  situated,  they  Tory  naUiraily  turned  in  the  direc- 
tion that  not  only  had  the  potver  but  gave  the  promise  of  pro- 
tection iVuvi  assistance,  hliro.  in  ackiiowlcoging  the  compliineiit 
conveyed  by  bestoviiig  his  name  on  the  new  court  district, 
said:  ‘-It  increases  my  desire  to  contribute  to  the  development 
of  the  resonrces  of  that  province  and  the  - [.u’osperity  of  its  in- 
liabitants.”  In  the  year. 1700,  the  Spanisii  court,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  Governor  hliro.  made  a formal  order  levying  a 
tax  or  duty  of  tifreen  per  cent,  on  all  produce  or  freight 
carried  dowui  the  dlississippi  river.  This  order  so  indamed  the 
people  of  Ktmtucky  and  5Iiro  District  that  it  had  the  eh'ect 
feared  by  5iiro.  of  practically  breaking  otf  and  forever  ending 
further  negotiations  betwmen  him  andi  the  people  of  oliro  Dis- 
trict on  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  country  becoming  a 
Spanish  province. 

Judge  olartin,  in  his  history  of  Louisiana,  says  that,  at  about 
the  period  of  time  when  these  letters  were  passing,  there  were 
five  parties  in  the  western  country — one  in  favor  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a new  republic  unconnected  with  the  United  States,  and 
a close  alliance  with  Spain:  another  that  wished  the  western 
part  of  the  United  States  to  become  a portion  of  the  province 
of  Louisiana  and  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  Spain;  a third,  de- 
sirous of  war  with  Spain,  an  open  invasion  of  Louisiana  and 
the  seizure  of  the  5Lssissipt)i  and  New  Orleans;  a fourth,  pro- 
}»osing  by  a show'  <.>f  wav  to  prevail  on  Congress  to  ext«.)rt  from 
Spain  the  riu:ht  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi;  the 
fifth,  as  unnatural  as  the  second,  was  to  solicit  France  to  pro- 
cure a retrocession  of  Louisiana  and  to  extend  her  protection 
to  Kentucky  and  Cumberland. 

The  administration  of  Miro  in  Louisiana  terminated  with  the 
year  1791.  In  a letter  to  the  Si>a:ush  court.-  written  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  askiair  pennUsion  to  return  to  Spain,  he  c^ays;  I 
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have  now  bad  the  horioi’  of  serviiig  the  King,  alwciy.s  with  dis- 
tinguished zeal,  for  thirty  years  and  three  months,  of  which 
twenty-one  years  and  eight  months  in  America,  until  the  state 
of  m}'  health  requires  my  return  to  Europe.”  lie  returned  to 
Spain,  where  he  coniinued  his  military  Ciireer,  being  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  brigadier  to  that  of  lieutenaut-geueral.  He 
carried  with  him,  ” saars  Judge  klartin,  • Ahe  good  wishes  and 
regrets  of  the  colonies.” 

The  character  of  Miro  wms  that  of  a kind-hearted,  benevo- 
lent, upright  gentlemau.  Leprosy  prevailed  in  Louisiana,  and 
one  of  Miro's  first  acts,  on  being  appointed  Governor,  wars  to 
erect  a hospital  for  the  unfortunate  victims  of  that  disease,  on 
a ridge  King  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  Bayou  St.  John, 
which  was  called  •■Leper’s  Land.”  Instances  were  related  in 
which  Miro  would  intercede  with  a creditor  to  give  furiher  time 
to  an  unfortunate  debtor,  and  on  failing  to  obtain  such  indul- 
gence, he  would  satisfy  the  debt  out  of  bis  private  funds.  In 
April,  17S6,  the  king  of  Spain  issued  a royal  order,  approving 
the  course  and  conduct  of  .Miro,  who,  in  the  preceding  year, 
had  granted  the  former  British  subjects  in  Baton  Bouge  and 
Natchez,  which  had  been  conquered  by  the  Spanish,  ample  time 
to  sell  their  property,  collect  their  debts  and  remove  their  per- 
sons and  eti'ects. 

Don  Estevan  Miro  left  his  name  on  the  judicial  records  and 
reports  of  Tennessee,  where  it  remained  until  November  4,  1809, 
when,  by  act  of  the  general  assemidy,  the  state  was  divided 
into  five  jiidieiui  circuits,  to  which  the  act  atlixed  numbers  in- 
stead of  names.  Miro  District,  in  addition  to  Davidson,  Sum- 
ner and  Tennessee  counties,  included  ;i.t  one  time  the  counties 
of  Smith,  Wilson  and  Williamson.  When  “the  territory  of 
the  United  States  of  America  south  of  the  river  Ohio”  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  county  of 


MiRO,  ALIAS  ' ‘ JiERO.  ” 


9T 


Tennessee,  at  the  first  session  of  tlie  general  assembly,  by  an 
act  passed  April  9,  1706,  was  divided  into  jjontgomery  and 
E.obertson  counties.  Thus  the  ‘•District  of  Mero'’  and  “Ten- 
nessee county”  appeared  on  and  then  disappeared  from  the  face 
of  the  map  and  the  pufdic  records  of  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

The  “ Superior  Courts  of  Law- and  Equity”  for  the  Miro 
District  were  held  in  Xashville.  An  act  of  the  first  session  of 
the  first  general  assembly  of  Tennessee,  passed  Aprii  22,  1796, 
recites  that  the  court  house,  or  the  “office  of  the  clerk  and 
master  of  the  District  of  dlero  was  lately  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  books,  records  and  papers  thereof  lost,”  etc.,  and  then 
provides  for  setting  up  the  recoids. 

While  the  capital  and  the  state  treasury  were  located  at  Knox- 
ville, there  was  a branch  treasury  kept  in  the  hliro  District  at 
Nashville.  ■ ' 

The  present  chief  justice  of  the  E^nited  States,  Hon.  Melville 
W.  Fuller,  in  an  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of  a recent 
law  of  the  state  of  .Michigan,  providing  for  the  seiection  of 
presidential  electors  by  a vote  of  each  congressional  district 
separately  taken,  refers  to  an  aot  of  the  general  assembly  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee,  which  appointed  a committee  of  citizens 
in  the  District  of  ^Ii^o  and  empowered  it  to  elect  presidential 
electors— -the  chief  justice,  as  I uiidei. stand  him.  approving 
both  these  methods  as  a compliance  with  the  constitution.  The 
act  referred  to  is  worthy  of  accpiaintance,  and  I therefore  em- 
body the  substance  of  it  in  this  chapter,  as  I presume  that 
there  are  very  few  persons  familiar  with  its  provisions.  The 
act  was  passed  August  8,  1796,  and  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  .-^tate  of  Ten- 
nessee, that  three  electors  shall  be  elected',  one  in  the  district 
of  Washington,  one  in  the  di.strict  cf  Hamilton  and  one  in  tiie 
district  of  MeiT>,  as  directed  by  this  Act,  to  elect  a president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said 
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electors  may  be  elected  ^Tltli  as  little  trouble  as  possible  to  the 
citizens. 

See.  ’Jial.  Be  it  enacted  that  John  Carter,  John  Adams,  and 
John  hicCollester  of  the  County  of  hV^ishington;  John  Khea, 
Jrchu  Spurgeon  and  Koneit  Allison  of  Saliivan  County;  Daniel 
Kennedy,  Josepli  Hardin  and  James  Stinson  of  the  county  of 
Greene;  and  Ilicriard  hlitche'l,  John  Young  and  Bartlet  Tlar- 
siifill  of  the  county  of  Hawkins,  are  appointed  electors  to  elect 
an  oicctor  for  that  purpose  for  tiie  district  of  Washington; 
John  Adair.  Charles  rIcClung  and  Samuel  Flonnagan  of  the 
County  of  Knox:  Andrew  Henderson,  Josiah  Jackson  and 
Christopher  Hains  of  the  County  of  Jetferson;  Samuel  Mc- 
Gahey,  .losiali  Gist,  Alexander  hlontgomery  of  the  County  of 
Sevier;  and  Bobert  Bold,  Ahlliam  Lowry  and  David  Caldwell 
of  Wells  Stntion  of  tiie  County  of  Blount,  are  appointed  elect- 
ors to  elect  an  elector  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  for  the  district 
of  Kamilton;  Thomas  Molloy,  Yfilliam  Donelson  and  George 
Eidley  of  the  County  of  Davidson;  Kasper  hlansco.  Edward 
Douglass  and  John  Hogan  of  the  County  of  Sumner;  George 
Keviii  senior,  Ju.-'iah  rort  and  Tliomas  Johnson  of  the  late 
county  of  Tennessee,  are  appointed  electors  to  elect  an  elector 
in  the  District  of  Hero,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  The  electors  in  this  Act  before  named  shall  convene, 
tbo-e  fof  thf  District  of  fVasliington  at  Jonesborough,  those 
for  the  District  of  Hamilton  at  KnoxviJie,  and  those  for  the 
District  of  fJero  at  Nashville,  on  the  Second  Jlonday  of  No- 
vember in  the  year  179G,  and  being  so  convened,  they,  or  so 
many  of  the.m  as  shall  attend  on  said  day,  proceed  to  elect  by 
ballot  an  elector  qnalihed  as  by  this  Act  directed,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid. 

The  act  furtlier  provides  that,  ‘Mf  two  or  more  persons  shall 
have  the  same  number  of  votes,  it  shall  be  decided  in  the  same 
manner  as  Grand  Jurors  are  drawn  for,  in  the  Superior  Courts” 
— that  is,  the  names  of  such  persons  a.s  rec-eived  the  same  num- 
ber of  votes  were  to  be  written  on  slips  of  paper  and  put  into  a 
box  or  hat;  a boy  under  twelve  years  of  age  then  drew  out  one 
of  the  slips,  and  the  person  whose  name  appeared  thereon  re- 
ceived the  certillcate  of  election. 

The  electors  chosen  received  cerlificetes  of  election  siuneil  by 
tiie  comniittf'e.  and  the  three  electors  thus  chosen  were  directed 
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by  the  act  to  ‘ • convene  at  Kuoxviile  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
Pecember,  1796,  and  proceed  to  elect  a president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States.” 

This  act,  or  method  of  selecting  presidential  electors,  vras  re- 
enacted by  the  general  assembh'  of  Tennessee.  October  26' 
1799,  for  the  presidential  election  to  occur  in  1890.  I am  not 
aware  that  this  method  of  selecting  presidential  electors  was 
ever  adopted  by  any  other  state. 

This  seeming  digression  from  the  main  subject  will  be  par- 
doned, in  view  of  the  fact  that  Chief  Justice  Fuller,  as  I under- 
stand him,  refers  to  the  act  under  consideration  as  applicable 
only  to  the  3iiro  Pistrict. 

The  method  of  choosing  presidential  electors  prescribed  in 
this  act  shows  how  implicitly  the  people  at  that  time  trusted 
their  representatives,  and  also  the  confidence  the  representa- 
tives reposed  in  the  judgment  and  patriotism  of  the  citizen,  as 
well  as  the  confi'lence  which  the  people  then  had  in  the  honor 
and  pahnotism  of  each  other. 


CHAPTER  VU. 


ANDREW  JACKSON  AS  A ■' SPOET:' 

IN  many  respects  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  most  interesting^ 
picturesque  and  unique  character  America  has  produced. 
Scotch  and  Irish  blood  coniniiiigliug  in  his  veins,  there  was 
a perfect  blend  of  the  characteristics  of  both  races,  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto  he  had  some  traits  and  besetments  peculiarly  his 
own.  In  his  calm  and  restful  moods,  he  was  as  tender  and 
serene  as  a child,  and  easily  accessible  by  the  very  humblest; 
but  when  the  storm  of  passion  swept  over  his  soul,  he  wms  a 
flaming  furnace  of  fury,  almost  wholly  heedless  of  conse- 
quences. and  as  much  to  be  feared  and  avoided  as  an  enraged 
lion.  In  the  face  of  perils  he  had  the  dauntlessness  of  John 
Knox,  and  w'as  an  exact  counterpart  of  the  great  reformer  when 
he  threw  down  the  gage  of  battle  to  the  Roman  hierarchy.  A 
soldier  by  nature,  he  scofled  at  the  prescribed  rules  of  military 
movements,  and  made  his  own  tactics,  surpassing  even  the 
Corsican  prodigy  in  martial  genius  and  originality,  as  the 
trained  soldiers  of  Pakenham,  who  won  the  bloody  field  of 
Waterloo,  testifed  involuntarily  when  they  , lied  in  defeat  and 
dismay  before  his  undisciplined  militia  from  the  gates  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  highest  order  of  state.' mam-ship  wrought  in  him  its  per- 
fect work.  If  he  was  not  the  fuunder,  he  was  the  preserver,  of 
a great  party.  He  was  a sturtly  patriot.  Love  of  country  was 
the  cont’-oiling  emotion  of  bis  great  soul.  The  determination 
which  animated  him,  crystallized  in  his  stern  pronouncement, 
‘•The  fede»'ai  union:  it  mu.st  be  preserved!  ” crushe<i  an  incip- 
ient rebellion  as  a giant  would  crush  a shell  of  gla.ss. 
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His  judicial  adiDiiiistratioii  a, 'as  signalized  by  clear  discern- 
ment, keen  analysis,  deep  penetration,  ready  and  correct  de- 
cision, and  an  instinct  to  trail  the  sly  and  devious  cunning  of 
vrroug  and  guilt. 

Jackson  lacked  the  refinements  of  fashion  and  the  polished 
graces  of  the  courtier,  lint  his  quick  grasp  of  every  situation 
and  his  instinctive  sense  of  the  proprieties  bore  him  with  com- 
posure and  dignity  through  all  the  social  ordeals  through  which 
he  had  to  pass.  Still,  in  these  functions  he  had  a will  and  a 
way  of  his  own,  and  little  he  recked  whether  others  were  pleased 
or  atlronted. 

Jackson’s  figure,  like  the  shadow  of  the  Brocken,  grows  more 
colossal  as  we  recede  from  it. 

This  is  one  side  of  Jackson’s  life — the  sober,  serious  side — 
an  unblurred  career  of  honor,  usefulness  and  triumph,  for  whicn 
the  truth-loving  muse  of  history  never  tires  of  garlanding  his 
name  with  the  most  loving  eulogies.  As  is  usually  the  case 
with  mortals,  there  was  a reverse  side  of  Jackson’s  character. 
Here  we  find  a few  spots  on  the  otherwise  white  fiower  of  a 
blameless  life. 

In  the  years  before  honors  thrust  themselves  so  thick  and 
fast  upon  him,  he  was  'vvhat  would  now  be  called  a “sport.” 
The  semi-civilization  of  the  trnie,  his  rugged  environment,  the 
lack  of  training  consetruent  upon  the  loss  of  Ids  natural  guard- 
ians, his  absolute  dependence  upon  hirnself,  and  his  high-born 
spirit  that  could  brook  no  control,  combine  to  form  an  eloquent 
plea  in  evtenuation  of  the  few  “indiscretions”  that  were  min- 
gled with  .so  many  commendai)le  traits.  He  loved  the  excite- 
ment and  wild  abamh^ii  of  the  chase, ' and  the  d.eep-mouthed 
pack’s  “heavy  bay.  reso\inding  up  the  rocky  way’’  -md  mount- 
ain solitudes,  w;'s  sveeter  music  to  his  ei  rap'U'red  ear  tlniii  a 
thunderous  jumbh*  of  Hutch  diapa-o:m  to  a 'Va  rnerian  devotee. 
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Jackson  was  fond  of  adyenture  and  y;ame3  requiring  daring, 
alertness,  skiii  and  strengtli,  and  engaged  with  the  heartiest 
zeal  in  all  the  rude  hilarities  of  pioneer  life;  but  horse-racing 
was  his  special  weakness.  At  the  time  spoken  of,  he  knew  a 
great  deal  more  about  the  ‘‘points”  of  a Syer  than  he  did  about 
Elackstone.  the  science  of  goyernmeat  or  the  ten  command- 
ments. A heet-footed  horse  wnis  his  idol,  and  when  he  saw 
one  equal  or  break  the  record  made  by  Maggie  on  the  night 
when  slie  outstripped  the  witches  of  Kirk  Alloway  Tvith  fright- 
ened Tam  O'Shanter  clinging  to  her  mane,  his  was  the  ecstacy 
of  the  swain  in  his  earliest  love.  On  this  “weak  point” 
hangs  an  o'er-tnie  tale,  auvl  the  eyent  giyes  a true  insight  into 
Jackson’s  character  when  he  was  at  his  worst. 

It  happened  along  in  the  eighties  of  the  last  century,  when 
Jackson  was  a resident  of  dVa.'.hington  county  and  lioarded 
with  Christopher  Taylor  (familiarly  known  as  “Kit  Taylor,” 
and  grandfather  of  Skel  ton  Taylor  of  Chatlanoona;,  who  iiyed, 
as  stated  in  an  earlier  chapter,  about  one  mile  below  Jones- 
boro, on  the  road  to  the  Brown  settlement.  At  this  time, 
Jackson's  “weakness  was  at  its  weakest,  and  horse-racing 
was  his  most  delightful  occupation.  He  had  a racer  upon 
which  he  layislied  his  time  and  his  aifeotions,  and  which  he 
imagined  was  the  fastest  in  all  the  couniry  ; and  he  was  eager 
to  “back  his  judgment"  with  all  the  means  at  his  command. 
Col.  Loye,  who  liyed  in  Hreasy  Cove,  then  a part  of  Wash- 
ington C(.>iinty  and  now  of  Lnicei,  owned  the  champion  Jyer 
of  the  new  couniry.  haying  even  defeated  the  fastest  h<.»rses 
over  in  Virginia,  about  Wolf  Hills,  where  Abingdon  now 
stamls.  Jackson  envied  ]^e>ve.  and  wci»  iletermined  to  rob  him 
of  his  laurels  and  l.iec}')u<l  the  reputation  of  his  horse.  He 
sent  a challenge,  v/hieii  wa.>  prouiptlj  aeceptcMl. 

The  race  was  wldv'ly  aiivl  grapliicaliy  advertised.  In  ail  the 
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contests  of  equine  speed,  it  would  iiave  no  prototype  in  the 
past  and  no  rival  in  the  future.  All  upper  East  Tennessee 
was  stirred  into  a ferment  of  excitement,  wliicli  grew  more 
intense  every  day,  from  the  time  of  the  announcement  until 
the  event  took  place.  The  coming  horse-race  became  tire 
absorbing,  exclusive  topic  of  conversation  at  the  log-roiiings, 
house-raisings,  quiltings,  distilleries,  stores,  school-houses, 
firesides,  inns,-  and  before  and  after  ^‘meetin'.”  Children 
caught  the  infection  from  the  adults,  and  the  dogs,  if  they 
have  the  intelligeuce  with  which  they  are  credited,  doubtless 
cast  knowing  winks  at  each  other  when  their  respective  owners 
discussed  the  universal  theme  and  speculated  upon  the  outcome 
of  the  to-be-incomparable  event. 

The  place  selected  for  the  race  w'as  in  Greasy  Cove,  on  the 
fai'm  now  owned  by  the  Loves.  Tall  mountains  looked  down 
on  lower  heights,  and  these  in  turn  on  the  spot  to  be  mafle  his- 
toric—-a  poem  of  nature,  a dream  of  beauty  in  a setting  of 
scenic  grandeur,  embroidered  with  the  silver  fretwork  of  the 
Aolichucky's  restless  billows. 

The  track  was  a half-circle,  half  a mile  long. 

The  advertised  day,  in  tlie  summer  or  early  fall  of  1 78S, 
came  at  last,  and  with  it  the  popular  excitement  pitched  to  the 
highest  tension.  And  such  a heterogeneous  mass  as  swarmed 
into  that  sequestered  valle}' — the  old,  the  young,  farmers, 
workers  in  wood  and  iron,  lawyers,  doctors,  saints,  sinners, 
and  oven  preachers;  on  foot  and  ht)rseback,  singh',  in  groups 
and  in  vast  cavahaules,  from  Wasldngton,  Greene,  Hawkins, 
Sullivan,  and  from  the  Wolf  Hills  of  Virginia.  Civilization 
bad  not  yet  reache-.l  a sullicient  development  to  produce  a 
‘ ‘ moon.siiiiier, ’’  but  ‘‘the  rosy”  Oowed  as  copiously  as.  if  some 
magiciuii  iiad  changed  the  iieiuliboring  streamlets  into  the  ciys- 
tal  elixir,  and  r'le  nu.'ulier  of  fisticutfs  was  iu  pr'.*p‘n-ti'm  to  its 
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-jonsmiiptioii.  As  was  tlie  castoni  of  the  day.  the  fellows 

spilin’  for  a figlit”  stripped  to  the  waist  line  and  foiigbt  in  a 
ring,  and  when  one  cried,  ‘-Take  him  otf!”  the  mill  ended,  the 
bitten,  gouged  and  bleeding  combatants  ‘‘made  up,”  washed, 
dressed,  and  sealed  the  pact  of  peace  with  a drink  of  whiske}’^ 
from  the  same  gourd.  The  men  who  met  at  Sycamore  shoals, 
followed  -Ahe  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon”  across  the 
Allcghanies  under  Sevier  and  Shehoy,  drove  the  Hessian  hordes 
from  King’s  hloimtain  and  closed  the  final  chapter  of  the  Ilevo- 
lution  with  one  of  its  grandest  triumphs,  vvere  there.  The 
pioneer  who  Ivailt  his  fort-cabin  in  the  wilderness  and  shot  the 
T)rowling  savage  through  a cliiiik  in  the  wall,  was  there,  with 
his  faithful  spouse  and  the  rest  of  the  family.  The  lovesick 
swain  iu  ids  flax  linen,  with  his  bonnie  lass  in  a gown  of  snowy 
cotton,  wiio  caused  the  nionnttdn  roses  to  pale  with  envy  as 
slie  glided  like  a sylph  among  them,  was  there  also.  But  the 
horse-race  overshadowed  everything  else  in  interest  and  im- 
p or  la  rice. 

Jackson  had  been  training  his  horse  for  months’ in  advance 
in  ‘vKit”  Taylor's  neighborhood,  and  the  racer  knew  his  mas- 
ter’s imperious  will  perfectly.  He  ••smelt  the  battle  afar  oti', ” 
and  perhaps  at  the  same  time  ‘-danger  in  the  tainted  air”;  but 
when  the  test  came,  the  determination  to  be  first  under  the 
string  thrilled  every  fiber  and  sinew  in  his  lithe  and  wiry  body. 

Tile  ’oetting  was  fast  and  furiou.s,  and  the  reckless  readiness 
of  the  gamlders.  following  the  example  of  the  contestants,  to 
risk  all  on  their  favorite  steed,  would  hawc  taken  a wav  the 
Itreath  of  even  tlie  ‘-plunger”  of  today.  Guns,  furs,  iron, 
clvithlug,  cattle,  iionses.  negroes,  crop.^.  her. Is  and  all  the  monev 
procurable  were  staked  on  the  result.  Xo  •■bfium”  perio<i  in 
that  section  saw  -o  mue’n  prop.u  ty  change  hands  in  so  short  a 
time. 
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A week  or  ten  days  before  the  race.  Jackson  was  overtaken 
by  a serious  disappointment.  His  jockey,  a negro  boy  belong- 
ing to  Taylor,  was  taken  down  with  a violent  fever.  Jackson 
announced  his  determination  to  ride  the  race  himself,  and  Love 
readily  agreed  to  the  proposition.  When  this  arrangement  be- 
came known,  tlie  throng  became  delirious  with  eiithnsiasm  and 
delight.  The  judges,  who  liad  been  selected  after  a good  deal 
of  linesse  and  some  wrangling,,  were  stationed  half  and  half  at 
each  end  of  the  seinicircnlar  track.  Jackson  appeared  on  his 
restless  and  impatient  tlyer.  with  a haughty  air  of  confidence 
and  self-possession,  the  rival  steed  prancing  at  his  side,  under 
the  control  of  a born  jockey,  who  well  knew  the  responsibility 
resting  upon  him  and  how*  to  act  his  part  on  the  momentous 
occasion.  They  were  started  with  a shout  that  shook  the  azure 
vault  above  and  reverberated  in  answering  echoes  from  the  sur- 
rounding: mountains.  The  horses  w'ere  marvels  of  stnnmetry 
and  beauty,  and  in  Trie  condition  for  ^peed  and  endurance.  At 
the  word  ••Lol  they  shot  out  on  the  smooth  track  as  if  they 
had  been  hurled  from  tw*o  monster  mortars.  On  they  sped, 
neck  and  neck.  Tlie  jockey  w-.,s  t!ie  hazy  outline  of  a boy 
printed  on  tlie  air:  Jackson  rode  as  if  he  were  part  of  his  spec- 
tral horse.  The  yells  of  the  onlookers  packed  around  the  cres- 
cent course  would  h.ave  drow'iied  rhe  blending  screams  of  a hun- 
dred steam-whistles.  Ail  at  once,  the  Love  liorse  spurted  ahead. 
The  partisans  of  Jackson  gf>t  their  breath  in  gasps.  The  victor 
whizzed  under  the  string  like  an  arrow*,  leaving  Old  Tlickory  to 
make  the  go-il  at.  his  leisure.  If  Jackson’s  lior.-e  was  a wlnd- 
splitter  that  left  a tdiie  linebehimi  him.  bove’-^  was  the  .same  as  a 
belatc'i  streak  cd'  lightning  chasing  a hurricane  tliat  had  rutnin 
it.  Just  fi/r  a moment  there  was  the  deep,  ominous  hu.-da  that 
prrce<L;S,  the  cra-h.  of  the  lemo^*-  t:  then  a })andernoiuuin  of 
noise  and  tumult  that  minht  Inve  been  lie.trd  in  the  two  neinii- 
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boriug  states  broke  loose.  It  awoke  the  lilack  bear  from  ]jis 
siesta,  and  the  frightened  red  deer  ■ ‘ sprang  from  his  heathery 
conch  in  haste  ’’  ainl  sought  the  distant  heights.  The  loud, 
long  and  deep  profanity  would  have  discounted  the  ‘drrmy  in 
Flanders.’’  Jackson  was  the  star  actor  in  tins  riot  of  passion 
and  frenzy.  His  brow’  was  corrugated  with  wrath.  His  tall, 
sinew}'  forni  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf.  His  face  was  the  livid 
color  of  the  storm-cloud  when  it  is  hurling  its  bolts  of  thunder. 
His  Irish  blood  was  up  to  the  boiling-point,  and  his  eyes 
hashed  with  the  fire  of  war.  He  vvas  an  uverfiowing  Vesuvius 
of  rage,  pouring  the  hot  lava  of  demineiation  on  the  Love 
family  in  general  and  his  victorious  rival  in  particular.  Coh 
Love  stood  before  this  storm  unblanched  and  unappalled — for 
he  too  had  plenty  of  ‘‘sand,”  and  as  liglitl}*  esteemed  the  value 
of  life — and  answered  burning  invective  with  Invective  hissing 
with  the  same  degree  of  heat  and  exasperation.  Jackson  de- 
nounced the  Loves  as  a -‘band  of  land  p)irates,”  because  they 
held  the  ownership  of  nearly  all  the  choice  lands  in  that  section. 
Love  retorted  by  calling  Jackson  “a  damned  long,  gangling, 
sorrel-topped  soap-stick.”  The  exasperating  otfensiveness  of 
this  retort  may  be  better  un<,iei."tood  when  it  is  explained  tliat  in 
those  days  women  •‘conjured”  their  soap  by  stirring  it  with  a 
long  sassafra:^  stick. 

The  dangerous  character  of  both  men  was  well  known,  and 
it  was  ended  by  the  interference  of  mutual  friends,  who  led  the 
enraged  rivals  from  the  grounds  in  difi'erent  liirections. 

It  is  probable  that  this  crushing  dicfeat.  with  irs  intense 
inortificatioa  and  odious  memories,  gnve  Jackj>on  a profound 
distaste  for  the  turf  and  other  time-wiu,ting  sports  of  pioneer 
life.  At  all  events,  lie  turned  his  cdteiition  to  the  >ober  and 
“weiglitier  matt'-rs’of  life,  and  taigerly  em’ora'.  ed  the  --tide 
in  the  afi'aii'S  of  an.m  which  led  to  fame  and  fortune,  and  eii- 
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abled  him,  on  the  tleiJ  of  buttle,  in  the  forum  ol  law.  in  the 
coimeil  hail  and  at  the  head  of  a great  nation,  to  make  for 
himself 

"One  of  the  few,  the  inireorial  r.\iues 
That  were  not  born  to  die.” 

The  incidents . and  results  of  this  celebrated  horse-race  did 
not  in  the  least  discredit  Jackson  in  the  estimation  of  the  pebple 
where  it  occurred,  as  was  shown  long  afterward,  'While  it  was 
difrlciilt  to  exaggerate  the  great  victory  gained  over  the  British 
at  New  Orleans  by  Gen.  Jackson,  still  it  was  somewhat  ex- 
aggerated  by  the  time  the  news  of  it  reached  Jonesboro. 
Some  few  days  after  the  first  account  of  the  battle  had  reached 
the  town — in  a letter  from  a Knoxville  gentleman  to  a friend 
in  Jonesboro — some  court  day  or  other  public  occasion  had 
caused  quite  a crowd  to  collect  in  town,  and  the  gentleman 
who  had  received  the  letter  was  requested  to  make  a public 
anuoiincement  of  its  contents  to  the  anxious  and  excited  pop- 
ulace. This  he  did  in  front  of  the  court-house.  The  excite- 
ment was  at  blood  heat,  but  perfect  silence  and  order  prevailed 
W'hile  the  gentleman  was  making  his . speech— for  such  it  wuis, 
as  he  did  not  actualiy  read  the  letter.  The  substance  of  the 
speech  was  that  Gen.  Jackson  had  killed  the  wdiole  of  the 
British  army  on  the  battle-held,  except  a few'  who  were  driven 
into  the  ^Mississippi  river  aud  drowned  ; that  he  had  captured 
all  of  their  arms  and  ships,  and  had  taken  his  own  army  on 
board  the  vessels,  and  was  then  on  the  high  seas  on  his  w'ay  to 
take  possession  of  England.  At  this  point,  which  was  the 
conclusion  of  the  speech,  and  old  man  of  sixty,  standing  near 
the  Speaker,  thivw  his  hat  into  the  air.  and  jumping  excitedly 
up  and  duwn,  slujuted  : ‘ ‘ Wliuop-pee  ! hurrah  for  Andy  Jack- 
son,  hell  and  thunder  ! I knowial,  the  dav  1.  seed  him  riile 
that  hoss-race  in  Greasy  (love,  that  lie  could  whiip  unybudv  !'’ 
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The  scene  tlnit  followed  \yas  without  a precedent  in  the  history 
of  the  tovv’ii,  not  even  the  return  of  Seiner  with  his  conquering 
heroes  from  King’s  Mountain  having  caused  more  rejoicing 
and  celebrating.  From  and  after  that  time,  the  exclamation 
of  Gen.  Jackson’s  enthusiastic  admirer  became  a saying  in  the 
coiintr}'  round  about ; and  when  news  of  an  earthquake,  the 
burning  of  a town  or  city,  the  sinking  of  a ship  at  sea  with  all 
on  board,  v;ould  be  told  to  some  not  over -reverent  citizen,  he 
wouM  exclaim,  •FVndy  Jackson,  hell  and  thunder  !'’  as  the  only 
words  adquate  to  express  his  feelings  on  the  reception  of  news 
of  such  a catastrophe. 

The  deep-rooted,  heartfelt,  undying  hatred  of  the  British 
which  these  people  nursed,  kept  alive  and  handed  down,  may 
be  illustrated  by  the  recital  of  a few  facts  which  came  vritliin 
my  own  knowledge  and  observation.  Buring  the  recent  war 
between  the  states,  there  was  much  sahl  and  written,  at  one 
period,  cdiout  England  recognizing  the  independence  of  the 
Sonthcrn  Confederacy,  and  entering  inco  diplomatic  or  friendly 
relations  with  the  Confederate  government.  While  this  subject 
was  under  discu.^sion.  I heard  old  men,  who  were  intense  in 
their  loyaity  to  the  Southern  cause,  and  who  liad  sent  their  sons 
all  into  the  Confederate  array,  declare  openly  and  vehemently 
that,  if  the  Southern  Confederacy  ‘-made  friends  with  tiie 
British,”  they  would  rt-iiounce  their  allegiance  to  it  and  bring 
their  boys  home;  tlnu;  they  had  rather  be  subjugated  by  the 
Yankees  than  to  con-|uer  with  the  aid  of  '-the  British”! 

So  late  as  lSS2-d,  Sir  Tiiomas  Watson,  an  E:igli:->hman.  soeiit 
several  month-  in  Joneslioro.  examining  and  negotiating  for  a 
valu.able  piece  of  iron  iprooerty  iu  Washington  county.  He 
would  come  to  my  nltice  occasionedly.  and  would  sit  and  talk 
with  me.  On  one  of  these  occasions,  -an  old  friend  of  ■mine, 
some  seventy  years  of  age.  came  in.  ami  T introduced  liim  to 
Sir  Thomas,  telling  him  that  the  latter  was  from  Jhigland.  My 
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old  friend  sat  down,  but  did  not  address  a word  to  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  I had  introduced  him  during  the  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  which  ensued;  but  I noticed  hijn  more  than 
once  looking  at  tlie  Englishman  very  much,  as  if  he  was  “clnw- 
ing  a bead"  on  him  along  the  barrel  of  a rille  When  "Watson 
left  the  otllce.  the  old  gentleman’s  eyes  followed  him.  As  the 
door  closed  after  him,  my  old  friend  drovv  a breath  of  relief, 
and  asked,  -‘IVhat's  ha  doing  here?”  When  1 told  him,  he 
appeared  incredulous.  “ 1 don’t  believe  he’s  after  any  good,” 
he  said;  '•  better  have  nothing  to  do  with  a Britis’ner.  This- 
one  may  be  a spy.  If  Andy  Jackson  was  alive,  and  was  to 
bear  of  that  man  being  here,  I’ll  bet  he  wmajj  drive  him  out  of 
this  country!  ” 

The  race-horse  in  Greasy  Cove,  in  the  shadow  of  the  mount- 
ain over  which  Jackson  had  crossed  a few  months  before,  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  early  settlements  of  Tennessee,  was  not  the 
last  time  he  appeared  on  horseback  in  the  presence  of  his  ad- 
miring and  applauding  countrvmeii.  .IihlSdo  President  Andrew 
Jackson  rode  on  horseback  along  Broadwa}"  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York,  in  a ••  roaring  wave”  of  shouts  that  came  from  a sea 
of  upturned  faces  ” which  lined  the  whole  way  of  his  triumphal 
ride  through  the  great  thoroughfare  of  the  great  city,  where 
men,  women  and  children  hadi  gathered  to . get  even  a passing 
glimpse  of  the  hero  of  the  hour.  He  was  tlien  sixty-six  \'ears 
old,  but  his  horsemiinship,  acquired  in  part  at  the  celebrated 
race  in  Greasy  Cove,  prevented  on  this  oecasioii  a serious  acci- 
dent to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  said  by  those 
who  witnessed  the  manner  in  which  he  sat  upon  and  controlled 
the  spirited  and  frightened  charger  Avhlcli  he  rode,  that  the 
horse  would  have  dashed  any  other  man  headlong  from  the 
saddle;  biu  Jackson  was  as  cool  and  calm  as  he  was  skillfiiL 
and  soon  brought  the  animal  under  perfect  control — as  he  soon 
afterwmrds  did  Nicholas  Biddle  and  the  United  States  Bank. 
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CHAPTER  Vlii. 


JACKS  OS'S  I)  UEL  . WITH  A YER  T. 


i^IG-HTvSTILL  ATERr  was  the  most  proinhient  man  and 
the  leading  lawyer  in  Vdestern  Nerth  Carolina  when  An- 
drew Jackson  came  to  the  bar.  At  that  time,  and  indeed 


from  the  time  of  the  orsanization  of  the  first  court  west  of  the 


Blue  Ridge.  Avery  had  the  most  extensive  practice  of  any  law- 
yer attendino;  the  courts  east  or  west  of  the  mountains.  He 


began  his  professional  life  west  of  the  Alleghanies  with  the  or- 


ganization of  the  first  court  in  Washington  county,  and  was 
therefore  a well-known,  as  he  was  a reputable  and  highly  re- 
spected, lawyer  before  Jackson’s  appearance  there.  ‘-He  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  was  educated  at  Princeton, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1766.  He  was  a tutor  in  that 
college  for  a year,  when  he  remored  to  JIaryland,  and  studied 
law  under  Littleton  Dennis.  He  emigrated  to  North  Carolina, 
and  was  licensed  to  practise  law  in  1769.  He  encouraged  edu- 
cation and  literature,  and  was  a most  devoted  friend  of  liberty. 
He  led  the  bold  spirits  of  his  day  in  his  patriotic  county,  and 
was  a member  of  the  convention  in  1775,  at  Mecklenburg,  that 
declared  for  independence.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
show  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  the  confidence  of  his 
countrymen  in  his  talents  and  integrity  is  proved  by  the  im- 
portant duties  he  was  engaged  to  perform.  This  called  down 
upon  him  the  vengeance  of  the  eiiemy:  for,  wdien  Lord  Corn- 
wallis occupied  Cimrlotte,  tfie  law  otticc  of  Col.  Avery,  with  all 
his  books  and  papers,  was  burnt.  In  1775,  he  was  a delegate 
from  Meclder'ourg  in  the  state  Congr-ss  at  Hillsboro  which 


placed  the  .state  in  military  organization.  In  1776,  he  was  a 
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delegate  of  the  same  to  the  same,  whidi  met  at  Tlalifav  aad 
formed  tiie  state  coastituti.on.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
signers  to  the  proclamation  bills.  In  1777,  he  was  sent  by  the 
council  (of  state)  %vitli  orders  to  Gen.  7Villiamson,  at  Keowee, 
South  Carolina.  He  wms  appointed  by  (xovernor  Alex.  Martin 
(1777).  with  Brig. -Gen.  John  JlcPoweil  and  Col.  John  Sevier, 
to  treat  with  the  Cherokee  Indians.  He  was  elected  the  tlnst 
attorney  general  of  North -Carolina,  in  1777,  which  he  resigned 
on  account  of  his  health,  and  removed  to  Burke  county  in 
1781,  w'hich  he  repre.sented  for  many  years,  and  where  he.  en- 
joying peace  and  plenty  and  the  love  and  regard  of  his  neigh- 
bors, died  in  1821.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
* p*‘i-triarch  of  the  North  Carolina  bar.’  an.d  an  exemplary 
Christian,  a pure  patriot  and  an  honest  man.’’  Such  is  the 
brief  account  given  by  the  North  Carolina  historian,  Wheeler,* 
of  the  man  with  wliom  Jackson  fought  the  duel  at  Jonesboro, 
which  shows  that  Avery  was  no  ordinary  man. 

Avery  graduated  from  Princeton  in  1766;  Jackson  was  born 
March  15,  1767.  Hence,  Avery  must  have  been  at  least  twenty 
years  older  than  Jackson.  The  records  at  Jonesboro  show*  that 
Avery  attended  the  various  courts  up  to  about  the  time  Ten- 
nessee was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  that  he  was  on  one  or 
the  other  side  of  nearh’  all  the  cases  in  the  courts  held  there. 

More  than  one  version  of  the  duel,  and  the  cause  of  it.  have 
been  given.  I have  read  and  iieard  tw*o  of  these. 

Parton.  in  his  life  of  Jackson,  t gives  an  account  of  this 
duel,  as  detailed  by  Col.  Isaac  T.  Avery,  son  of  Col.  Waight- 
still  Avery,  and  it  w*ould  seem  that  this  version  of  the  atfair 
ought  to  be  accepted.  It  will  be  noticed,  however,  that  Par- 
ton’s  account  omits  to  state  any  fact  or  facts  that  caused  or  led 
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up  to  the  cliallenge — he  merely  states  that  the  two  attorneys- 
were  on  opposing  sides  in  a case  at  Jonesboro;  that  the  cause 
was  going  rather  against  Jackson,  that  he  became  irritated,  and 
that  Avery  rather  exuitingly  ridiculed  some  legal  position  taken 
by  Jackson,  using  language  that  was  more  sarcastic  than  was 
called  for  (as  he  aftervmrds  admitted),  which  stung  Jackson, 
who  snatched  up  a pen,  wrote  a peremptory  ciiallenge  on  the 
blank  leaf  of  a law  book  and  delivered  it  then  and  there  to 
Avery,  by  whom  it  was  promptly  accepted. 

In  my  search  after  the  facts,  made  years  ago,  among  tlie  old 
men  of  Washington  and  t:iaiiivan  counties,  I ascertained  that 
Jackson  fought  two  duels  at  Jonesboro.  When  I began  my 
investigation.  I had  never  heard  of  any  except  that  with  Col. 
Avery,  and  therefore,  when  a.sking  some  one  about  the  matter, 
I wouh’  say  sonicthing  to  this  ekect:  ‘'What  do  you  remember, 
or  what  have  you  heard,  about  Jackson’s  duel  fought  at  Jones- 
boro?” The  answer,  four  times  out  of  hve,  w'ould  be:  “Which 
one  do  you  mean — the  one  with  Avery,  or  the  one  fought  in 
the  hollow?  ’■  They  nearly  all  remembered  the  fact  that  there 
were  two  duels,  or  said  that  they  did;  they  recollected  ail  about 
the  duel  with  xkvery,  and  that  it  was  fought  on  the  Iddi  on  the 
south  side  oc  the  town  (not  on  the  north  side),  and  that  the 
other  one  was  fought  in  “the  hollow”  (as  it  was  then  called) 
north  of  the  town;  but  they  could  not  recall  the  name  of  the 
man  with  whom  the  latter  duel  was  fought,  nor  the  cause  of  it. 
I suggested  to  some  of  them  that  pro!)ably  there  was  no  duel 
fouglit  with  pistols  in  the  meadow'  or  hollow,  but  that  it  must 
have  b^'Cn  a plain,  old-fashioned  fight  with  fists,  as  I had  heard 
that  the  hollow  in  ([iiestion  was  a favorite  place  for  the  fisticntl' 
champions  of  the  time  to  retire  to  and  • ‘ fight  it  out  fair.  ” This 
suggestion  was  invariably  met  with  ridicule  at  the  mere  idea  of 
Andrew  Jackson  lighting  with  anything  else  than  a pistol,  a 
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dirk  . or  a sword;  and  I gave  up  the  duel  in  the  liollovr  with 
much  regret  at  not  being  able  to  icarn.  anything  at  all  about  it, 
beyond  the  fact  that  Jackson  did  fight  one  there,  with  some  one 
whose  name  they  could  not  remember,  and  the  cause  of  which 
they  had  heard  but  could  not  recall. 

The  account  of  the  duel  between  Jackson  and  Avery,  as  given 
me  and  as  I heard  it  given  to  others,  t-rventy,  twenty-five  and  as 
far  back  as  thirty  years  ago,  by  very  old  native-born  citizens, 
agrees  in  the  folic  wing  particulars  with  that  given  by  others : Jack- 
son  and  Avery  were  opposing  counsel  in  a suit  being  tried  in  the 
afternoon;  th.e  case  was  going  apparent!}" against  Jackson’s  view 
and  client;  Jackson  was  exerting  himself  in  an  effort  to  escape 
from  authorities  relied  on  by  Avery;  and  the  latter  did  ridicule 
severely  some  legal  posiiion  taken  by  his  opponent.  It.  how- 
ever, the  account  gi\  en  me  be  a true  one,  as  I have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is,  there  is  much  that  must  be  interlined 
in  or  added  to  the  foregoing,  although  it  can  be  done  briedy. 

Avery’s  favorite  authority  was  Bacon’s  Abridgment.”  This 
he  carried  with  him  from  court  to  court,  and  from  the  tavern 
to  the  court  house  and  back.  It  wuis  always  in  his  ‘-green 
bag, ’’ and  the  latter,  when  iiol:  in  his  saddle-bags,  was  in  his 
hand  or  swinging  from  his  arm.  The  book  was  carefully 
wrapped  up  in  a piece  of  buckskin,  to  preserve  it  from  wear. 
Avery  quoted  from  and  referred  to  ••  Bacon’s  Abridgment”  in 
every  case  and  on  all  occasions,  and  of  course  hud  done  so  on 
the  trial  of  the  case  out  of  which  grew  the  duel;  mid  Jackson 
had  ridiculed  Avery's  pet  authority,  but  had  not  said  anything 
derogatory  to  his  opponent  as  a lawyer  or  a gentleman.  Avery, 
in  his  retort,  grew  sarcastic;  he  not  only  criticised  legal  posi- 
tions taken  by  Jackson,  but  intimated  pretty  strongly  that  he 
did  not  know  anything  aixmt  the  hi\y  of  that  case  or  of  any 

other,  aii'.l  that  he  had  much  to  iearn  before  he  would  he  justi- 
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fled  ill  criticising  n law  booD  written  hy  anyone.  This  was 
enough  to  infiame  Jackson,  and  it  did.  Jumping  to  his  feet, 
he  exclaimed;  ‘‘I  may  not  know  as  rniicb  law  as  there  is  in 
Bacon’s  Abridgment,  but  I know  enough  not  to  take  illegal 
fees! Avery  at  once  turned  on  Jackson,  and  demanded  fiercely 
to  kiiov/  whether  he  meant  to  charge  him  with  taking  illegal 
fees.  Jackson  answered,  “ I do,  sir,”  and  started  to  say  more; 
but  Avery,  pointing  and  shaking  his  finger  at  his  adversary, 
hissed  through  his  teeth,  ‘-It’s  as  false  as  hell!”  whereupon 
Jackson  immediately  sat  down,  picked  up  a law  book,  tore  a 
blank  leaf  from  it,  wrote  a challenge,  delivered  it  to  Avery, 
bowed  to  him  ceremoniously,  and^’walked  out  of  the  court  house. 
Avery  seated  himself,  wTote  an  acceptance  of  the  challenge, 
walked  out  of  the  court  house  and,  meeting  John  Adair,  re- 
quested him  to  act  as  his  second,  and  to  deliver  his  note  to 
Jackson,  The  latter,  in  the  mean  time,  had  met  a friend, 
whom  he  asked  to  act  as  his  second,  and  to  whom  he  said  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  kill  Avery;  that  Avery  had  interrupted  him 
without  hearing  all  that  he  had  intended  to  say,  which  was  that 
he  (Avery)  had  taken  illegal  fees  because  of  his  ignorance  of 
the  latest  lav7  fixing  a schedule  of  fees,*  and  not  that  he  had 
done  so  corruptly;  but  that  Avery’s  manner  and  language  were 
sucii  as  to  prevent  this  intended  explanation,  which  he  could 
not  atford  to  make  afterward  without  the  probability'  of  lieing 
suspected  of  fearing  Avery,  and  that  he  would  rather  be  killed 
by  ids  antagonist  tlian  suspected  of  cowardice.  Jackson’s  sec- 
ond (whose  name  I was  never  able  to  ascertain)  unquestionably 
communicated  to  Adair,  during  the  sul>sequent  negotiations 
betwt,'On  them  as  to  weapon'?,  etc.,  the  substance  of  what  Jack- 
son  had  said;  and  the  two  seconds  determined  that  there  should 
be  i.o  died  in  earnest,  «>r  ‘‘shooting  to  kill,”  as  one  of  my  iii- 

\vpr»?  tlien  H.vt*;!  by  biatute.  in  bocli  civil  .luU  criminal  cas'cs. 
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formants  expressed  it.  This  agreement  must  have  been  coin- 
inunicated  to  both  principals,  before  they  left  the  town  for  the 
“ field  of  honor,”  as  subsequent  events  clearly  indicate. 

Difficulties  that  led  to  a challenge  and  its  acceptance,  in  the 
olden  times,  were  rarely  ever  adjusted  before  the  condjatants 
arrived  on  the  field.  The  distinguished  duellists  followed  the 
custom  on  this  occasion  ; and,  with  their  seconds  and  others 
who  knew  of  the  afiair,  went  to  the  ground  selected — the  hill 
on  the  south  side  of  Jonesboro,  and  not  “the  hollow”  north  of 
town.  The  distance  was  measured  offi  the  principals  stationed 
and  the  rvord  given — and  Jackson  and  Avery  both  fired  in  the 
air,  to  th.e  great  gratification  of  their  friends. 

The  two  principals  approached  each  other  with  extended 
hands.  'While  holding  his  recent  antagonist  by  the  hand, 
Jackson  said  : “ Col.  Ave  ry,  I knew-  that,  if  I hit  you  and  did 
not  kill  you  immediately,  the  greatest  comfort  you  could  have 
in  your  last  moineuts  would  be  to  have  ‘Bacon's  Abridsrment' 
near  you;  and  so  I had  my  friend  bring  it  to  the  ground.” 
Thereupon,  Jackson’s  second  unrolled  the  package  in  his  hand, 
which  was  about  the  size  of  a law  book,  and  out  fell  a piece  of 
old,  we II- cured  bacon! 

Barton,  in  a note  appended  to  his  account  of  the  duel,  says 
that  there  was  a comic  incident  connected  with  it,  which  Jack- 
son  would  not  tell  and  Adair  did  not.  The  version  here  given 
was  told  me  by  three  different  old  men.  in  Washington  county, 
years  ago.  They  were  Abram  Gregg,  Micajah  (or  Michael) 
Hodges  and  John  Fullmer,  each  of  whom  had  been  a soldier 
in  the  ■war  of  IS  12.  (rregg  having  been,  I believe,  a captain. 
The  last  time  that  I talked  witli  Fullmer  and  Hodges  on  this 
subject  was  in  ] S79,  and  they  were  both  clear  in  their  recol- 
lectiviu,  v/itboiit  any  consuitatinn  vvith  each  other,  residiuiX  in 
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different  parts  of  the  coimty,  Fullmer  on  the  Watauga  river 
and  Hodges  on  the  Holston,  eight  miles  distant."*^ 

The  foregoing  version  of  this  duel  is  supported  b}'  the  old 
court  records  at  Jonesboro.  Years  ago  I read  and  copied 
therefrom  the  following  entry;  ‘ • Vfaightsell  Avery  having  for 
want  of  Acts  of  Assembly  Crept  into  an  Error  in  Taking  Two 
pounds  instead  of  One  pound  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  pence 
Was  by  the  Court  freely  Pardoned  at  his  Own  Request.’'  It 
is  also  borne  out  by  the  fact  that,  when  Jackson  was  President, 
this  duel  was  mentioned  to  him  by  Samuel  P.  Carron,  then  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  district  in  North  Carolina  in 
which  Col.  Avery  died,  whereupon  the  President,  accoriling  to 
PartoD,  asked  Carrou,  -‘Who  told  you  about  it?”  ‘Mjen. 
Adair,”  was  the  answer.  “Did  he  tell  you  what  happened  on 
the  ground  ?”  “No.”  “Well.  then.  I sha'n't,”  said  Jack- 

son,  laughing.  This  would  indicate  that  the  duel  had  had 
some  comic  ending,  and  not  a comical  beginning. 

The  other  version  of  the  duel,  which  I never  heard  m upper 
East  Tennessee,  agrees  with  the  one  before  given,  except  in  the 
following  particulars.  It  was  said  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
trial,  Jackson  was  rather  getting  the  best  of  Avery,  and  as  it 
was  near  adjourning  time,  and  Coi.  Avery,  strange  to  say.  bad 
forgotten  his  green  bag  with  “Bacon's  Abridgment”  in  it, 
when  returning  from  dinner,  he  said  to  the  court  that  he  would 
produce  next  morning  the  authority  in  support  of  his  position; 
that  Bacon’s  Abridgment  would  show-  how  little  the  opposing 
counsel  knew  about  tiie  law  in  the  case,  etc.  Next  morning, 
Jackson  went  into  Avery’s  room  during  the  latter's  absence, 

<iU-i{  ill  .Junf;,  at  the  eichty-six:.  FuUm.'r  <lie<I  in  Novf'tnhHr, 

ninety  years  old.  was  mu’di  older  rivin  either  Oi  the  ottie-'s,  ;uid  died 

early  in  the  seventies,  a very  oM  man.  Tle-rf  w,-rf;  Uvin:;  in  tlie  Uoon's  v-reek  eivii 
distfiot  of  Wajhiiiitou  •'.ounry,  the  v*lose  of  rhe  Lite  war,  a.s  many  as  seven  old 
g ntleineii  who  h id  t)t-en  Miers  Lii  the  vv.u'  of  besides  others  then  living  in 
dilfereut  parts  of  the  laniaty. 
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took  the  • ‘Abridginent"  out  of  the  green  bag,  and  subotiluted 
a piece  of  bacon  about  the  size  of  the  book,  wrapped  first  in 
paper  and  then  in  the  buckskin  which  Avery  used  as  a -wrapper 
for  his  precious  volume.  Vrhen  Avery  came  into  court  with 
his  green  bag,  and  proceeded  to  produce  his  authority,  out 
tumbled  the  piece  of  bacon,  in  the  presence  of  the  court  and 
the  lawyers,  as  well  as  the  spectators  who  had  been  invited  to 
witness  the  fun.  This  practical  joke  so  incensed  Avery  that 
he  challenged  Jackson  on  the  spot:  the  challenge  was  accepted, 
and  the  combatants  Immediately  proceeded  to  the  duelling 
ground,  fired  at  each  other,  both  missing,  whereupon  each  ex- 
pressed himseif  satisfied,  and  the  affair  ended.  This  latter 
version  does  not  accord  with  what  Jackson  said  to  Carron  about 
the  comic  incident,  when  he  asked  if  Adair  had  told  him  what 
happened  on  the  ground — not  at  the  court  house  or  before  the 
duel. 

I gathered  from  the  old  men  alluded  to  above  that  public 
sentiment,  as  they  understood,  was  rather  with  Avery  at  the 
time  of  the  duel,  as  the  people  had  more  confidence  in  his  law 
knowledge  than  that  of  ‘‘young  Jackson; but  they  all  be- 
lieved both  of  them  to  be  brave  and  honest,  although  Jackson 
was  “a  little  too  fractious.'’ 

Pid  Jackson  fight  another  duel  at  Jonesboro?  I do  not 
know;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  three  old  gentlemen  whom  I 
have  named,  as  well  as  others,  asserted  most  positively  that  he 
did.  When  asked  whom  the  duel  was  fought  with,  when  it  oc- 
curred, what  caused  it,  etc.,  they  could  not  remember;  but 
they  ail  agreed  tliat  the  affair  took  place  in  the  ‘‘  long  niead<)w,” 
as  it  was  then  called  (formerly  the  “hollow”),  on  the  north 
side  of  town,  and  tliey  al!  asserted  that  the  duel  with  Avery 
was  fought  (.'li  the  iiill  on  the  r-  nith  side.  Capt.  Ab:-am  Tiregg 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  duel  occurred  in  the  year  after 
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Jackson  came  to  Joneslx)ro,  which  would  fix  it  in  1739.  He 
said  that  Jackson  hit  his  man,  but  he  was  not  seriously  wounded, 
and  soon  recovered  and  left  the  community;  that  Jackson  was 
not  touched.  It  can  be  seen  from  this  statement  how  the  facts 
of  the  duel  might  have  been  forgotten,  if  it  took  place,  as  the 
other  party  to  it  left  the  country  soon  afterward,  v/hereas  Col. 
Avery  continued  to  attend  the  courts  of  the  count}^  for  years 
after  his  duel  with  Jackson.  This  would  naturally  keep  the 
matter  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  although  Jackson  left 
the  county  permanently  about  October  or  November,  1790. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


AXDREV/  JACKSOX.  DEPUTY  .SHERIFF  AXD  FlREJfAX. 

USSELL  BEAN  was  not  distinguislied  alone  because  he  was 


the  first  white  child  bom  within  the  limits  of  what  is  to- 


day the  state  of  Tennessee:  he  was  said  to  have  been  tin' 
most  perfect  specimen  of  manhood  in  the  whole  country,  with- 
out an  equal  for  strength,  activity  and  physical  endurance,  and 
absolutely  devoid  of  fear.  He  was  a genius,  also;  he  was  a 
gunsmith  by  trade,  and  it  was  said  that  he  could  make  more 
implements  of  war  and  other  things  of  utility,  with  fewer  tools, 
than  any  other  man  ever  known  in  that  day  and  countr}'.  He 
went  to  Connecticut,  soon  after  he  reached  manhood,  and 
brought  back  with  him  to  the  western  wmrld  a supply  of  what 
w’ere  then  modern  tools  and  supplies,  with  which  he  established 
a kind  of  manufactory  of  arms,  etc. 

Bean  had  a fiat-bottomed  boat  built  under  his  directions,  and 
with  a cargo  of  arms  of  his  manufacture,  consisting  of  rifies, 
pistols,  dirks,  etc.,  he  went  alone  down  the  N'dichucky  to  the 
Tennessee,  thence  to  the  Ohio,  and  dowm  the  Mississippi  to  N'ew 
Orleans,  wiiere  he  remained  for  about  two  years,  engaged  in  foot 
races,  horse  racing,  cock-fighting  and  other  sports  of  the  times 
in  that  then  great  city.  On  returning  to  Jonesboro,  he  found 
his  wife — who  was  a daughter  of  Cob  Charles  Roberson,  and 
had  borne  him  several  children — nursing  an  infant.  Her 
seducer,  it  was  said,  was  a merchaut  of  the  town  named  Allen. 
Bean  left  the  house  without  a word,  got  drunk,  came  back, 
took  the  baby  out  of  the  cradle,  and  deliberately  cut  oil'  both 
its  ear^  close  up  to  its  head,  saying  that  he  ‘-hav.1  marked  it 
so  that  it  would  not  get  mixed  up  with  his  children."  He  was 
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arrested  and,  court  being  in  session,  he  was  tried  and  convicted 
of  this  act  of  inhuman  cruelty,  and  sentenced,  in  addition  to 
other  punishment,  to  be  branded  in  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
This  was  done;  whereupon  he  immediately  bit  out  of  his  hand 
the  part  containing  the  brand,  and  spat  it  upon  the  ground. 
He  was  also  imprisoned,  but  soon  escaped  from  jail,  and  was 
allowed  to  remain  at  large,  for  the  reason  that  the  officers  were 
afraid  of  him.  His  wife  soon  got  a divorce  from  him;  but  be 
was  determined  to  kill  Allen,  and  it  was  known  that  on  several 
occasions  he  had  secretly  watched  for  him.  Failing  to  get  a 
chance  at  Allen,  who  was  really  in  hiding,  Bean  sought  a diffi- 
culty with  Allen's  brother,  whom  he  assaulted  and  beat  umner- 
cifiilly.  For  this  he  was  indicted;  but,  up  to  the  time  that 
court  met  with  Jackson  on  the  bench,  the  officers  had  not  been 
able  to  arrest  him,  or  at  ail  events  they  had  not  arrested  him. 
They  reported  to  Judge  Jackson  that  they  could  not  take  Bean; 
that  he  was  out  at  his  cabin,  on  the  south  side  of  the  town, 
armed,  sitting  constantly,  when  at  home,  in  the  door,  with  his 
rifle  by  his  side  and  his  pistols  in  his  lap,  defying  arrest  and 
threatening  to  kill  the  lirst  man  who  approached  his  house. 
Such  was  the  report  made  in  open  court  to  Judge  Jackson,  who 
immediately  ordered:  “Summon  every  man  in  the  court  house, 
and  bring  Bean  in  here  dead  or  alive."  Thereupon  the  sheriff, 
with  a grim  humor  which  does  him  infinite  credit,  responded, 
“Then  I summon  your  honor  first !"  Jackson  at  once  left  the 
bench,  exclaiming,  “By  the  Eternal,  I’ll  bring  liirn  !" — and  he 
did.  He  found  Bean  sitting  in  his  <loor,  as  described  by  the 
officers.  Jack.S'.)ri  approached,  pistol  in  hand,  folh)wed  by  the 
crowd  at  a respectful  distance.  Wlien  he  got  within  shooting 
distance.  Bean  arose,  called  out,  “Fll  suiTendcr  to  y<m,  Mr. 
Devil!"  and  laid  down  his  arms  Jack.son  took  liim  t(3  the 
court  room,  where  he  was  tried  and  fined  heavily. 
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This  is  the  story  of  the  Bean  inci'Ieiit,  as  alwiyrs  told  by  tiie 
old  people  in  Washington  county.  Russell  Bean  was  a man 
of  fine  appearance  and  engaging  maimers.  He  was  not  only  a 
genii'iS,  but  he  was  “well  read”  for  that  era.  and  had  flicked  up, 
on  his  trip  to  Connecticut  and  at  New  Orleans,  a great  deal  of 
information  with  reference  to  other  nations  and  their  affairs. 
He  could  have  been  a leader,  but  for  some  infirmities  and 
peculiarities. 

W hen  Barton  was  preparing  his  life  of  Jackson,  some  one 
gave  him  the  information  that  Col.  Cliarles  Roberson,  Bean’s 
father-in-law,  was  “an  illiterate  old  man,  who  had  fought 
under  Sevier  at  King’s  Mountain  and  made  campaigns  against 
the  Indians.”  This  statement,  unqualified,  does  Col.  Roberson 
injustice.  He  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  King's  Mountain,  and 
had  engaged  in  many  catripaigns  against  the  Indians.  He  >vas 
not  an  educated  man,  but  the  various  res|X>nsible  positions  to 
which  he  was  appointed,  including  that  of  chairman  of  the 
Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  according  to  early  records 
at  Jonesboro,  and  speaker  of  the  Senate  in  the  last  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Franklin,  17S7,  testify  to  his  intelli- 
gence, as  well  as  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  w'as 
held  by  his  countrymen. 

Bean's  divorced  wife  married  again,  and  moved  to  Knoxville, 
where  the  unfortunate  child  died,  as  did  also  her  second  hus- 
band. In  the  course  of  a few  years.  Bean  himself  drifted  to 
Knoxville,  where  Jackson  met  him  and,  it  is  said,  brought 
about  a reconciliation  between  him  and  his  former  wife.  They 
were  remarried,  and  lived  happily  until  tlie  death  of  Bean. 

Parton  fixes  the  date  of  the  fire  incitlent  at  Jonesboro  at  the 
time  of  the  Beau  incident — after  Jackson  had  been  appointed 
judge.  The  date  is  not  material,  but  Pa.rton's  information 
must  have  been  incorrect,  (;r  the  date  of  the  fire  incident,  as 
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recollected  and  gireu  by  aged  persons  who  remembered  it  and 
recounted  it  as  late  as  twenty  years  aso,  was  wrong.  Accord- 
ing to  these  old  citizens,  the  fire  in  which  Jackson  distinguished 
himself  was  in  1708.  while  he  was  stopping  in  Jonesboro 
on  his  way  to  Nashville  from  Philadelphia,  after  he  had  re- 
signed the  position  of  United  States  Senator,  Court  was  in 
session,  however,  when  the  fire  occurred,  as  stated  by  Partoii, 
and  Jackson  was  there  mingling  with  his  friends.  He  had 
been  there  for  a few  da}'s  previous  to  the  fire,  and  continued 
his  stay  in  town  for  a few  days  afterward.  He  was  not  stop- 
ping at  the  tavern,  but  was  the  guest  of  one  of  the  families. 

The  lire  originated,  near  midnight,  in  the  stable  that  be- 
longed to  and  wms  near  the  Ilawlings  tavern.  It  was  soon  in  a 
blaze  throughout,  and  there  was  no  thought  of  an  effort  to  save 
it.  as  it  was  filled  with  ha}',  oats,  fodder,  etc.  Attention  was 
turned  to  the  tavern,  which  stood  some  tw'o  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  from  a creek  w'hich  runs  through  the  center  of  the  town. 
The  alarm  of  fire  and  the  call  for  help  brought  out  the  entire 
population,  filling  the  few  streets  of  the  village  with  men, 
women  and  children.  When  Jackson  appeared  on  the  scene. 
Ben  Boyd,  an  Irish  coppersmith,  was  calling  loudh*  for  buckets 
and  yelling  to  the  crowd  to  form  a line  to  the  creek;  but  nobody 
was  pa\ing  any  attention  to  him.  Jackson,  as  was  his  custom, 
immediately  took  command,  and  began  ordering  everybody  to 
get  into  line,  actually  taking  hold  of  men  and  women  and  put- 
ting them  in  position,  calling  for  buckets,  and  directing  the 
keeper  of  the  tavern  to  get  all  of  the  blankets  in  the  house  and 
spread  them  all  over  the  roof.  In  a few  minutes  Jackson  had 
formed  two  lines  from  the  house  to  the  creek,  the  lines  facing 
each  other  and  six  or  eight  feet  apart;  along  one  line  empty 
backets  were  pas'^erl  to  the  (*ivek,  and  the  full  buckets  back  up 
the  other  line- to  the  tavern,  which  was  the  only  house  in  imme- 
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diate  danger.  Jackson  would  appear,  one  moment,  on  the 
roof,  calling  down  to  those  in  the  lines  to  stand  tlrm  and  hurry 
up  the  water,  and  the  tavern  and  town  would  be  saved ; the  next 
seen  of  him,  he  would  be  passing  up  and  down  the  lines,  urging 
order  and  discipline.  He  was  everywhere,  and  always  at  the 
place  w’here  his  presence  seemed  most  needed.  The  tavern  v/as 
saved,  and  nothing  burned  but  the  stable.  ‘oJackson  saved 
the  towm  writh  his  bucket  brigade.”  was  on  every  lip. 

PartoTi  brings  Beniamin  Boyd  to  the  attention  of  the  nation, 
in  connection  with  this  fire  incident,  by  saying  that,  “while 
Gen.  Jackson  was  strengthening  that  part  of  his  line  near  the 
creek,  a drunken  coppersmith  named  Boyd,  who  said  that  he 
had  seen  fires  at  Baltimore,  began  to  give  orders  and  annoy 
persons  m the  line.  Jackson  shouted  at  Boyd  to  fall  in  line, 
who  continued  jabbering.  Jackson  seized  a bucket  by  the 
handle,  knocked  him  down,  and  walked  along  the  line  giving 
orders  as  coolly  as  before.”  Ben  Boyd’s  part  in  and  connec- 
tion with  the  lire  incident,  as  detailed  to  me  “ often  and  again” 
by  persons  who  knew  all  the  facts,  does  not  agree  with  Barton’s 
ancoiint  in  some  particulars.  What  is  believed  to  be  the  true 
narrative  is  here  given. 

Benjamin  Boyd  was  an  Irishman,  as  was  Andrew  Jackson. 
He  was  a coppersmith  by  trade,  got  drunk  occasionally,  and 
was  drank  on  the  night  of  the  fire.  He  was  somewhat  cha- 
grined at  the  idea  of  Jackson  appropriating  his  suggestion  of 
a bucket-line  to  tlie  creek;  and  after  Jackson  had  succeeded 
in  doing  what  he  could  not  do,  and,  as  Boyd  said,  was  “strut- 
ting around  giving  orders,”  the  two  men  met  near  the  creek. 
Boyd  said  to  Jackson,  “I  have  seen  and  fought  fires  in  Phila- 
delphia before  you  were  born,”  and  continued  to  growl  at 
Jackson,  who  ordered  him  to  “get  in  line  or  get  <uit  of  the 
way.”  Boyd,  who  was  a fearless  man,  made  some  insolent 
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reply,  wlieii  Jackson,  seizing  a bucket  of  water,  threw  its  con- 
tents on  the  irate  Irishman,  ami  passed  along  the  line,  leaving 
Boyd  swearing,  “By  the  Holy  'Virgin,  Bll  whip  you  before 
you  leave  this  town!”  John  Chester,  with  whom  Boyd  lived 
and  died  at  Jonesboro,  made  him  go  to  his  little  house,  which 
stood  in  the  corner  of  Chester’s  yard;  and  this  ended  the 
matter.  * 

“Jackson’s  bucket  brigade ’’-has  often  sav^d  property  in  the 
ancient  town,  w~ithin  the  century,  now  almost  rounded  out, 
that  followed  its  organization  and  first  service. 

* My  greaturandfiiihe-r,  R >btrxt  .Toliaston  Ccest^r.  bi'ought  Benjamin  Boyd  from 
Liinerick,  Ireland,  co  Anu-nca.  I.fy  yrandfather.  John  Chester,  hrounht  him  from 
Carlisle,  Penusyivania,  to  Jonesboro,  in  December,  171H5.  Boyd  was  then  an  old 
man.  I am  the  possessor  of  one  of  Boyd's  books,  .an  *' Arithrnetick,"  “ pr>.ited  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  by  James  M.agee,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown.  Bridge  street.”  in  1775. 


CHAPTER  X. 


ANDREW  JACKSON,  THE  MAN. 


NDR'EW  JACKSON  was  a more  coiirageoas  man,  as  well 


as  a much  greater  man,  than  many  of  his  most  ardent 


admirers  knew  of.  At  the  time  of  Ms  duel  with  Averj*, 
if  the  version  which  I believe  to  be  true  is  correct,  he 
was  afraid  of  public  opinion — that  is,  he  believed  that,  if  he 
made  an  explanation,  somebody  might  think  that  he  feared 
Avery,  and  so,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  being  suspected  of 
cowardice,  he  was  willing  to  give  Avery  a chance  to  kill  Mm. 
But  later  in  life  he  had  outgrown  this,  and  had  no  master  ex- 
cept his  convictions  of  duty,  his  own  sense  of  right  and  wrong. 
He  did  not  care  what  anybody  might  believe  or  suspect  him  of, 
so  long  as  his  course  had  tlie  approval  of  his  judgment  and  his 
conscience. 

This  was  established  beyond  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  a few 
old  gentlemen  ^who  afterward  learned  the  actual  facts),  by  an 
incident  which  happened  in  1<S32 — probably  in  the  early  part 
of  October — at  the  public  house  or  tavern  kept  by  Capt.  Beil 
at  Bean’s  Station,  in  Orainger  count}’.  President  Jackson  had 
left  Wurshington,  in  the  early  part  of  August,  1832,  in  company 
with  Francis  P.  Blair  and  others,  to  visit  the  Hermitage;  and 
the  incident  about  to  be  related  occurred  on  the  return  trip  to 
'Washington.  Before  leaving  the  Hermitage,  the  itinerary  or 
schedule  of  travel  and  stopping-places  on  the  route  had  been 
made  out.  Beil's  taveru  had  been  fixed  upon  as  a point  for 
dinner  and  rest,  and  Capt.  Bell  had  been  notified  of  the  date. 
Bell  had  been  a friend  and  admirer  of  daekson  for  many  years, 
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and  he  and  his  v/ife  naturally  made  g?-eat  preparatious  to  re- 
ceive and  entertain  the  President  and  his  accompanying  friends. 
Quite  a number  of  leading  citizens,  acquaintances  and  adher- 
ents of  Jackson,  ^vho  had  been  apprised  of  the  day  he  would 
arrive,  v;ere  on  hand  to  greet  their  old  friend  and  leader,  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  party  arrived  on  time,  and  the  President’s  caniage 
stopped  in  tlie  public  road  in  front  of  the  tavern,  which  stood 
at  some  little  distance  back  from  the  highway.  Capt.  Bell 
and  others  were  at  the  carriage  door  to  receive  President  Jack- 
son,  who  got  out  imrinediately  and  ‘'shook  hands  all  round.” 
Bell,  however,  obsen  ed  that  Jackson,  with  an  ominous  storni- 
cioud  gatheriug  on  his  face,  wars  looking  intently  tow'ard  a 
broad  porch  which  extended  along  the  front  of  the  tavern,  his 
eyes  evidently  fixed  upon  a gentlem.an  who  was  walking  back 
and  forth  on  this  porch,  and  who  w'as  evidently  in  turn  eyeing 
Jackson  with  equal  intensity.  Suddenly,  Jackson  turned  to- 
ward the  conveyances  wdiich  were  accompanying  him  with 
friends,  some  of  w'hom  had  already  gotten  out,  and  said, 
“Don't  get  out — we  will  not  take  dinner  here. ” Then,  turn- 
ing- to  Capt.  Bell,  he  said,  regret  that  I can’t  stop,  rest 
a-^’hile  and  take  dinner  with  you.  Tell  Airs.  Bell  that  I could 
not  stop.”  The  latter  remark  was  made  in  an  undertone  to 
Capt.  Bell,  after  which  President  Jackson  got  into  his  carriage 
and  ordered  his  driver  to  go  on,  imd  his  friends  followed. 

Capt.  Bell’s  curiosity  was  as  great  as  his  disappointment  at 
the  turn  things  had  taken.  He  did  not  know  what  liad  caused 
it,  but  suspected  that  the  presence  of  the  gentleman  walking 
on  the  porc'i  had  something,  if  not  everything,  to  do  with  it. 
This  gentleman  had  only  stoppc'd  for  diniier,  and  left  iinm,edi- 
ately  after  it  was  over,  without  alluding  to  the  Jackson  inoi- 
deiil.  Indeeil,  no  one  tinui  knew  hether  or  not  he  knew  who 
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Jackson  was;  but  Capt.  Bell,  during  the  hour  or  so  that  be 
remained,  learned  what  afterward  proved  to  be  three  important 
facts — the  name  of  the  gentleman,  that  he  was  from  North 
Carolina,  and  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Kentucky.  At  that 
time,  the  thoroughfare  from  all  East  Tennessee,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina  and  Georgia  w;as  way  of  Bean's  Station 
through  Cumberland  Gap  to  Kentucky, 

Some  months  later,  Capt.  Bell  learned  that  the  geatlem.an 
in  question  was  one  of  President  Jackson’s  most  bitter  and  un- 
relenting enemies;  that  he  wms  in  fact  the  leader  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  Jackson  in  North  Carolina;  that  he  had  made  public 
speeches  in  North  Carolina  and  elsewhere  against  him,  in  the 
campaigns  of  1824  and  1S28,  and  wms  then  (1832)  most  active 
in  his  opposition;  and  that  he  wms  at  that  time  probabiy  on  his 
way  to  Kentucky  to  consult  with  Jackson's  opponents  in  that 
state.  He,  as  Bell  afterwards  learned,  had  rehashed  in  his 
public  speeches  all  the  slanders  which  had  been  invented  against 
Jackson,  including  no  doubt  the  one  which  had  cost  Dickinson 
his  life  in  ISOb.  After  learning  these  facts,  Capt.  Bell  said 
that  he  well  knew  the  terrific  struggle  which  Jackson  had  then 
and  there,  to  control  the  storm  rising  within  his  breast  as  he 
saw,  w’ithin  a few'  yards  of  him,  a hated  foe  who  had  commit- 
ted a crime  which,  in  Jackson’s  judgment,  ought  to  bar  him 
out  of  heaven.  But  Bell’s  idea  was  that  Jackson — the  mau 
with  a temper  like  a tornado,  and  whose  very  nature,  as  some 
professed  to  believe,  was  nothiug  but  a raging  torrent  of  fury — 
said  to  himself,  am  President  of  the  United  States;  and  I 
can  not  afford  to  brimr  reproach  upon  the  people  who  elected 
me,  or  to  degrade  the  highest  ollice  on  earth  by  a scene,  or  a 
dirficulty  witli  that  man,  which  is  certain  to  folh>w  if  I stop 
here”;  and  he  therefore  immediately  got  into  Ills  carriage,  and 
left  without  any  txplanatiori  except  the  words  given  ab»»vt*. 
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^Vlieii  Capt.  Htll  mei  Jackson  again,  a few  years  afterward, 
no  explanation  was  necessary — lie  knew  all. 

Capt.  Heirs  son,  who  as  a young  man  was  present  w’hen  the 
incident  occurred,  is  authority  for  the  account  given  above, 
and  for  his  father’s  views  and  recollections  of  it.  So  far  as  I 
know,  it  lie.s  not  been  published  hitherto. 

Those  who  knew  Andrew  Jackson  would  agree  with  Bell 
that  it  took  a superhuman  effort  even  to  remember,  at  the  mo- 
ment, that  lie  was  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  con- 
trol the  passion  that  the  sight  of  this  man  aroused  in  him;  but 
he  did  it,  and,  in  doing  it,  proved  himself  a greater  man,  if 
possible,  than  many  of  his  friends  erer  believed  him  to  be. 
The  struggle  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  with 
Andrew  Jackson,  on  this  occasion,  can  better  be  understood 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  man  walking  on  the  porch  had 
repeated  statements  which,  it  is  said,  was  the  origin  of  Jack- 
son’s trouble  with  Se\ner  and  others,  and  which  also  caused 
Jackson,  in  his  duel  with  Dickiusoii,  after  the  latter  had  nred 
and  hit  him,  to  place  his  left  hand  tightly  on  the  spot  where 
the  ball  had  entered,  take  deliberate  aim  with  the  other  hand 
and  pull  the  trigger;  and  then,  when  the  weapon  failed  to  Sre, 
the  hammer  having  cauglit  at  the  half-cock  notch,  to  examine 
it  carefully,  recock  it,  aim  carefully  again,  and  tire  again — this 
time  to  see  his  enemy  fall  mortally  wounded,  dying  in  a few 
moments  afterward.  Jackson's  act  at  Bean’s  Station,  in  leav- 
ing abruptly  the  presence  of  a caliinmiator  of  the  memory  of 
the  wufe  whom  he  had  worsliipped  in  life,  and  at  the  very  men- 
tion of  whose  name  after  her  death  tears  came  into  his  eyes 
and  a tremor  in  his  voice,  wms  an  exhibition  of  courage  and 
self-control  showing  givauiess  in  a direi'tion  and  to  a degree 
not  often  met  wiiii  in  tiie  vcr}'  greatest  great  men. 

On  this  same  journey  frv‘m  Washington  to  the  Hermitage,  in 
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1832,  PresideDt  Jackson  was  g^iveii  an  ovation  and  reception 
which,  it  is  believed,  was  the  most  pleasing  and  gratifying  to 
him  of  any  of  the  numerous  public  demonstrations  of  popular 
esteem  theretofore  shown  him.  This  aiTalr  had  its  beginning 
four  miles  northeast  of  Jonesboro,  on  the  public  highway — the 
old  state  road — i^n  each  side  of  which,  at  the  point  mentioned, 
was  an  old-fashioned  crooked  rail  fence,  and  also  large  oak  and 
other  native  forest  trees.  It  wms-in  the  latter  part  of  August,  or 
early  in  September,  and  the  day  wms  an  ideal  one.  The  road 
was  on  and  along  the  top  of  a high  ridge,  with  the  Iron  Mount- 
ain in  plain  view  across  the  valley  to  the  south.  At  this  point, 
the  President  was  met  by  one  hundred  picked  men,  tmiforined, 
and  mounted  on  a hundred  of  the  very  finest  dapple-grey  sad- 
dle horses  that  could  be  found  in  the  country,  to  escort  him 
into  Jonesboro.  This  column  of  ho' semen  was  under  com- 
mand of  Samuel  Greer,  a life-long  friend  of  Jackson.  As  it 
appwoacbed  the  carriage  of  the  Premdent,  who  had  had  no  inti- 
mation of  its  approach,  and  got  within  about  a hundredfeet,  a 
hundred  stentorian  voices  simultaneously  shouted:  “Three 
cheers  for  Andrew  Jackson,  the  greatest  man  on, earth!’'  ami 
the  cheers  which  followed  made  the  welkin  ring  and  w'oke  the 
echoes  of  three  commonwealths. 

The  carriage  was  pulled  to  the  right  of  the  road,  under  the 
shade  of  a large  oak  (which  wuis  still  standing  as  late  as  1SS4), 
and  the  President  alighted,  removing  his  hat  as  he  did  so,  and 
bowing  three  several  times  to  the  horsemen.  This  act  of 
course  caused  another  burst  of  applause.  AVhen  quiet  was 
restored,  the  column,  at  the  command  of  Greer,  dismounted 
and  passed  to  the  rear,  where  he  introduced  each  one  to  the 
President.  It  is  said  that  the  latter,  in  as  many  as  forty  or 
more  iuslaiiCfS,  while  holding  some  young  man  by  the  hand, 

would  tell  him  who  his  mother  was  before  her  marriage,  what 
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his  fatbehs  given  name  vms,  and  in  what  p-irt  of  the  county  he- 
had  lived — whether  on  Vratauga.  Xolichueky  or  Holston  river, 
or  on  Limestone,  Cherokee,  Boon's,  Brush  or  Knob  creek. 
After  this,  Jackson  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  Iron  Mount- 
ain, and  as  he  pointed  to  it,  said  in  substance:  Forty-four 

years  ago  last  spring,  I crossed  that  mountain,  and  settled,  as 
I then  thought,  in  this  country  permanentiy,  amongst  your 
fathers  and  ancestors;  but  Providence  had  decreed  that  I 
shouid  not  spend  my  life  in  this  particular  part  of  our  great 
state,  and  took  me  elsewhere.  Every  time,  for  the  last  few 
days,  that  m3'  carriage  has  been  where  I could  see  that  mount- 
ain, I have  been  looking  out  at  it,  and  letting  my  mind  run 
back  over  my  stormy  and  eventful  life;  and,  at  the  moment 
you  approached  and  gave  m,e  .the  fii'st  notice  I had  of  \'our 
coming  by  your  ciieers  and  a|.'plause,  I was  thinking  of  -whorrL 
I would  meet  and  whom  I would  miss  of  my  old  friends  at  the 
old  town  just  ahead  of  us,  where  I began  life.  I wish  to  say, 
before  we  resume  the  iourne}'  to  the  town,  that  in  all  my  career 
I have  not  been  the  recipient  of  a demonstration  more  greatly 
appreciated  than  this  one.  here  under  the  old  trees,  in  this  old 
road  that  I used  to  travel  so  often,  by  the  sons  of  m3'  old 
friends  and  acquaintances.”  Then,  with  Greer  and  ten  of  the 
escort  some  little  distance  in  front  of  the  carriage,  and  ninety 
in  the  rear,  the  journe3'  was  resumed.  It  was  understood 
throughout  the  countr3*  that  Jackson  would  arrive  in  Jonesboro 
that  afternoon,  and  also  that  he  would  spend  the  next  dav  in 
the  old  town.  This  had  brought  thousands  of  people  to  Jones- 
boro; men,  women  and  children  came,  on  foot,  on  horseback 
and  in  ever3‘  kind  of  vehicle.  There  was  no  wa}*  to  house  and 
feed  the  multitude  that  had  arrived  and  tilled  the  town  when 
Jackson  reached  it  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  «iides  of  the 
road  were  lined  with  people  for  a mile  outside  the  town,  the 
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streets  were  packed,  the  tops  of  many  of  the  houses  were  cov- 
ered, and  the  President  was  received  with  -waviug  of  hats,  bon- 
nets, aprons,  haiidkerehiefs  and  improvised  thigs  and  with, 
shouts  from  the  multitude,  from  the  time  he  came  in  sight 
until  he  got  out  of  his  carriage  and  went  into  the  hotel. 

The  hotel  at  which  he  stopped  was  on  the  main  street,  and 
had  a broad  porch  that  extended  the  full  length  of  the  house. 
This  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet  hiu'h,  projecting  out  over  the- 
sidewaik.  and  wms  reached  by  a stairway  at  each  end.  On  the 
following  day.  the  President  held  a reception  on  this  porch, 
and  tliere  shook  hamds  with  all  of  the  people  who  had  assem- 
bled to  see  him.  they  passing  up  at  one  end  of  the  porch  and 
down  at  the  other.  On  this  porch,  on  this  day,  was  dispelled 
from  the  minds  of  some  of  his  friends  every  vestige  of  the 
slight  suspicion  which  had  been  produced  by  vile  hired  slander- 
ers, that  his  fierce  nature,  turbulent  spirit  and  stormy  life  had 
sapped  his  mental  powers,  judgment  and  reason,  and  that  he 
was  no  longer  the  real  Andrew  Jackstjii  of  New  Orleans,  but 
was  surrounded  and  controlled  by  designing,  unscrupulous 
scoundrels,  who  were  feeding  the  vanity  of  the  old  man  in  his 
dotage  on  fiatceiw’  which  he  w'as  then  unable  to  detect  and  re- 
sist. President  Jackson  stood  on  the  hotel  porch  at  Jones- 
boro. and,  possibly  at  the  very  moment  when  public  speakers- 
and  editors  in  other  parts  of  the  country  were  lamentingf?) 
the  loss  of  his  former  “energy  of  charact^^r”  and  the  decay  of 
his  mind  and  judijmerit,  gave  to  those  people  the  very  hm'hesr 
eviueuce  that  he  was  the  Andrew  Jackson  of  old:  his  form, 
although  be  was  sixty-five  yeans  old,  was  “straight  as  a guu- 
barrel,  ” and  his  eyes  as  hashing  and  his  mind  as  clear  as  on 
the  night  of  the  fire,  or  on  the  day  when  he  left  the  bench  and 
arrested  flu''sei]  Be.iH.,  in  that  vt^rv  town.  As  Lis  old  friends 
would  approach  him  in  their  plain  and  simple  gar’iy  with  their 
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wives  and  children J'’  he  vvould  call  out  their  naines,  gTasp  tlieir 
hands,  put  an  arm  around  them,  kiss  their  daughters,  compli- 
meni:  their  younger  children,  and  tell  the  wife  that  the  good- 
looking  boys  and  girls  favored  her”  more  than  they  did  the 
father.  Incidents  of  his  early  life  would  suggest  themselves 
to  his  mind — a lawsuit,  a fox  chase,  a deer  drive  or  something 
else — as  they  came  up,  and  he  would  refer  to  it  in  some  way, 
in  the  few  moments  which  he  could  spare  to  that  particular  in- 
dividual. His  famous  horse-race  with  Col.  Love  in  Greasy 
Cove  was  mentioned ; and  it  came  very  near  bringing  down  the 
porch  when  a kinsman  of  Col.  Love,  by  the  same  name,  grasped 
the  old  hero  by  the  hand  and  asked  him  if  he  had  any  better  ■ 
race  horses  at  the  Hermitage  than  he  iiad  when  he  lived  in  that 
country;  to  which  lie  promptH  and  laugliingly  replied;  ‘-'Yes, 
better  than  ei'iiier  one  of  us  had  that  day;  come  over  to  the 
Hermitage,  and  you  shall  have  one.”  Such  were  the  scenes 
and  incidents  of  that  memorable  day  on  the  hotel  porch  in  the 
historic  old  town  of  Joueslioro.  t 

The  ••bank  conspirators,”  as  they  were  called,  had  been  at 
voi’k  incessandy,  and  they  had  a few — a very  few — helpers  in 
that  country,  who  bad  been  furnished  with  and  had  repeated 

+■  During  the  progress  of  this  recei>tion,  ou  the  porci;  of  the  old  Ctjester  Ilote!,  a 
lad.'  — ;in  old  friend  arei  admirer  of  Jackson— came  up  to  him.  and  after  a cordial 
greeciiig,  she  presented  her  little  son  and  naaiesake  of  rhe  President.  President. 
Jackson  '.vas  so  impressed  with  the  manner  and  a;,p‘-arance  of  the  little  fellow,  that 
he  gave  him  a '•  iive-dollar  gold  piece."  T'hi.s  little  fellow  grew  up  -o  rnanliood,  be- 
came a teaciier  and  then  a hivv\er.  Daring  On'  late  war  he  was  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  8th  Tennessee  I'ede.ral  Cavalry;  then  a State  Senator  some  years  ago  from  the 
first  district;  then  Circuit  Judge  of  the  First  .judicial  circuit,  which  position  he  held 
for  eigut  years:  now  resides  at  Greeneville,  Teun.,  an  honored  and  re.spec’-ed  lawyer, 
citizen  and  gentleman,  and  still  has  the  five-dollar  gold  piece— Hon.  Andren  Jack- 
son  Drown. 

r My  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  M.  Chester,  married  for  her  first 
husband  Riudiard  Gammon.  Jr.,  and  they  resided  at  UlountviUe,  Sullivan  county, 
where  Jackson  wa.s  their  guest  ou  thi.s  trip  from  Washington,  for  the  nigiif  prece<i- 
lUg  hi.->  arrival  iit  Jon-w’uoro.  'Ir.  G.amiaon  ami  mv  moth'T  acoompatued  the  I’resi- 
dent  'Tom  Uloui.rvil  ' • to  .)or‘-  boro,  wiiere  m\  uiotiier  us  i'orn  ,ui  i reared,  and  she 
'va.s  present  on  the  hotel  pioic.h  during  liis  recei'fdon. 
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(with  great  regret?)  this  ciKirg^  of  inibeeiiity  of  old  age.  which 
rendered  it  dangerous  to  ti:e  lilierties  of  the  people  and  peril- 
ous to  the  government  to  re-elect  tlie  once  greed  man,  then  a 
mental  wreck.  It  may,  even  at  this  late  day,  be  of  benelit  to- 
reproduce  in  part  an  editorial  from  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
the  period — a strong  and  powerful  one — which,  it  was  said, 
had  been  hired  to  desert  and  slander  President  Jackson,  and 
to  wait  until  he  was  in  the -midst  of  his  jo nrney  through  the 
countiw  to  the  Hermitage,  before  it  made  its  first  assault  on. 
him.  This  editorial,  among  other  things,  said; 

Since  l^il3  I have  been  the  firm,  undeviating  friend  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  through  good  and  tlirough  ewli  report.  I have 
defended  his  reputation  and  advocated  his  cause;  and.  for  the 
last  five  years,  my  exertions  in  hi^  i)elnili,  as  the  condiict<;r  of 
a public  journal,  have  beeji  known  to  this  country.  But  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  L owe  ‘it  t?)  the  people,  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  and  to  myself  to  declare  my  deid'erate 
conviction  that  he  has  not  realized  the"  high  ho[)es  which  his 
reputation  and  previously  writlen  and  declared  opinions  prom- 
ised, nor  redeemed  the  sacred  pledges  which  Ijc  voluiileriiy 
gave  on  his  election  to  the  first  station  in  the  world.  Let  us 
not  be  misunderstood;  I do  not — I never  will — impeach  his 
patriotism  or  hi^  integHty;  bmt  as  a sentinel  at  my  post,  true 
to  the  duty  v.-hich  I voluntarily  assumed  when  I became  the 
editor  of  a public  journal,  I feel  called  upon  to  prociaiii;  to  the 
pe-ople  that  Andrew  Jackson  is  not  their  President;  that,  en- 
feel)led  by  age  and  the  toils,  cares  and  anxieties  of  an  a-,  live 
and  laborious  life,  he  no  lunger  possesses  his  former  energy  of 
ciiaracter  or  independence  of  mind,  but.  contidinc:  in  those  who 
have  wormed  themselves  into  his  confidence,  he  lias  entrusted 
the  atlairs  of  this  great  nation  and  the  happiness  of  thirteen 
millions  of  freemen  to  the  hands  of  political  gamblers  mid 
money-changers,  time-serving  politicians,  who.  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  unhallowed  purposes,  threaten  ruin  to  the  countrv  mid 
to  that  sacrcli  charter  of  our  liberties  which  was  maintained  i'V 
the  wdsdorn  of  our  father.s.  after  liaving  been  pnivhasioi  with 
their  blood  and  the  sacrifice  of  every  selfish  motive  on  th.c  aitar 
of  public  good. 


X-rt-  York  Conricr  and  Fnf/uir^r.  HI,  -rA*. 
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The  foregoing  is  from  a tliree-coiurnn  editorial  "*Yliich  ap- 
peared during  the  very  week  that  Jackson  was  in  Jonesboro, 
and  only  alx>iit  two  days  previous  to  his  reception  in  that  town. 
Eight  newsYjapers  that  had  theretofore  supported  Jackson  im- 
mediately followed  the  lead  of  the  Conrier  and  Ej>qalrei%  took 
the  names  of  Jackson  and  Tiin  Buren  from  their  mast-heads, 
and  went  over  to  the  support  of  Nicholas  Biddle  and  the  banks, 
on  the  ground  that  the  President  had  lost  his  mind  and  his 
‘•former  energy  of  character”;  but  diey  all  lived  long  enough 
to  find  out  how  the  people  of  Jonesboro  received  the  slander,* 
and  also  to  learn  that  the  whole  country  knew  that  they  had 
been  hired  to  traduce  the  life,  character,  abilities  and  Y>iiblic 
services  of  this  great  soldier,  statesman  and  patriot,  and  to 
have  the  finger  of  indignant,  honest  scorn  point  tliem  out  as 
tmitOiS  to  the  cause  and  slanderers  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

Space  has  been  given  to  this  reception  at  Jonesboro  for  the 
reason  that  it  took  place  during  the  period  of  ten  days  within 
wdiich  nine  or  ten  of  the  newspapers  in  the  east  which  had  been 
supporting  Jackson  suddenly  discovered  that  he  had  “lost  his 
forimu’  energy  of  character  and  independence  of  miral,”  and 
was  so  “ enfeebled  by  age  ” that  his  re-election  would  endanger 
the  happiness  of  the  people  and  the  sacred  charter  of  liberty.” 
This  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  first  move  in  tlie  con- 
spiracy that  was  formed  to  defeat  his  re-election  and  destroy 
him.  These  newspapers  had  been  bought,  the  price  paid  and 
the  trade  closed,  some  time  after  Jackson's  nomination  on  the 
21st  of  May  |»rece'rmg,  at  Baltimore;  'out  they  were  instructed 
to  reserve  their  opening  fire  upon  him  until  an  opportune  time. 
It  was  ascertained  that  he  was  about  to  visit  the  Hermitage, 
and  that  he  was  going  “overland’’  down  across  ^'irginia  and 

’•‘T'.ic  V e’ •>  « ’.vlij.-h  i thU  eUitorirvl,  r*  ;i':hin  t .!<'> ti “ s bo ro 
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on  through  Tennessee,  ^'v'heu  he  was  about  midway  on  this 
journey,  with  no  telegni}>li  or  fast  mail  communication  to  give 
him  information,  these  bushwhackers  ” fired  on  his  character, 
his  integrity  and  his  administration,  and  yet  protested  in  the 
same  editorials  that  they  did  not  intend  to  impeach  his  pa- 
triotism or  his  integrity.” 

The  cold-blooded,  savage  brutality  of  this  conspiracy;  its 
‘•'lying  in  wait,”  concealment  in  ambush  for  weeks,  to  catch 
the  victim  away  from  home,  out  in  the  interior  on  a long  jour- 
ney, and  then  assault  and  attempt  to  assassinate  his  character, 
is  without  parallel  in  American  political  warfare.  But  the 
people  could  not  oe  bought,  deceived,  di riven  nor  intimidated. 
Of  the  popular  vote  cast  in  the  election,  that  year,  Jackson 
received  6S7.502,  and  Clay  530. 1S9.  Jackson  carried  seven- 
teen out  of  twenty-four  Mates,  and  received  219  out  of  238 
electoral  votes. 

If  the  men  who  became  the  tools  of  this  conspiracy  to  ruin 
his  usefulness,  and  to  cloud  his  former  fair  name'  and  fame, 
had  any  sensibilities  left,  what  must  have  been  the  depth  of 
their  hmniliation  when,  in  June,  1333,  Andrew*  Jackson,  tiien 
President  of  the  United  States  for  a second  term,  and  sixty- 
six  years  of  age.  ro(le  on  horseback  along  Broadway  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  Parton  describes  it  in  a few  words: 

And  what  a scene  was  that. -when  the  Old  Man,  victorious 
over  niiliiiication,  and  about  to  deal  his  hnishinu  blow  at  the 
bank,  visited  New  York,  and  was  borne  along  Broadwniy  on 
one  roaring  wave  of  upturned  faces  am  I ilasiiing  eyes:  wh'-ii  it 
seemed,  said  a spectator,  as  if  he  had  but  to  .-.peak  the  word, 
and  they  would  have  proclaimed  him  on  the  spot  a king."^ 

This  ovation  in  New  York  was  after  he  had  been  elected; 
the  other  mentioned  was  before  he  was  elected,  aiivl  was  given 
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to  the  man,  lu  a country  road,  between  crooked  rail  fences, 
under  the  shade  of  the  native  oaks. 

President  Jackson,  during  his  second  term,  carried  out  his 
“previously  written  and  declared  opinions  and  promises,”  and 
“redeemed  the  sacred  pledges  which  he  voluntarily  gave,”  by 
crushing  the  United  States  Banks  and  freeing  the  people,  com- 
merce and  trade  from  their  domination,  bringing  shame  and 
disgrace  upon  the  conspirators  and  the  hired  traducers  of  this 
great  man,  whose  name  and  fame  will  not  perish  until  the  de- 
parted spirit  of  American  Independence  shall  shake  hands  with 
the  ghost  of  Liberty  across  the  grave  of  the  greatest  republic 
that  has  ever  existed. 
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BY  DR.  R.  L.  C.  WHITE. 

CNaskvUk  Amerkan,  March  7.  1897-) 

yjAVING  spent  an  afternoon  in  wandering  about  the  Centen- 
nial grounds,  I had  devoted  the  evening  to  Havwood, 
Ramsey  and  other  chroniclers  of  early  Tennessee  history. 
These  two  circumstances  combined  were  doubtless  the  cause  of 
a singular  dream  which  I had  that  night.  I thought  that  I 
stood  in  the  Auditorium,  and  saw  congregated  within  its  walls 
many  of  the  famous  men  and  women  of  the  past  whose  names 
are  closely  interwoven  with  the  history  of  our  state.  They 
seemed  to  constitute  a convention  of  some  kind  ; and.  although 
the  assemblage  had  not  yet  been  called  to  order,  the  chair  had 
already  been  taken,  very  appropriately,  by  the  illustrious  patriot 
whom  An<lrew  Jackson  styled  ‘*the  Father  of  Tennessee”  (1), 
while  the  publisher  of  the  first  newspaper  issued  in  the  state 
(2)  acted  as  secretary,  assisted  by  the  first  native  historian  of 
Tennessee  (3),  the  founder  of  the  first  “‘campaign  paper” 
established  west  of  the  Alleghanies  (4h  u.nd  the  editor  of  the 
first  abolition  paper  issued  in  the  south  <5}. 

Seated  upon  the  platform  were  several  persons  who  seemed 
to  have  V)een  designated  as  ^ ice  presidents  of  the  meeting.  There 
were  the  statesman  who  <lefeated  another  eminent  Teiinesseau 
for  speakrr  of  the  national  House  uf  Representative!?,  and  was 
in  turn  defeated  by  him  (b);  the  only  two  Cnited  States  Senators 


A CENTENNIAI 


i 


133 


Dropped  Stitches  in  Tennessee  History. 


from  Tennessee  who  n'ere  ever  expeliecl  (7.  8);  tlie  only  Con- 
federate Scales  Senators  from  Tennessee  (9,  10):  the  man  of 
whom  an  ex-Dresident  of  the  United  States  said  that  he  w’as 
‘‘the  greatest  natural  orator  in  Congress  ” (H);  the  United 
States  Senator  who  published  the  hrst  map  of  Tennessee  (12); 
“Old  Bullion’’  (13);  and  the  patriot  who.  on  resigning  his 
seat  in  the  Seriate  because  .he  could  not  conscientiously  obey 
the  instiTiotions  of  the  legislature,  said:  “For  myself,  I am 
proud  that  my  state  can.  in  my  person,  yet  produce  one  man 
willing  to  be  made  a sacrifice  rather  than  sacriuce  his  prin- 
ciples” (14b 

An  interesting  quartet,  near  the  stage,  consisted  of  the  mem- 
ber of  the  tirst  constitutional  convention  who  proposed  the 
name  “Tennessee’’  for  the  infant  conimonw'ealth  !l5);  the 
eminent  statesman  v>ho  said  of  che  first  constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee that  it  was  ‘‘the  least  imperfect  and  most  republican ” 
of  any  which  had  been  adopted  up  to  that  time  (16);  and  the 
presidents  respectively  of  the  second  and  third  constitiuioiial 
conventions  (17,  18y 

Seated  together,  a little  farther  back,  were  the  two  men  who 
signed  the  act  ceding  “the  territory  south  of  the  Ohio”  to  the 
United  States  ('19,  20) ; the  Virginia  statesman  in  whose  honor, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Andrew  Jackson,  a county  was  named,  in 
recognition  of  his  earnest  advocacy  of  the  admission  of  Ten- 
nessee to  the  Union  (21);  the  man  who  gave  in  the  Senate  the 
casting  vote  which  secured  that  admission  (22);  and  the  com- 
missioner who  was  sent  by  the  Confederate  government  to  elfect 
the  withdrawrd  of  Tennessee  from  the  Union  (23i. 

Caatting  pleasantly  together,  in  (me  corner  of  the  hall,  was 
a notable  group  of  women,  coinpri>ing  the  wife  of  whom  her 
husband  left  the  record  tiiat  she  was  “a  l)eing  so  gentle  and  yet 
so  virtuous,  slander  migii.t  wound,  but  could  not  dislumor”  (24) ; 
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the  only  female  for  whom  a Tennessee  county  Jias  ever  becii 
named  (25;:  the  pioneer  maiden  v/lio,  in  envleavoring  to  escape 
from  India n.s,  fell  into  the  arms  of  the  soldier  who  afterwards 
became  her  huslniiid  (2(1};  and  the  ijeaiitifai  Irish  girl  who  was 
the  cause  of  the  disruption  of  a President's  cabinet  (27);  while 
near  them  --the  Pocahontas  of  the  West"'  (28)  stood  silently 
listening. 

A remarkable  group  was  composed  of  the  famous  general 
wliose  name  was  bestowed  on  the  largest  area  ever  embraced 
wdthin  the.  limits  of  a single  county  (29V.  a nobleman  wliose 
ancestral  name,  in  abbreviated  form,  is  borne  by  a Tennessee 
county  (3(V);  the  explorer  who  named  the  Cumberland  mount- 
ains and  river  (31) ; the  governor  by  whose  misspelled  name  a 
large  part  of  Tennessee  was  known  for  many  years  (32;;  the 
revoliitionary  soldier  in  whose  honor  the  first  settlement  on  the 
Cumberland  wms  called  (33) ; and  the  fanious  explorer  whose 
mysteriou.'.  death,  within  the  limits  of  the  county  which  now 
bears  his  name,  has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained  (31). 

A picturesque  trio  coiisisteel  of  the  leader  of  the  first  body 
of  white  men  who  ever  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  Tennessee  (35); 
the  first  white  man  who  erected  an  edifice  within  its  limits  (36); 
and  the  nobleman  whose  titular  name  wms  given  to  the  first 
structure  built  therein  by  English-speaking  people  (37). 

Grouped  modestly  in  the  rear  of  the  hail  were  several  men 
whose  dress  and  accoutrement.s  proclaimed  them  pioneers. 
There  were  the  famous  ‘G)ig-foot  luintev"  who  lived  iu  a hol- 
low tree  (38):  the  man  whom  the  Indians  called  the  -‘fool 
wuirrior " on  account  of  his  reckless  bravery  (39);  the  com- 
mander of  a ma.rvei/'ous  e.xpcdition  by  water,  of  which  it  has 
been  said  that  ••it  h.as  no  paralicd  iu  modern  history”  (40):  the 
inriD  for  wlj'cn  thv  oldest  town  in  the  state  was  named  (41), 
■tue  first  waltc  child  I.Mnn  in  Teriuessee  (42);  tlie  fir.jt  white 
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child  born  in  Xasiivilie  (43);  and  the  bridegroom  of  the  first 
marriage  ceremony  performed  west  of  the  Cumberland  mount- 
ains (44). 

Just  beyond  these,  leaning  on  their  Deekhard  rifies,  stood 
three  men  who  would  have  attracted  attention  aiyvTihere — the 
celebrated  backwoodsman  wivo  left  an  engraved  record  to  desig- 
nate the  spot  where  he  had  “ cilled  a bar  " 145);  another.  eGuady 
famous,  who  relates  in  his  autoliiogTaphy  that  he  killed  one 
hundred  and  five  bears  in  less  than,  a year  (46);  and  still  an- 
other who  shot  thirty-two  of  these  ••Tarinints”  during  one 
winter  within  seven  miles  of  Nashville  (47  o 

I was  much  interested  in  the  appearance  of  a number  of  in- 
telligent-looking men  who  sat  together,  engaged  in  earnest  con- 
versation. There  vrere  the  man  who  founded  the  first  educational 
institution  in  the  Mississippi  valley  (43)  ; the  first  minister  viho 
preached  regularly  to  a Tennessee  congregation  ( 19) ; the  bishop 
whose  journal  forms  a valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of 
early  times  in  this  state  (50);  the  president  of  tlie  first  non- 
sectarian  college  chartered  in  the  United  States  (51);  the  class- 
mate of  Daniel  Webster  who  founded  the  first  academy  for  fe- 
males in  Tennessee  ^52) ; and  the  eminent  educator  who  declined 
successively  the  presidency  of  seven  universities  and  colleges 
ill  other  states,  in  order  that  he  might  continue  his  chosen  work 
in  this  (53). 

Immediately  in  rear  of  these  were  the  illustrious  savant 
who  first  mapped  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  demonstrated  the  fea- 
sibility of  a submarine  cable  (54);  the  first  state  geohigist  of 
Tennessee  (55)  ; a distiniruishefl  surgeon  who  served  profession- 
ally in  the  armies  of  three  countries  (56);  and  the  young  phy- 
sician who,  vr'hile  perishing  in  a snow-storm  on  Mont  Blanc, 
kept  a record  < f iii.^  sensations  for  the  ia  aetit  (,)f  science  (57). 

Just  across  tiie  aisle  sat  the  first  ciiief  justice  Tennessee 
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(58);  the  jud^ie  wlio,  after  having  been,  chief  justice  of  Ken- 
tucky, removed  to  this  state  and  became  the  greatest  criminal 
advocate  in  the  history  of  its  bar  (59);  the  first  judge  vrho  was 
ever  impeacherl  in  Tennessee  (60);  the  eminent  jurist  who 
wrote  President  Jackson's  fareweil  address  (61);  and  the  judge 
whose  singular  death  from  the  attack  of  an  infuriated  turkey- 
gobbler  was  regarded  by  the  early  settlers  as  retributive  justice 
for  official  oppression  (62). 

A literary  group  was  composed  of  ‘Ahe  father  of  Tennessee 
history”  (63):  the  famous  printer  whose  name  a short-lived 
commonwealth  once  bore  (64);  the  English  author  who  founded 
a colony  in  this  state  ■^rhich  was  named  for  the  scene  of  his 
best-known  book  (,65);  a Tennessee  editor  who  was  afterward 
elected  to  a seat  in  the  British  parliament  (66);  the  author  of 
•‘Hymns  to  the  Gods”  (67),  and  “Sut  Lovengood  ” (68). 

In  a prominent  position  in  the  center  of  the  hall  were  a man 
who  was  governor  of  two  states  of  the  Union  (69)  ; a governor 
of  Tennessee  who  was  buried  in  two  states  (70)  ; tiie  first  man 
who  became  governor  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  speaker  of 
the  Senate  (71)  ; one  wffio  was  elected  governor,  but  never 
inaugurated  (12)  ; a governe/i  who  was  presented  l)y  a grand 
jury  as  a public  nuisance  (73)  ; one  to  wffiom  a celebrated 
author  referred  as  having  given  to  his  official  station  “the  ili- 
savor  of  a corner  grocery  ” (74)  ; the  only  person  present  at  the 
death  of  Henry  Clay  except  the  members  of  his  immediate 
household  (75)  ; the  erlitor  famous  as  “the  tiglitiug  parson” 
(76)  ; and  the  man  who,  by  casting  the  entire  vote  of  tlie  state 
at  a national  convention,  although  he  was  merely  a chance  by- 
stander, give  a new  word  to  Tennes.see  })obtics  (77). 

A distinguished  looking  bcaly  was  composed  of  the  revolu- 
tionary fr»'neral  to  whom  25,iJ0U  acres  of  laud  in  Tennessee 
were  grante<i  by  legislative  enactment  (78)  ; a famou.s  fighter 
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under  Jackson  who  was  said  to  have  been  ‘-a  great  general 
without  knowing  it  ” (79)  ; a naval  officer  who  was  master  of  a 
vessel  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  whom  one  of  the  Viest-known 
of  American  poets  has  styled 

“The  sea-king  of  the  sovereign  west 
Who  made  his  mast  a throne  ''  (80) ; 

the  Tennessee  postmaster  to  wliom  Andrew  Jackson  bequeathed 
a sword  (ST);  the  colonel  of  the  famous  ‘‘Bloody  First”  (S2) : 
and  the  ‘-grey-eyed  man  of  destiny”  (S3). 

Elsewhere  were  to  be  seen  the  man  who  supplied  the  funds 
which  equipped  John  Sevier  for  Kiiiii’s  Moimiain  (84);  the  man 
who  furnished  Jackson  all  thecimrion-bails  used  by  him  at  New 
Orleans  (85);  the  tirst  man  who  coined  silver  money  in  Ten- 
nessee (86) ; the  owner  of  the  first  steamboat  that  ever  landed 
at  Nashville  (87;;  the  man  who  inaugurated  the  movement  for 
building  the  first  railroad  in  Tennessee,  and  wms  long  known  as 
“Old  Chattanooga’''  in  c<.)Qsequence  (88);  the  man  who  eN- 
changed  a cow  and  calf  for  the  hill  on  which  the  state  capitoi 
was  afterwards  built  (80);  the  man  who  bought  the  ground  on 
which  a large  part  of  one  of  the  most  im.portant  cities  in  the 
state  now  stands,  for  a rifle,  a mare  and  a pair  of  leather 
breeches  (90);  the  discoverer  of  th^  Yosemite  valley  (91) ; the 
famous  philanthropist  who  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  the  found- 
ing of  a state  asylum  for  the  insane  (92);  the  author  of  the 
first  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a normal  school  in  Tennessee 
(93);  and  the  patriotic  citizen  who  erected,  at  hisowiiexpen.se, 
the  first  monument  to  the  memory  of  John  Sevier  (94). 

A striking  pair  was  composed  of  the  man  in  whose  veins  cir- 
culated the  blood  of  f<mr  races,  and  who  simultaneously  held 
commissions  in  the  armies  of  three  countries  and  was  loyal  to 
none  (95) ; ami  the  Choctaw  chief  who  was  Tra'limted  at  the  Cni- 
versity  of  Nashville,  and  of  whom  Charles  Dickens  iia.s  said 
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that  he  was  ‘-as  stately  and  complete  a gentleman,  of  nature’s- 
making,”  as  be  had  ever  met  (96).  Another  pair,  quite  as 
striking,  consisted  of  the  first  permanent  settler  at  French  Lick 
(97),  conversing  volubly  in  his  own  tongue  with  a royal  person- 
age who  visited  Nashville  in  his  youth,  and  afterwards  became 
a king  (98). 

Just  then  the  presiding  oSicer  arose  and  gave  a premonitory 
rap  with  his  gavel.  As  he  did  so,  I saw  slipping  furtively  out 
of  a rear  do(K  ’‘the  great  western  land  pirate”  (99),  closely 
followed  by  the  man  who  was  instrumental  in  bringing  him  to 
justice  (100). 


INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  “DREAM.” 


(‘Nashi’ille  American.  May  16,  1897.) 

1.  James  Piobertson. 

2.  George  Roulstone. 

3.  James  Gattys  McGregor  Ramsey. 

4.  Allen  Anderson  Hail. 

5.  Elihu  Fmibree. 

6.  John  Beil. 

7.  William  Blount. 

8.  Alfred  Osborn  Rope  Nicholson. 

9.  Landon  Carter  Haynes. 

10.  Giistavus  Adolphus  Henry. 

11.  Meredith  Poindexter  Gentry. 

12.  Daniel  Sm:th. 

13.  Thomas  Hart  Benton. 

14.  Hugh  Lavoson  White. 

15.  Andrew  Jackson. 
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16.  Thomas  Jerferson. 

17.  William  Blount  Carter. 

18.  Join?  Calvin  Brown. 

19.  Charles  Johnson. 

20.  Stephen  Cabarrus. 

21.  William  Branch  Giles, 

22.  Samuel  Livermore. 

23.  Henry  Washington  Hilliard. 

24.  Rachel  Jackson. 

25.  Mary  Grainger. 

26.  Catharine  (or  Katherine)  Sherrill. 

27.  Margaret  O'Neill  (or  O’Neal). 

28.  Nancy  Ward. 

29.  George  Washington. 

30.  Marie  Jean  Raul  Iloclie  Yves  Gilbert  3iotler  de  Lafayette. 

31.  Thomas  Walker. 

32.  EOtevan  Miro. 

33.  Francis  Nash. 

34.  Meriwether  Lewis. 

35.  Fernando  (or  Ferdinand  or  Hernando)  DeSoto. 

36.  Robert  Cavelier  de  La  Salle. 

37.  John  Campbell.  Eiiri  of  Loudoun. 

38.  Thomas  Sharpe  (or  Sliarp)  Spencer. 

39.  Abraham  Castleman. 

40.  John  Donelson. 

41.  Willie  Jones. 

42.  Russell  Bean. 

43.  Feli-V  Robertson. 

44.  James  Leiper  (or  Leeper), 

45.  Daniel  Boone  (or  Boon), 

46.  David  Crockett. 

47.  John  Rains. 
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48.  Samuel  Duak. 

49.  Tidence  Lane. 

50.  Francis  Asbury. 

51.  Samuel  Carrick. 

52.  Moses  Fisk  (or  Fiske). 

53.  Philip  Liudsley. 

54.  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury. 

55.  Gerard  Troosr. 

53.  Paul  Fitzsimin‘‘ns  Eve. 

57.  James  Baxter  Bean. 

58.  John  Catron. 

59.  Felix  Grundy. 

60.  David  Campbell. 

161.  Roger  Brooke  Taney. 

62.  Samuel  Spencer. 

63.  John  Haywood. 

64.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

65.  Thomas  Hughes. 

66.  John  Mitchei. 

67.  Albert  Pike. 

68.  George  ATashington  Karris. 

69.  Samuel  Houston. 

TO.  John  Sevier. 

71.  William  Hail. 

72.  Robert  Looney  Caruthers. 

73.  James  Knox  Polk. 

74.  Andrew  Johnson. 

75.  James  Chamberlain  Jones. 

76.  William  Gannaway  Brov^nlow, 

77.  Edmund  Rucker. 

73.  Nathanael  (or  Nathaniel)  Greene. 

79.  John  Codee. 
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80.  Pavid  Glasgow  (or  Glascoe)  Farragiit. 

81.  Eobert  Armstrong. 

82.  William  Bowen  Campbell. 

83.  William  Walker. 

84.  John  Adair. 

85.  Montgomery  Bell. 

86.  Charles  Roberson. 

87.  William  Carroll. 

88.  James  Overton. 

89.  George  VCashington  Cam};beil. 

90.  Pavid  Shelby, 

91.  Joseph  Reddeford  Walker. 

92.  Porothea  Lynde  Pix. 

93.  Robert  Hatton. 

94.  Albigence  Waldo  Putnam. 

95.  Alexander  McGillivray  (or  AIcGilveray). 

96.  Peter  P.  .Thtchiynn. 

97.  Timote  ^or  Timothy;  Pemonbreim. 

98.  Louis  Philippe. 

99.  John  Arnold  IMurrell. 

100.  Virgil  Adam  Stew'art. 

In  the  matter  of  the  orthogniphy  of  the  foregoing  names,  lat- 
titiide  is  allowed  wherever  it  is  proper  to  do,  s<\  For  example, 
the  famous  backwoodsman  of  Kentucky"  was  in  the  habit  of 
signing  his  name  -‘Boon”  or  ••Boone,"  as  the  fancy  struck 
him;  Capt.  Leiper  was  known  as  -‘Leiper"  or  ••  keeper"  in- 
dirrerently.  the  latter  having  been  the  signature  to  the  Cumber- 
land Compact : the  surname  of  * ' Boruiie  Kate  " is  always  printed 
as  ‘‘Sherrill"  by  historians  (the  ••Sherril’’  of  Putnam  being 
manifestly  a typographical  error),  although  her  fatiier  wrote 
his  name  ••Sherrel!  that  romauric  .^'Coumlrel.  Alexander  Mc- 
Giiiivray,  was  almost  as  versatile  in  the  matter  of  autographic 
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Tariants  of  his  family  name  as  was  Shakespeare — Capt.  Alli- 
son, in  his  “ Dropped  Stitches  in  Tennessee  History,’’  speaks 
of  having  examined  two  autograph  letters,  one  of  vvhieh  is 
signed  “McGiliivray”  and  the  other  ‘OlcGilveray ; the  middle 
n ame  of  the  ‘ ‘ big  foot  hunter  is  ‘ • Sharpe  or  * ‘ Sharp,  ” as  may 
be;  the  Moses  Fisk  of  history  appears  in  the  catalog  of  Ihirt- 
mouth  College  as  '-Fiske”;  and  while  the  actual  name  of  the 
“ pi’etty  Peggy  ” of  Jackson’s  time  seems  unquestionably  to  have 
been  Margaret  O’Neill,  Parton  in\niriably  prints  it  * ' O’Neal.  ” On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  several  cases  in  which  it  is  not  at  all  diffi- 
cult to  determine  the  absolutely  accurate  orthography.  Instances 
are  the  Christian  name  of  Meriwether  Lewds,  a facsimile  of  hose- 
autograph  may  be  found  in  Appleton’s  ‘ ‘ Ct'ciopedia  of  Americam 
Biography,”  and  who  invariably  signed  his  name  as  it  is  here 
given,  although  the  Tennessee  legislature,  with  that  faculty 
for  blundering  which  seems  an  inevitalile  characteristic  of  Ten- 
nessee legislatures  at  ail  periods,  inscribed  his  tombstone 
“ Merriwether ” ; the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  for  any  other  spelling 
of  whose  name  there  is  no  shadow  of  authority;  John  MitcheL 
the  '•'nsh  patriot;  IViilie  (pronounced  ‘‘Wvdie’’)  Jones,  whose 
Christian  name  many  persons  seem  to  reizard  as  a diminutive 
of  “Vy’iTliam’’  (even  Phelan  makes  this  error):  Demonbreun, 
which  is  the  form  tlie  name  of  the  pioneer  of  French  Lick  as- 
sumed when  its  bearer,  who  was  “De  Mont  Breun”  in  France, 
came  to  America — the  various  curious  shapes  in  which  the 
name  is  given  bv  Haywood  and  Kamsey  being  merely  vagaries 
of  the  fancy  of  these  worthies,  who  had  an  ingenuous  habit, 
where  proper  names  were  concerned,  of  ‘‘spelling  by  ear";  and 
notably  the  ‘’misspelled  name”  referred  to  in  32,  which,  given 
by  Hay'wood.  Ramsey  and  Putnam  in  various  I’t'rms  (all  of 
them  incorrect),  is  rightly  given  in  Martin's  history  of  1a)u- 
isiana — unquesticuiabie  aiitliority  in  all  matter-  relating  to  that. 
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period.  A photograpbic  reproduction  of  Miro's  autograph  sig- 
nature may  be  found  in  a recent  issue  of  that  valuable  publica- 
tion, Professor  Garrett's  “Magazine  of  American  History.” 
One  name  which  is  incorrectly  printed  in  all  the  histories  is  that 
of  Charles  Roberson.  Capt.  John  Allison  infonns  me  that  the 
old  court  records  at  Jonesboro  show  that  he  invariably  signed 
his  name  as  I have  given  it  above.  It  may  be  well  here  to 
state  that  the  general  belief  that  Charles  Roberson  was  a rela- 
tive of  Gen.  James  Robertson  is  incorrect. 

In  connection  with  the  identity  of  the  editor  referred  to  in 
4,  attention  may  here  properh"  be  called  to  a remarkrJjle  blun- 
der in  Crew’s  History  of  Nashville,  where  the  positive  assertion 
is  made  that  Jeremiah  George  Harris,  in  1840,  “issued  the 
first  campaign  paper  ever  issued  west  of  the  Alleghanies, 
named  Advance  Giiiiird  of  the  Deraocr any.,  and  this  occasioned 
the  issue  from  the  office  of  the  Banner  of  The  Spirit  of  '76, 
a Whig  campaign  paper.”  This  statement  is  the  exact  reverse 
of  the  fact,  the  first  issue  of  The  Spirit  of  '76  (Allen  A. 
Hall's  paper)  having  made  its  appearance  March  14,  1840, 
while  Harris’s  paper  did  not  see  the  light  until  the  23d  of  t’ne 
following  April,  it  having  evidently  been  suggested  by,  instead 
of  suggesting,  the  rival  campaign  paper.  This  blunder  is  the 
more  singular  from  the  fact  that  bound  volumes  of  both  papers 
were  easily  accessible  to  the  writer  in  the  library  of  the  Ten- 
nesvsee  Historical  Society — and  he  does  not  even  give  the  name 
of  Harris’s  paper  correctly  ! 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Elihii  Embree  was  really  the 
first  abolition  editor.  To  settle  definitely  a matter  which  all 
of  the  histories  and  biographical  dictionaries  (so  far  as  I have 
examined,  without  exception)  mi.-state — they  invariably  call 
Benjamin  Lunds  the  pioneer  in  anti-.slavery  iournali.>in — I 
quote  here  a passage  from  an  t.uctremely  rare  book — Lundy's 
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Autobiography.  After  narrating  his  experiences  in  St.  Louis,  in 
1819,  which  caused  his  detenuiuation  to  return  to  his  home  in 
Ohio,  Lundy  says:  “Before  1 left  St.  Louis  I heard  that  Elihu 
Embree  had  commenced  the  publication  of  an  anti-slavery  pa- 
per called  ‘ The  Emancipator ' at  Jonesborough,  in  Tennessee; 
but  on  my  way  home  I was  informed  of  the  death  of  Embree, 
and  I determined  immediately  to  establish  a periodical  of  my 
own.  I therefore  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  [Ohio]  and 
commenced  the  publication  of  ‘ The  Genius  of  Universal  Eman- 
cipation,’ in  January,  1821.  . . . When  the  friends  of 

the  deceased  Embree  heard  of  my  paper  they  urged  me  to  re- 
move to  Tennessee  and  use  the  press  on  which  his  had  been 
printed.  I assented,  and  after  ha\i.ng  issued  eight  monthly 
numbers  of  the  ‘ Genius  ’ I started  for  Tennessee.  On  my  ar- 
rival I rented  the  printing  odlce  and  immediately  went  to  wmrk 
with  the  paper.” 

Careless  reading  of  Kamsey  has  led  astray  a large  number 
of  people  with  regard  to  the  minister  referred  to  in  49.  . Speak- 
ing of  the  expedition  of  Col.  Christian  for  the  relief  of  the 
Watauga  settlers  in  1772,  Kamsey  says  : “The  Kev.  Charles 
Cummings  accompanied  the  expedition  as  chaplain,  and  was 
thus  the  first  Christian  minister  that  ever  preached  in  Tennes- 
see. ” Granted — but  while  this  is  doubtless  true,  the  question 
is  not  who  “Srst  preached  in  Tennessee,”  but  who  first 
“preached  regularly  to  a Tennessee  congregation.”  and  that 
this  was  Tidence  Lane,  in  1779.  is  clearly  demonstrated  else- 
where by  Ramsey.  Goodspeed,  iu(.ieed,  using  Kam.sey's  facts, 
but  changing  his  language,  asserts  in  terms  that  Cummings 
had  charge  of  a congregation  ’-within  the  limits  of  the  state”; 
but  Goodspeed  is  in  error  in  this,  as  he  is  in  very  many  other 
statements.  In  Park’s  “ Historical  Diso  jurse, ” a work  which 
is  the  result  of  the  most  careful  and  painstaking  original 
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research,  the  statement  is  explicitiy  made  that  the  congrega- 
tion to  which  G-oodspeed  refers  as  having  enjoyed  the  minis- 
trations of  Cummings  “in  the  Holston  valley  as  early  as 
1772/'  was  really  not  located  in  Tennessee  at  all.  It  was  “in 
Virginia,  near  the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Abingdon.’'* 
Dr.  Park,  himself  a Presbyterian,  would  not  be  likely  to  fail 
to  claim  for  a minister  of  his  own  denomination  any  credit 
justly  due  him. 

In  order  to  be  absoluteh"  frank,  I desire  to  correct  an  error — 
the  only  one,  I believe,  in  the  “Dream,’’  and  one  fortunately 
of  little  moment.  The  man  who  “ founded  the  first  academy 
for  females  in  Tennessee  ” (52)  was  not  a classmate  of  Daniel 
Webster,  as  stated  ; although  the  misstatement  was  made  on 
what  I considered  good  authority. 


S.  L.  C.  VdHITE. 
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Alliioa,  David— admitted  to  tiie  har,  4;  sabiequent  career,  6. 

Aati-slavery  aeicatioa — begun  early  in  Tennessee,  77. 

Avery,  WaightstiLI— duel  with  Andrew  Jackson,  HO;  life  and  character,  110;  his 
favorite  authority,  113. 

‘■Dacou’.s  Abridumeut  "—figures  in  a duel.  313;  singular  substitute  for,  11-5. 
Bancroft,  George — letter  from.  17. 

Barker,  Thomas—c \se  of,  03;  intervention  of  his  wife,  6S;  place  of  burial,  58. 

Battle  of  Mew  Orleans— unique  account  of,  107. 

Bean.  Eussell— character  of,  119:  cruelty  to  an  infant.  119;  arrested  by  Jackson,  120; 

reconciliation  with  his  wife  effected  by  Jackson,  122. 

Bek’s  tavern— Jackson’s  adventure  at,  125. 

Boyd.  Ben— reitc  mere  with  ..\.iidrew  Jackson,  ITl:  his,  it^voinntary  bath,  124. 

British,  hatred  of  the— its  surviviti  in  East  Tennessee.  koS. 

Brown,  Andrew  Jackson — President  Jackson’s  gift  to  I32  (note). 

Centenrial  Hre.am — text  of,  337;  interpretation,  143. 

Church— fir.st  west  the  Alleghanles,  25. 

Coates'-ed  eUictio.u— the  first  case  west  or  the  A;!eo:ban!es.  40. 

Couve!!tions,  early.  27,  2S,  3.2. 

CornoratLOtis.  j.rivate  — regulation  of,  80. 

Courier  and  Enquirer,  New  York — quoted,  l33:  burned  at  Jone.sboro,  134  (note). 
Court,  the  fi~st  hm!d  in  Tennessee — oath  taken  by  the  members  22;  first  session,  40; 

powers  and  Jurisdiction,  57. 

Culton,  Joseph— curious  record  concerning,  54. 

Cumberland  Turnpike  Company — incorporation  of,  81. 

Curren.cy,  commissioners  of,  46,  47. 

Debts,  interest-blearing— early  policy  of  the  st.ate  opposed  to.  72. 

Doa.k,  Saatuel— arriv.ai  in  Tenaes.see,  24;  founds  Salem  church  and  Washington 
coUeg“.  25- 

Dream.  Centennial— text  of.  137;  interpretation,  143. 

Electors,  presidentiaL  in  1796— method  of  their  selection,  97. 

Emancipa'-ion  of  skives— early  cases  of.  in  Tennessee.  77;  .authority  conferred  on 
county  courts,  78. 

Embree,  Elihu— first  abolition  editor,  78  (note),  146. 

Fees  of  public  oificers  and  a.ttornev.s— regulated  by  law,  73. 

Fir*^‘  at  Jonesboro— Andrew  Jacksou’s  sh.ire  in  e-xtioguishing.  !2i;  Ben  Boyd's 
rencontre  with  Jackson,  122. 

Franklin,  stat*^  of— inception,  27;  organized,  29;  bouedaries,  29;  e.vtent.  ;10;  e.arly 
laws.  31;  collapse,  35. 

Free  and  independeat  government,  the  first- itn  esrablishment,  20;  its  di.ssolution,  22. 
Fuller,  Melville  Uk- on  seh'i.-tion  of  pre.sid'^'ntial  elecrors,  97. 

Gr“;i.sy  cove— famous  horse-rac'^  in.  !02. 

Hamilton,  .fos-’ol!  — .aduvitteM  to  tlve  bar.  .subsequent  career,  6. 
rrit,i'rx»’''*t.atiori  of  trie  Contetitiial  Dream.  143. 

J;iCk.son.  .Vnd.oc.v— erro,"s  cf  hi.s  biourai-hc;-s,  1.2;  arrival  .at  M.sshvilie.  I, ’2  4;  .ap- 
pointed ruil>-d  States  distre-.’-  .atioi-t.i-v,  .3;  adiritted  to  'he  b;/r  in  vV  isn • ajto!' 
county,  4.  '••.)rif”.-,t  wi:.!i  Sev;."'  f.sr  .Maior  Gcu^'r.il,  6;  no:  ,i  wune^s  of  bevierki 
‘‘rescue.  ' 8 .advent  a,  Joue.ib’  r.,>.  P;  r-.sidi'uo-  th-^re,  li);  oluiractvrisTea  a.s  a 
lawyer.  11:  liicid'-nt  at  the  Roger'Ville  ••tavern,"  !2;  love  of  sport,  13.  Kd;  ju- 
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dic.ial  administration,  101:  ais  famous  horse-race  iu  Greasy  cove.  10*2,  132:  bis 
fiery  temper,  ovation  on  Broadv,av,  109,  135;  duel  with  Avery,  110;  another 
duel  at  Jonesboro,  117;  arrest  of  Russell  Beau,  120;  as  a volunteer  fireman,  122; 
his  moral  coura:,'i'.  125;  ovation  at  Jonesboro,  128;  his  wonderful  memory,  129; 
conspiracy  auainsc.  132. 

Jenkins.  J.  S.— life  of  Jack.son  quoted,  2. 

Jonesboro— district  court  at,  2;  Andrew  Jackson’s  residence  there.  10;  organization 
of  the  county  court  at,  22;  conventions  at,  27,  28;  proceedings  of  the  county 
court  at,  39;  Jackson’s  duels  at.  Ill,  117;  fire  at,  121;  ovation  to  Jackson  at,  130. 

I-egisiation,  early— examples  of  69,  TO,  73,  74.  77.  80. 

Love,  Colonel— Jackson's  famous  horse-race  with.  b')2. 

McCay.  Spruce— bis  summary  methods  as  a judge,  51;  character,  52. 

McGillivruy,  Alexander— character  of,  91,  93,  94;  quoted,  92,  93. 

McNairy,  John— admitted  to  the  bar,  5:  subsequenr  career,  d. 

Mecklenburg  ‘‘resolves  ” — letter  from  Bancroft  concerning,  17. 

ilero  district — ..-reated,  87;  correct  orthography  of  the  name,  87;  name  discon- 
tinued, 9d. 

Mink  skins  ’’—origin  of  the  term,  as  applied  to  currency,  31. 

Jliro,  Esteviiu— character  of.  88.  96;  services,  89,  92,  95;  quoted,  92,  94. 

Now  Orleans,  battle  of  -unique  account  of,  107. 

Nolichncky  River  Conipany — incorporation  of,  80. 

Orthography  of  “ Miro.”  87. 

Ovations  to  Andrew  Jac’xson—cn  Broadway,  New  York,  109,  135;  at  Jonesboro.  128. 

Parton,  James— life  of  Jac’icson  quoted,  2,  123,  13.5. 

Pensions  to  sold >ers— granted  by  Tennessee  before  action  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, 70.  72. 

Presidential  electors  in  1796 — method  of  their  selection,  97. 

Printing  press— first  iu  Tennessee  and  second  west  of  the  .-Vlleghanies,  established 
at  Roger sville,  36. 

Pugh,  John.  “Regulator”  and  sheriU,  18. 

Pyboura,  Elias— severe  punishment  of,  53. 

Reid,  John — life  of  Jackson  quoted,  1. 

Roane,  Archibald— a-lmitted  to  the  bar,  4;  subsequent  career.  5,  6. 

Roberson,  Cha."les—father-in-IaH- of  Russell  Bean,  119;  Parton’s  injustice  to,  121. 

Robertson.  .Tames— .s’.v-gest.s  name  of  Miro  district.  ST. 

Rouistone,  George— esc-ablished  first  printing  press,  33. 

Salem  church— founding  of.  25.  ^ 

School,  first,  west  of  the  Alleghanie?,  25. 

Settlers,  the  early— life,  habits  and  characteristics,  15,  16,  18.  24. 

Sevier,  James — clerk  of  V/ashington  county  court,  3.3:  unique  record  of.  34. 

Sevier,  John— contest  with  Jackson  for  Major  General,  6;  3ubieo.U‘^'nt  career,  7;  his 
“rescue”  at  Morgaiiton,  8:  contest  for  clerk,  40;  commissioner  of  currency,  48, 

47, '48. 

Slaves,  emancipation  of— early  cases  iu  Tennessee,  77;  authority  conferred  on  county 
courts,  78. 

Specie  contracts— regulation  of,  74. 

Taylor,  Christopher— friend  of  Andrew  Jackson,  11. 

Tenuiissee  county — created.  86;  divided,  98. 

Trca.son— early  trials  for,  4i.  43,  63. 

Washington  college — founding  of,  2.5. 

Watson.  Sir  Thomas— visit  to  Washington  county,  108. 

Wilson,  Thomas  J. — quoted.  78  (note). 
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